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DEPARTMENT OF TEE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 9TH INFANTRY DIVISION
APO San Francisco 96370

AVDE-MH 20 Augusi 68

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Division for Period Ending
31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U) .

Commanding General, II Field Force Vietnem, ATIN: AVFBC-RE-H, APO 96266

Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC(DST), APO 96375

Cemmanding General, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, APO 96558

1. (C) Section 1, Operstions: Significant Activities.
a. (C) Introduction. |

(1) During this reporting period 1 May - 31 Jul 68, the 9th Infantry
Division continued operations in support of mission ‘and tasks either
specifisd or implied by III Corps/II FFORCEV Combined Campaign Plans
1966, dated 15 Dec 67, and the RVNAF, JGS/MACV Combined Campaign Plans
1968, AB 143, dated 1 Nov 67 and 1 Jun 68. Division headquarters remained
at Camp Martin Cox(YS 1799) until 25 Jul 68 at which time the headquarters
displaced the forward command post at Dong Tam Base Camp (XS 4143). On
7 Jul 68 the Division TAOI was reduced by the loss of the southern part
of Long Khanh Province as depicted in Incl 3, Map of Div Tactical Area of
Ingerest (TAOI)s This area is now the responsibility of the 11th Armored
Cavalry Regiment. . '

(2) The mission of the 9th Inf Div is to conduct sustained, coordi-
nated combined air end ground operations to destroy Viet Cong (VC) and
North Vistnamese (NVA) main and local force units, and their installations
and infrastructure in the TAOI; in close cooperation and coordination
with Task Force 117 execute ground and riverine operations to interdict
VC/KVA land and water lines of gemmunication (LOCs) and deny the use of

their base areas and to destroy targeted main and local force units; - -

conduct consolidation and pacification operations to identify and destrey
VC guerrilla urnits und infrastructure and secure population centers and
10Cs in clese ceordination and ceeperation with the gevernment of Vietnam
(GVN) forces; conduct support operations to further assist the GVN
pacification program by enhgncing the capability of the Army of the
Republic of Vietnam (ARVN), Popular Forces (FF), and Regional Forces (RF),
and by contributing to the heslth.and welfare of the civiliin yopulation,
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AVIDE-MH 20 August 68
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Division for Period Ending
31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

The 9th Inf Div has sucessfully accomplished this mission by conducting
the above operations in Bien Hoa, Gia Dinh, Long An, Go Cong, Dinh Tuong,
.Kien Tuong, Kien Hoa, Vinh Binh, Vinh Long, Kien Phuong, long Khanh,
Phong Dinh and Chuong Thien Provinces.

(3) The 9th Inf Div was involved in combat during every day (92 days)
of this reporting period while conducting four major operations that commenced
cr continued during tbe reporting period: Operation KUDZU, TOAN THANG
(Phases I and II), TRUONG CONG DINH, and PEOFLE'S ROAD (Duong Cua Dan).

. (4) 1In addition to the operations listed above the 3d Squadron. 5th
Cavalry (-), participated in combat operations in the I Corps Tactical
Zone (CTZ)., The squadron conducted mounted and dirmcunted patrols in
areas as designated. Troop D remained at Camp Martin Cox and participated
in missions as assigned by division headquarters,

(5) There were two major changes in division operations during this
reporting period, The first involved the exchange of missions and locations
of the 18t and 3d Brigades on 23 Jun 68, 3d Brigade with two maneuver
battalions relocated from the Tan An area to Dong Tam Base to facilitate
its transition to the second mobile riverine force, The 1st Brigade
with three infantry battalions and one mechanized battalion now operates
in Long An province. The other change involved displacing the division head-
quarters from Camp Martin Cox to its new base camp at Dong Tam on 25 July
68, This move was made for two reasons, first to position the division
headquarters in the heart of the area of its operations, and secong to
make room at Camp Martin Cox for the new Royal Thai Army Volunteer’ Force
(RTAVF). MG Ewell turned the Camp Martin Cox (Bearcat) Base Camp over to
MG Tawee, CG RTAVF on 29 Jul 68, A division rear was established in the
Bearcat TAOR, The RTAVR, which will depart on 15 August, is providing
in-country orientation and training for the RTAVF,

(6) On 1 Jun 68 BG Elvy B, Roberts replaced BG Morgan C. Roseborough
as ADC-A, On 16 Jun 68 BG William A. Knowlton, ADC-B, departed the command
and was replaced by BG James S, Timothy on 16 Jul 68, COL Ira A, Hunt
became Chief of Staff on 4 May 68, replacing LTC Myron E. Lee. On 28 May 68
COL Robert Archer assumed command of the 2d Lrigade from COL Bert W. David.

(7) During the reporting reriod two of the division's battalion
commanders were killed in hostile action., LIC Van Deusen, 2~47th Inf (M),
died .om % Jul 68 when his helicopter was shot.down, and LTC Berzinac,
4~39th Inf, was killed by a mine on 30 Jul 68.
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Division fcr Period Ending
31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

(8) On 19 Jul 68 the 9th Inf Div was presented the Vietnamese Unit
Citation for Valor—-Armed Forces Level by LIG Khang, CG III CTZ at ceremonies
marking the 50tk anniversary of the division's organization. MG Ewell
received the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with Palm in behalf of the
9th Inf Div officers and men. The unit award was presented for valorous
and outstanding performance of duty against the Viet Cong and VA during
the period Dec 66 through Jun 68,

(9) On 22 Jul 68 the 9th Aviation Battalion was presented with the US
Valorous Unit Award for military operations on 2 Sep 67 at Rach Kien, long
An Province in support of the 3-39th Inf, -

b. (C) Organization

(1) In addition to the ‘hree brigades of the 9th Inf Div, the Royal
Thai Army Volunteer Regimént remained OrCON to the division during this
reporting period; and Task Force Forsyth and Task Force Funston, provisional
headquarters formed by the division, continued the responsibility of the
defense of Camp Martin Cox (YS 1799) and Dong Tam Base (XS 4143) respectively.
On 1 Jul 68 9th DISCOM assumed the duties of Task Force Funston and Task
Force Funston was deactivated. On 20 Jun 68, the 11th Armored Cavalry
Regiment was detached from the 9th Inf Div by USARV Genersl Order 2867.

(2) Under the provisions of Hq USARPAC General Order No. 354, dated
16 Jul 68, the 24 Brigade was reorganized under the new riverine MTOE.

The riverine organization was designed to maximize an infantry battalion's
effectiveness for operations in inundated areas by eliminating non-essential
personnel and equipment and by adding selected personnel and equipment

made necessary by environment,

The brigade headquarters company has been =ﬂlarged to give it the
capability to exercise command and control o1 the brigade elements from
facilities aboard ship. The riverine battaligmn: contain four rifle companies
and a headquarters company organized to facilitate command and control of
battalion operations from aboerd the assualt craft, Since the riverine
battalions operate from ships and boats organic wheeled transportation has
been replaced by a limited number of small boats. Experience has shown
that the riverine battalions can operate more effectively with machine guns
“than with mortars. Theregore, the number of machine guns in the battalions
bas been increased from 24 to 36, and the number of 81imm mortars reduced
from 12 to eight. Communications capadbilities remain the same, but with
manpacked radios substituted for vehicular radios. Personnel asre provided
to man the boat communications facilities in conjunction with the Navy.

The 105om artillery bhttalion has been similarly streamlined to allow
it to operate from towed barges. Wheeled transportatior. and handling
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i
personnel for ammunition have been eliminated. P
Strength authorizations are as follows: !
Off WO Enl  Agg . |
HBC, 2d Bde 28 3 158 189 |

HEC (3-47 Inf, 4-47 Inf, 3-60 Inf) 17 1 144 162
Rifle Company . 5 158 163 .
Riverine Battalion ‘ 37 1 776 814
EEB, 3-34 Aty 20 1 120 141
' Firing Battery 8 . 101 109
A . Arty Battalion | 44 1 425 468

(3) Organizationasl Structure - Incl 1.

(4) Roster of Key Persénnel -~ Incl 2.
l
(5) Division TAOI - Incl 3

¢. (U) Personnel and Administration

(1) Genersl data: See Inclosure four for information aud statistical
data concerning the following:
|

|
(a) Haintenanceiof unit strength
{b) Personnel Mﬁnagement
' ) (c) Development and maintenance of moral

(d) Maintenance of dlsc1p11ne, law and order

(2) .1gg;ficant Activities:
(a) Adjutant Geﬂeral:

1 The Awards and Decorations Branch completely reorganized during
this ; period by adding a full time night shift. This was required because
of the increased number of award recommendations resulting from heavy
fighting during the "eviod, JTn addition, a separate section wre sdded for

Page 4
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31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

handling and processing ARVN awards, These additions have resulted in
more tiuwely processing of avards as well as a significant decrease in the
backlog of awards.

2 Planning and rreparation for the relocation of the AG Section to
Dong Tam Base was finalized and the move was accomplished during late
July. As of the end of this reporting period only the Personnel Sexrvices
Divigion and a minimum of personnel from each of the other divisions
remain at Camp Martin Cox. It is anticipated the entire AG Section will
be established and operational at Dong Tam Base by mid-September,

(b) Judge A&vocateVGene;g;zr

1 General: During this quarter, four enlisted men and two commissioned
officers were tried by general court-martial; an increase over the total
of five enlisted men during the previous quarter. No significant trends cr
problem areas were noted in this area during the quarter.

2 legal Assistince: Legal assistance to units in the field was
rendered via the "circuit rider" method during the past quarter. In
addition to these field visits by the legal assistance officer, the
Staff Judge Advocate and the Deputy Staff Judge Advocate also made
nunierous staff visits to commanders of the various units, providing legal
assistance and guidance where needed,

3- Judge Advocate Bulletin: On 11 July 1968 the office of the Staff
Judge Advocate prepared and distributed a new publication for the infor-
mation and guidance to the commanders. This publication is entitled
*Judge Advocate Bulletii." The purpose of the bulletin is to keep
personnel in the field mbreast of changes in military and civil law and
to inform them of troublesome areas in legal administration at unit
level, as well as give guidance to preclude repeated errors. The first
publication covered items of interest in the field of military justice, claims
and military affairs. : _ .

4 During this period the Stafr Judge Advocate implemented & new
comrand program of clemency for personnel confined. The Staff Judge
- Advocate secures a daily report of gains and losses frecm the stockade,
poste the results on a roster and establishes suspense cards on each
prisoner. Each prisoner's record is screened weekly and he is wvisited
by a Judge Advocate when required. In any case a Judge Advocate will
visit a prisoner during his third week in confinement. The unit is
notified of the prisoner's record in the stockade and directed to re-
lease the prisoner on his thirtieth day of confinement or reply by

Page 5
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31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

20 August 1968

indoxsement, requesting further confinement together with specific justi-
fication for such request., Upon release of the prisoner from the stockade
the Staff Judge Advocate assists in securing a rehabilitative transfer of
the individual if requested by the unit. Although this progrem is still
in the trdal stages, it is firmly believed that it can be highly success-
ful with the cooperation of major subordinate commanders and will sharply
reduce the number of man-duys loast through confinememt.

5 Claims: Since the TET Offensive, approximately 360 claims were
made resulting from the destruction and loss of personsl property in
billets, warehouses, and conexes which were either partiaslly or completely
destroyed by enemy mortar and rocket fire, Even though no funds were
"available for the payment »f claims for the period 1 May through 28 June,
94% of these claims were processed as of 31 July 1968, Payment of these
olaims has enabled the individusl soléier to replece his destroyed per~
sonal property, to purchase new items and to go on R&R by the replacement
of destroyed funds saved for those purposes, A leiter received from US
‘Aray Claims Service, 10 July 1968, provided that authority is granted
effective 1 July to obligate and pay claims for Fiscal Year 1969,

(¢) Surgeon: ™Operation Safestep” continued during this period. Its
primary purpose is to investigate the pathegenesis, treatment and preven-
tion and to implement measures designed to reduce the incidence of derma-
tological problems in troops operating in & riverine environment.

/ Testing continues in the area of paddy boots, special socks and
-l ghtweight tennis shoes designed to afford maximum temperature reduction

to the feet,

Preliminary results again confirm the inadequacy of the first paddy
boot., It does not provide adequate support and it allows too much
mud and sand to gather in the boot, further irritating the feet. It also
allows injury by minor objects such as paddy straw, It 4s believed that
further experiments with this boot would prove useless ahd therefore the
teat ghould be abandoned. Kudora fabric and lightweight omex fabrics are
also objectionable for the same reasons., Experiments with these are con-
tinuing and results will be forwarded to the Environmental Science
" Laboratories as soon as tests have been completely evaluated.

Two studies have been completed in the use of Griscofulvin prophylaxis
in prevention of fungal disease. The results show a significant decrese
in fungsl disease, '

(d) Chaplain: During this period the Division Chgplain completed a
study entitled Caiaplain Operations in the Mobile Riverine Force, This
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Division for Period Ending
31 July 1968, RCS CSFCR-65 (R1) (U)

AVDE-ME

study, the first of its kind, has provided s comprehensive insight into the
duties of a chaplain with the MRV,

(¢) Red Cross: During this period one additional Assistant Field
Director was authorized within the Division. The Red Cross Office now
has one Field Director and seven Assistant Field Directors. In addition,
the Vietnam-wide Red Cross Public Information-Public Relations Program was
emphasized throughout the Division resulting in more troops becoming
awvare of the many services offered by the Red Cross,

- (£) Tiger Scouts: The 9th Division Tiger Scout Program has made
significant advances. At the end of this reporting period the Division
was employing 186 Tiger Scouts and was fast approaching the USARV alloca~
tion of 200 Tiger Scouts,

In preparation for the Tiger Scout Langusge Training Frogram to be
initiated by the Division, two enlisted man were selected as instructors
and sent to the Joint General Staff Language School in Saigon., These in-
structors will be utilized to initiate a one-week langusge training course
for the Division Tiger Scouts in order to asugment the intelligence collect-
ing agencies now utilized by the Division,

. The Division has also published a Tiger Scout Dictionary. This dic-
tionary gives Vietnamese, English and the phonetic pronunciation of the
English word in Vietnamese, It'is hoped that this will enable the Tiger
Scouts to learn some English-Military terminology in order to facilitate
oommunications with US soldiers., Eventually the dictionary will be printed
on waterproof paper in order to increase its durability for field use.

The Tiger Scout Program hes proved extremely effective and useful in
the counterinsurgency environment. “The performance of Tiger Scouts is
directly proportiongl to the imagination and initiative of the employing
unit, During the next period the Division hopes to increase the number
and quality of scouts employed.

de (e¢) Intelligence.

(1) Discussion and Recapitulatlon of Enemy Order of Battle (See
Inclosure 5 for Enémy Unit Locations),

(a) Discussion.

j, General: Since the TET Offensive the indicators showed the enemy
wag preparing for a second offensive on the city of Saigons it was during
the first week of May that the indicators became acute and attack was
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Division for Period Ending
31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (V)

AVDE-MH

imminent. On 5 May, the enemy began his coordinated attack on the city.
In the Division Area of Operations the enemy attempted penetration with
three battalions, particularly at the "Y" Bridge where they were virtually
decimated gs they attempted to seize the bridge leading into the city.
The rest of the country was, quiet as apparently the enemy did not have
the strength to conduct another nationwide offensive., About the 12th of
May, the enemy began withdrawal from the porimeter of the city to areas
which he beliéved to be secure from Allied Operations. Throughout the
rest of the reporting period the enemy continued to avoid contact and
conduct preparations for future operations which it is anticipated will
come in the form of another major attack on the city of Saigon some time
in August or September, Enemy attempts to avoid contact were not always
successful ag the Allied units continually sought out the enemy in his
base areas and inflicted substantial casualties to his units,

2 Long An Province: After the abortive Tet Offensive the bulk of
the enemy's resources and energy in Long An - Southern Gia Dinh went into
rebuilding shattered units and reorganizing the area in preparation for
the May offensive on the Saigon Metropelitian complex. From the beginning
of the offenaive the enemy fought sn essentially defensive battle, The
ohly initiative the enemy retained was the actual start of the offensive
and duration of time he was willing to commit his forces. The primary
attack in Sub-region 3 (SR3) was by the Phu Loi II, the 506 and 5th Nha Be
Battalions with the two latter battslions given the primary objective of the
nY* Bridge. The 2d Independent Battalion was in support, but was contacted
south of An Phu and never entered the primary attack ares. The 265 Battalion
apparently had the mission of keeping the supply lines open but was inter-
dicted northeast of Can Giucc. The enemy apparently drained his resources
in manpower and supplies in order to conduct the May Offensive.

During the remainder of the reporting period enemy activity has been .
limited to interdiction of the LOC's and attacks by fire on selected targets.
A major reassessment of the situation was undertaken by the enemy as indi-
cated by documents and PW's while the primary target remains Saigon, the
enemy has had to rebuild his entire main force structure to include a
massive reorientation program for the cadre.

Within Long An Province, one new NVA battalion has been identified.

On 23-25 June, south of Ben Luc, elements of the 1st Brigade contacted the
newly infiltrated 294 battalion and dealt them a serious defeat, FWa have
indicated the battalion was given the primary support role for a forth-
coming offensive on Saigon and an area of Operations in Western Rach Kien
and Northern Tan Tru.

The major capture of the per1od occured on 8 July when the 1st Brigade
captured the political officer of the 2nd Independent battalion in the
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31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

vie of Thusn My, XS 249567. On his person was & list of the new letter box
pumbers (1ENs) for SR 3 which reconfirmed the 294 Battalion, The Political
officer also reconfirmed the enemy's continued threat against Saigon and
the major reorganization. Included in the list of LENs under SR 3 were

- precincts in Saigon indicating that the enemy may have reorganized the
capitol to eliminate part of the command and control problem that plagued
his other attempts. The enemy has possibly introduced more rockets and
rocket: capable units into Long #n. The list of LBNs includes two 107mm
companies and 107um rockets have been used within Long An.

The fact that the VC were forced to rely on NVA units and fillers dur-
ing this period is just one of several difficulties facing enemy forces,
The enemy attempted to continue pressure on Saigon by interdiction of the
LOCs highlighted by the successful attack on the Ben Luc Bridge. However,
the prompt placement of the floating bridge acrogs the Vam Co Dong nullified
the economic impact of this action., The enemy units in Long An have con-
tinued their present policy of using widely dispersed base areas, One
PW indicated that his 130 man company was spread over an area of 4 km,
Contact with friendly forces has been avoided and the enemy's apparent pri-
mary mission at the end of the reporting period is protection of base areas,
10Cs and preparation for a future offensive.

3 'Military Region II: Since the begirming of May the enemy battalions
in MR II generally attempted to avoid contact while local force units con-
tinue interdiction of 1OCs, harassment of RF/PF outposts and limited attacks
by fire on GYN controlled areas. The 308th Local Force (LF) Bn from Vinh
long Province was discovered in Ssigon and the 261 B Bn to Kien Hoa indi~
cated a definite shift in tactics; apparently the enemy is going to reduce
large unit operations at least for the time being in the Delta.

a VC My Tho Province: The VC of My Tho Province during the beginning
of May were widely dispersed with the 514 A Bn in Go Cong, the 261 A Bn
northwest of My Tho, the 514 A Bn in My Henh Dcng, and the 263 Bn in Base
Area 470, However due to aggressive allied operations the enemy was forced
to withdraw to Base Area 470, The 7th ARVN Division put pressure on the
514 B Bn in Go Cong when on 7 May, ARVN Troops kiiled 25 VC in an sttack -
led by the 7th ARVN Division Commander himself, A few days later on 9 May,
the 7th ARVN division engaged the 261 A Bn on the edge of the Plains of
Reeds northwest of My Tho and killed 97 VC, Both the 514 B Bn and the 261
A Bn suffering from severe casualties, moved generally west to the vicinity
of My Hanh Dong (XS 2657), an area which they apparently believed to be
secure. On 3 and 4 June the 1st Brigade conducted airmobile asssults into
the area, killing 187 VC and forcing the 514 A, 514 B, 261 A znd 261 B to
retreat into Base Areg 470 where they remained until the end of the re-
porting period. PW's report that allied B-52 strikes took their toll of
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AVDE-MH

b VC Ben Tre Province: On 8 May the 516 Battalion attacked 2 bat-
talions of the 10th ARVN Regt, inflicting heavy casualties, Since 10 May
the enemy hass conducted no significent offensive operations and has re-
mained in his base areas, During Allied operations in the Province the
550 Bn and 520 Bn have been located but due to limited contact order of
battle information has not developed on these units to date, A PW from
the 261 B Battalion was captured and he stated that his unit had been ,
operating in VC Ben Tre ProV1nce since the middle of April when it arrived

from VC My Tho Province,
(b) - Recapitulation

UNIT STRENGTH ‘ EFFECTIVENESS

9th VC Div 6420 Combat effective

18t Regt 760 Not Combat effective

'271 Regt 1450 , Marginally.combat effective

272 Regt 1450 Marginally combat effective

273 Regt 1400 Marginally combat effective

274 Regt 950 Not combat effective

Doan.10 180 Marginally effective

Dong Thap I Regt 940 Not combat effective

K3 NVR BEn 350 Combat effective

K34 Arty Bn . 250 Combat effective

Phu Loi 1I ' 300 Combat effective

2d Ind Bn 80 " Not combat effective

Sth Fha Be Bn 60 Not combat effective

6th Bn 100 Not combat effective

16th Bn 250 Marginally combat effective
Page 10 |
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UNIT | . STRENGTH EFFECTIVENESS

261 A Bn | 150 Not combat effective -

261 B Bn _ 200 Marginally combat effective

263 BEn 200 Marginally combat effectice

265 Bn 200 Not combat effective

267 Bn 325 ‘ Marginally combat effective

26% BB - - 300 Marginally combat effective

26 Lfn 300 Marginall& combat effective

294 Bn . - 275 Merginally combat effective

504 Bn 300 Marginally combat effective

506 Bn ‘ 270 Marginally combat effective
514 A Bn 230 | Marginally combat effective

514 B Bn | 100 E Not combat effective

516 Bn 300 i ~ Combat effective

518‘£n ' 250 Marginally combat effective

(¢) Enemy Tactics and Techniques.

{During the May offensive the enemy attempted <o infiltrate b-ttalion
sizé units into the city of Saigon and time &nd iime again these units
were detected and engaged by allied forces, and failed to penetrate the
- perimeter of the city. Since the May offensive, captured enemy documents
suggest that during the next offensive the enemy will pttempt to infiltrate
the city in company size units utilizing guices provided by higher headquar~
ters. In addition there is increased evidence throughout the area of -
interest that enemy units are being issued US and ARVN uniforms for the
purpose of infiltrating allied installations and possibly the cepital city.
There is some evidence this tactic may have been used in the attack on the
Binh Duc Training Center near My Tho., The enemy also appears to be feeling
the effects of sllied LOC interdictlon activities dnrlnz thn hnnve af dark-
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neas and there is some evidence he is attempting to move more supplies

during the hours of daylight as unobtrusively as possible., In an attempt

to deny his caches from allied searches it is apparent he is now turning

to waterproof containers sunk along canal banks to replace the traditional
cache sites in graves or bunker walls. A tactic he developed in resction

to massive allied air and artillery fire power was to build his bunkers

about 75 to 100 meters beyond the nippa palm and wooded areas where we might
expeot to find him and would generally place our preparatory fires., The
tactic of dunker displacement cut of the woodline combined with the increased

availability of anti-aircraft machine guns to local force battalions proved
to be a real hazard until the tectic was identified and the fires and flight
paths of the aircraft were adjusted.
(2) Enemy Losses (May-July)
KIA-2978
DETAINEES-1885
PWs-326
CHIEU HOI-2
CREW~SERVED WEAPONS (C/S)-102
SMALL ARMS (SA)-562
AMMO-87643
MINES-1608
GRAIN (IN TONS)-2765
SAMPANS-619
STRUCTURES-1149
BUNKERS-6370
(3) Intelligence Sources and Agencies
(a) Progress continued during the reporting period in the identifica-
tion of the Viet Cong infrastructure operating within the division TAOI.
A total of 837 perscnalities were added to the Counterintelligence Sections
blacklist., Of this totgl, 68 were identified in Bien Hoa Province, 315 in
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Long An Province, 367 in Dinh Tuong, 41 in Kien Hoa Province, These 837
political perscnalitiec included 106 military intelligence and security
cadre, 58 commo-lieison agents, 87 finance and economy cadre, 99 pro-
selyting cadre, 53 military affairs cadre, ard 434 local Viet Cong govern-
ment leaders, officials and party secretaries. Viet Cong propagandists in
Long An Province and Dinh Tuong Province continued their campaign to dis-
credit US and GVN political programs und to rally local residents to the Viet
Cong cause., The Viet Cong propagandists increased their efforts to persuade
ARVN Regionsl Forces and Popular Foxeces soldiers to join the Viet Cong.
Viet Cong intelligence cadre continued their efforts to gain information

of FWMAF operating within the division»1 TAOI to specifically include the
9th Infantry Division. The Viet Ccng placed grest emphasis on penetration
operations. During the reporting period, five low level Viet Cong intelli-~
gence operations and a three man VC mortar darage assessment cell were
neutralized at Dong Taem Base, A combined US-Vietnamese intelligence effort
resulted in the neutrglization of a large prostitute ring at Dong Tam Base,
This prostitute ring's mission was (1) to gain information from US troops
on Dong Tam Base, (2) to attempt to steal U3 weapons, and (3) to attempt

to lure US troops away from Dong Tam Base where they would be captured by
Viet Cong guerrillas, Intelligence reports indicated the Viet Cong will
increase their efforts to recruit indigenous workers on 9th Infantry Divi-
sion Base camps for the purpose of gathering informstion.

:(b) The Division Interrogation Section processed a total of 1697 det-
ainees, Of this total, 1153 were ¢l esified innocent civilians, 352 were

- classified civil defendants, and 97 were cl;ssified prisoners of war,

In addition, the section processed 168 batches of c.ptured documents, 118
of which were of tactical value. The secticn also processed approximately
4000 pounds of captured materla&, consisting primarily of medical supplies
and Viet Cong clothing and equipment,

(4) Long Range Fatrol (LRP) Activiiies, - ,
During the reporting period, Company E, 30th Infantry (JRP) continued

to phase its' operations deeper into the Mekong Delta. While the Company (-)
continues to employ two 8 man patrois by River Patrol Boat along thi Song

" Dong Nui and one 10 man patrol West of Bwy QL 15, the bulk of the p trol
assets are employed at Tan An and Dong Tam. Reconaissance/Bushmaster patrols

attached to the 1st Bde, are continuing with above average success. The
intensity of patrol :etivity has in.reased over the previous reporting
period, New technigues of patrol operations and reporting procedures were
developed. A sampan interdiction operation has proven quite successful in
slowing down sampan movement through known VC lines of communications west
of Bearcat. This operation requires one licht fire teum, one UH-ID, and one
5 wan patrol, While flying over an area, the patrol keups on the look-out
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for any suspicious looking sampans, When a target is sighted, the team

goes directly into the objective area and searches the boat, This can al-

80 be accomplished at night by the use of night observation devices and in
case of an emergency it can serve as a reaction force, In order to insure
that the patrol include all pertinent information in their debriefirg the
HATO Patrol report format is now being used. This format requires that every
item of possible intelligence value is reported. *his small step will
greatly increase the professionalism and effectiveness of the Long Range

Patrol Company.
(5) Aerial Surveillance and Recomnaissance

(a) The applicatjon and availability of merial surveillance assets
throughout the division showed a marked increase during the period 1 May 68—
31 July 68. As reflected by the statistics of the Imagery Interpretation
Section (see (c)), the usage of aerial photography for planning and execu-~
tion of missions by brigades and battalions increased approximately 66%
over the last reporting period (1 Feb - 30 Apr 68). Night infra~red and
SLAR migsions were flown in the TAOI and were instrumental in detecting with~
drawal routes utilized by VC/NVA forces following the attacks on Seigon 5-12

May 68,

(b) Personnel Detector (People Sniffer) machines were used far more ex-
tensively in this quarter than in the last reporting period (82 missions for
a total of 316 hours vs 23 missions of 38 hours). 4 factor in the sterped
up usage was the decentralization of machines to three locations, Tan An,

Dong Tam and Bearcat, thus msking the machine readily available in any
‘portich of the TAOI. Yhe division's capabilities were increased further
with the receipt of an Airborne Perscnnel Detector machine in July, bring-
ing the total to 10 machines in the division.

(¢) The Imagery Interpretation Section accomplished the following dur-
ing the reporting period: 101 aerial photography missions were received,
processed and interpreted. From these photo missions a total of 102 Imagery
Interpretation Reports were prepared and distributed, In response to specific
requests, the section prepared 22 photo missions. The section also flew 36 ’
visugl reconnaissance missions and 16 personnel detection missions. A total
of 183 photo missions were distributed to the brigades and battalions of
the division., A new technique in providing useable enemy installation over-
prints was developed, All. enemy defensive positions, including single
isolated foxholes reported to the Division Imagery Interpretation Section
were previously plotted on 1:50,000 scale map sheats with a corresponding
wvritien report keyed to each plotted item., These installation maps became
extremely cluttered and confusing to the user. The written reports were
not utilized at all and the installation maps received too little use to.
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justify the number of man hours required in their preparation, Consequent-
ly, the written report was discontinued and only significant enemy installa-
tions and defensive positicns are now plotted on the overprints.

(6) Weather and Terrain: During the reporting period, the weather had
little adverse effect on operations. Rainfall, especially in the Delta, was
well below the average annual rainfall. Strong gusts of wind, up to 30 knots,
had adverse effects on aircraft and air cushioned vehicles. Early morning
fog imposed some limitations, but it usually lifted by 0800 in the morning.’

(7) Enemy Capabilities, Vulnerabilities and Probable Courses of Action.

(a) The enemy's firepower capability had increased significantly becsuse
of the continued introduction of the ChiCom family of weapons in inoreased
pumbers to the local force units. In so far as his personnel strength are
concerned, the enemy suffered substantial losses during the reporting period;
hovever, he has continually striven to overcome this by a concerted program
of impressing civiliens into his ranks and *he integration of local force and
guerrilla elements into his main force units. The problem he experiences
with replacements is that he is unable to replace the experience which the
soldiers he is losing have gained through years of combat,

(b) The enemy appesrs to be preparing for another offensive, again to be
dirsoted against the city of Seigon. He neither possesses the manpower nox
material to conduct an all out offensive throughout III and IV Corps Tactical
Zones, It is likely the next attack is planned for August or September and
during the interim, the enemy will continue harassing attacks against targets
of psychological value such as the Province Capitals, District seats, and
key military installations. EHe is expected to continue to interdict 1OCs and
harass friendly outposts, '

(o) (C) Operationms:

(1) There were a total of four major operations either initiated or in
procees by the 9th Inf Div during the period 1 May to 31 July 68. The
highlights include the battle of South Saigon and the 1st Brigade encounter
in the "Triangle” axes at the southern edge of the Plain of Reeds. Again

- this quarter the division experienced heavy combat. The level of enemy

- aotivity continued to increase, reaching a peak during the 2d Saigon offen-
sive, Following the offensive there was a sharp decrease in VC operations
declining to normal proportions toward the end of the reporting period. In
oontrast to the Tet campaign and with the exception of the rocketing of
Saigon, the frequency of enemy offensive operations decressed during this
reporting period. It appears that the enemy has slowly resumed his pre-
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Tet posture and is building up for a mew offensive. At the end of the
reporting period the 2d Bde began operations in the U Minh Forest which
is the deepest penetration yet by a major US Force into the Mekong Delta,

(2) Some new techniques were established this reporting period. The
Mobile Riverine Force (MRF) revised its counter-smbush procedures during
movement. The Riverine Convoys have increased reconnaissance by fire on
puspected enemy positions or known ambush sites, to offset increased canal
inisrdiction by the enemy. Along these same lines, the MRF has placed
greater reliance on the use of the E8, Tactical CS dispenser on river as~
sult craft and has installed the M132 flame thrower on these craft. These
two items, CS dispenser and flamethrower, have become a very effective com-
bination for countering an ambush,

Because troop movement of VC/NVA forces occurs primarily during the
hours of darkxess, the division continued extensive operations with target
soquisition radar. Sightings made during the night were used as a basis
for planning operations for the next day. More emphasis was placed on
vaterbased operations due to the increase in sampan traffic and the wet
season. These conditions have resulted in increased use of ICM's, gunboats,
Boston Whaler boats, armored troop carriers, sir boats and air cushioned
vehicles by various units of the division in addition to the MRF,

(3) Combst Operations:

(a) THEUONG CORG DINH: On 7 Mar 68, the 1st and 2d Bdes began opera-
tion THUONG CONG DINH in coordination with 7th Inf Div (ARVN), pricipally
in DINH TUGNG Province. The concept of the operation was to drive enemy
forces away from My Tho and to eliminate enemy interdiction cf Highway QL
4 in the provinces, This was accomplished by conducting air mobile, ground
and riverine operations in the east, south and central DINH THUONG Frovince
and later in KIEN HOA, VINH LONG AND VINH BINH Province. During the period
14-18 May the MRF engaged the 516th Bn in Mo Cay District, KIEN EOA Province,
accounting for 57 VC killed, The MBF reinforced by the 3rd Bde, in coopera-
tion with III CTZ ARVN Forces, conducted operations in Than Duc District,
I1ONG AN Province, to reduce VG infiltration into the Saigon area, The com-
‘bined operation resulted in 126 enemy killed. 4 recomnnaissance in force
operation to exploit a B-52 strike was conducted in Giong Trom District 26-
27 May resulting in 41 VC killed,

During the month of May the enemy generally avoided contact, On 15 May
the 1st Bde with the 2-39th Inf gnd the 2-60th Inf continued operation
THRUONG CONG DINH. Strike operations conducted outside AO Crackerjack de--
veloped no substantial contacts until 1 June. Based on intelligence gained
from a prisoner captured on 29 May west of Dong Tam, a four day operation
was planned for 31 May~3 June, The intelligence revealed that the 514th En
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was to rendezvous with the 261 A ond B Bns in the tree lines 10 km south

of the intersection of LTL 220 and 223 (XS345685). On 31 May the 2-39

Inf, and 2-60 Inf inserted in numerous LZ's in the area, trying to establish
contact. Contact was gained on 1 June when trails were observed from the
air running into a wooded area vic XS3870, and the air cav received maximum
people sniffer readings end some ground fire, Two companies of the 2~39
Inf were inserted and were in heavy contact immediately upon touchdown.
They were reinforced by several sir strikes and massive artillery support,
The action lasted until 012130E June. A search of the area the next morn-
ing found 41 VC bodies and 14 weapons. Documents confirned that the 1st
Bde had encountered the 261 A and B Battalions. Again taking to the air

on 3 June, the Brigade Commander was able to track the two battalions to a
suspected base camp area and then directly south into the Iron Triangle
area (vic XS250515), where the 514 Bn was waiting to rendezvous. Two com-
panies of the 2-39 Inf were inserted west of XON XHUA (vic XS274578) at
about 1000H and immediately gained heavy contact. Two companies from the
2-60 Inf were inserted to the west vic X5265582, Two Co task force was in-
serted on the east (vic X5280578) and met very strong resistance while try-
ing to bredk through to the canal on the north. Several air strikes were
placed on the target and the troops finally reached the canal sealing the
cordon at midnight. All units attained continuous contact until after 2400H.
Again massive artillery and 17 air strikes were placed on the target. A
conpany of CIDG troops from My Phuoc Tay moved by boat and on foot to suc~
cessfully clogse a8 vital area on the north side of the canal, Action in the
Triangle continued until 0100H 4 June. On 4 June a body count on 192 VC
was made and 47 individusl and 8 crew served weapons were captured. In-
terrogation of the 1st Sqdn S1, after he "Chieu Hoi'd" on 8 June, revealed
that the 18t Bde had inflicted in excess of 475 casualties on the 261 A and
B and 514th B Bns.

On 8 June information received from a PW indicated where the 514th B Bn
could be located. Rapid insertions were made by the 2-60 Inf on the south
(vic X8235560), and 2-39 Inf on the north Vic XS240587. Heavy contact was
established at about 1055H. The entire Dong Tam Base Camp Battalion, the
4~47th Inf, was inserted vic XS240574 on the east., To fill the gap on the
west vic XS236575,a composite TF joined forces wiih a CIDG Company from
MY PHUOC TAY Special Forces Camp, the cordon had now been closed. The 360
was moved directly from the mobile riverine base (MRB) to AO Crackerjack to
secure the now vacant road., Two additionnl batteries of artillery were
positioned to the south. The target was attacked for twelve hours by artil-
lery and 14;sirstrikes, Spookie, Moonshine and the night airborme retrans-
mission unit were employed. A surprise occurred at 2330H, when after seversl
playings of an airvorne tape made by a rOW captured in the morning, a Regi-
mental S1 NVA Captain "Chieu Hoi'd". His mission was the evacation of NVA
bodies and personal effects. He verified the presence of the 261 A, 261 B -
and 267 B Battalions, The 261 A and 267 B had slipped out to the west before
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the encirclement could be completed., The POW admitted no knowledge of the

battle of 3 June, On 9 June the battlefield was swept and revealed a 67

VC body count and 14 weapons captured. This brought the 9 day total to

400 VC (BC) (See inclosure I1I, 1st Bde ORLL and inclosure 20 1st Bde COAAR.
TRUCNG CONG DINE).

On 10-11 June the MRF (2nd Bde) conducted operations in KIEN HOA Pro~
vince. The enemy resorted te riverine ambushes rather than choosine to fi. ¢
the infantry, The 2nd Bde ond D Troop 3=5 Cav accounted. for 45.VC killed
during the two-day operation. From 14~23 June the NRF participated in the
CAN THO campaign to relieve pressure on the city of CAli THO from an estimated
force of five battalions that threatened the security of the city. Eighty
VC were killed between 17 :nd 23 June. During the spme period on 1€ June
the 1st Bde mede contact with an unknown size VC forte 9 km N¥W of My Tho
(vic X83953)., A CIIG Co from My Phuoc Tay Special Forces Camp conducted Air-
mobile and Reconnaissance in force (RIF) operatlons to surround the VC force.
D Troop, 3/5 Cav, suprorted by aerial recon, #nd on 18 June the 1st Bde
swept the battlefield and found &2 VC kIA, 24 small arms (S4), 3 crew served
weapons while sustaining 1 KHA and 24 WHA.

The month of July found very little contact with the enemy. On 15 July
the 2nd Bde continued operations with the 3-60 Inf and 4-47 Inf Bn. The
4-47 made waterborne assaults,.combat assaults and RIF operations vic XS
3511, Similarly the 3-60 Inf conducted waterborne assaults vic XS3511 and
swept to the east. Both units engaged en unknown size VC force. The 2nd
Bde was supported by TF 117 znd C Troop 7-1 Cave Jhe results of the engage-
ment were 17 US WHA and 47 VC KIA. The area was swept the next duy result-
ing in 17 more VC KIA. Cn 30 Jul 68 the MRF with the f*th Bn VNMC began
operetions in Chuong Thien Province. This is the farthest south and west
thst the MRF or any mejor US unit hrs operated in the IV CTZ. The orers-
tion:is under the control of the Senior Advisor IV Corps. On 30 Jul the
" 5th Bn VNMC accounted for 51 VC KIA (BC) and an additiongl 11 VC KIA (BC)
on 31 July. D/3-5 Cav was credited with 12 VC KTA (BC) on 30 Jul. (See
Inclosure 12, 2d Bde ORLL and Inclosure 21, COAAR .HUONG CONG DINH, Phase
II). The following are the cumulative results to date for TRUONG CONG
DINH:
OFN TRUONG CONG DINH: US LOSSES: 168 KHA (56 UsN), 778 WEA (681
evac) (141 USN), 5 MIA (1 USN); 1 barge, 2 105 Eow dest; 4 ATC, 1AFC,

1 ACV, 1 helo, 1 24 trk dam. VNMC: 4 KHA 22 WHA (evac); 2 LCM-8, 3 AFC,

1 1CM~6, 4 How dest, 1 veh dam; 1 trk dest. ENEMY LOSSES: 1546 KIA, 89
Wi, 1788 det; 279 SA, 28 CS wpns, 47375 SA rds, 387 gren, 30 RR rds, 30
Unit, 24 batt, 44 RFG rkt, 857 mtr rds, 1 BR bipod, 18 gas masks, 6 mines,
9 expl chg, 232.5 docu, 5 SA stocks, 31 pr binoc, 1 bayonet, 361700 P,

6 wire cutters, 5 pst blts, 40 tins powder, 1 60mm mtr, ‘1 radio, 13 flags,
101 1b pring mtr, 275 med sup, 189, 4 B40O detonators, 3 ID Cards, 1 flshlt,
2 ponchos, 33 shvl heads, 24 M79 rds, 82 gl unk lig, 80 mtr fuzes, 260
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entr tools, 2 mags, 2 mtr, 8 flares, 271 1b clothes, 15.5 T rice, 24 bombs
2 mtr tubes, 263 Arty rd, 325 RR rds, 10621 rds, 1565 gal POL, 98 booby
traps, 301 lbs sugar, 17 mines, 265 sampans, 184 gren, 8 fuzes, 1 RPG rkt,
400 ft time fuze, 6423 blst's caps, 17 punji pits, 4 RPG boosters, 20 ’
olaymores, 222 toe poppers, 5656 bnkrs, 1 hosp, 383 struc dest; 101 struc,
70 bnkrs, 1 sampan dam.

(b) PEOPLES ROAD. (17 March 68 to 30 July 68) (Operation DUONG CUA
DAN)., This operation (previously discussed in the last ORLL) was generated
for the purpose of cpening and securing a route or commerce between Saigon
and the agriculturally rich Mekong Delta area. This operation was further
intended to support the work plan of engineer units engaged in upgrading
and paving Bwy QL 4 from the junction of Bwy QL4 and LTL 6a, west to CAI
LAY, (AO CRACKERJACK), From 23 May 68 this operation was incorporated with
THRUONG CONG DINB. The 1st Bde was given the mission of Operation Peoples
Roed. Between 20 and 25 night ambush patrols have been employed daily to
carry out these missions. Great emphasis has been placed on the utiliza-
tion of surveillance devices such as the night dog teams, seismic intrusion
devices, etc, One 23 June the above mentioned switch of the 1st Bde & 3d Bde
was made, The 3d Bde now assumed this mission, The Peoples Rcad. The
‘operation has been so successful that it was given to DINH THUONG Regional
Forces ss a mission effective at the end of this rersrting period., The
cumulative results of Peoples Road are:

FEOPLE'S ROAD: US LOSSES: 28 KHA, 205 WHA, 1 MIA, 1 helc dam; CIDG:

12 WHA. ENEMY LOSSES: 239 KIA, 43 PV, 78 det, 83 SA, 6C/S wpns, 126 gren
67 ER rds, 67 RFG rds, 250 bangaloro torp, 68 RPG rkts,

109 mtr rds, 137 mines, 49 explosive chgs, 444 1b doco, 1000P, 615 1b med
svp, 43 mags, 21 blasting caps, 720 lbe explosives, 36 cratering chgs, 30
booby trps, 14 mines, 14 Arty rds 8 sampans 607 bunkers, .5 gal marijuana
.dest, 9 struc,

(c) TOAN THANG (Phase I - 8 Apr-31May, FPhase II - 1 June to date).
The TOAN THANG series of operations were continued during this reporting
period. The operation was initirted as a combined offensive to destroy
VC/NVA forces in LONG AN Province,Southern CMD, Nhon Trac District, Long
Than district Bien Eoa Province,and western Xuan Loc District, long Khnah
Province. The task organization was composed of the 3d Bde, Task Force
Forsyth and the Royal Thai Volunteer Regiment (RTAVR). Though RTAVR
and Task Force Forsyth played a very significant part in this operation
only the 18t & 3d Bde has had significant contact with the VC/NVA. The
first significant contact began on 6 May 68. The 5-60 Inf was conducting
mechanized and mobile assualts and recon in force operations just south of
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Saigon near the Kinh Loi Cenal (vic X5830873), Juut irior to that, on 6
May 68, in response to the tense situaticn develo, ing in Saigon, the 9th
Infantry Division moved mechsnized or,eny up froa Long fin :rovince to
veinforce the National Police in an area ,1st south of the Kinh Doi Canerl,
The Division Commander slso directed tha the mech battalion commande:
establish a forward CF to maintain contact with the ;recinct officials.
This proved to be a timely tove -5 the VC had slreandy begun tieir infile
tration into the outskirts «f ti.e city. At firct light on the morning of
the scventh a battzlion size ernemy tforce attzcked o Netional Police com-
pound south of the canal between route 5A and the Y bridge. Co C, 5-60

Inf was located to secure the Y bridge ond the becieged headquarters.

Heavy contact ensued end after sn hour the emn v dtidrew to the south- )
waest. Co C pursuecd end recestatlished contact through cgrressive reconriais—
sance in force. As the intensity of the conflict grew tie battaliorn
commander made a timely deciciun te commit his A Co from Ben Luc, Contact
continued through the rest of the day becoming sporedic by 2000, Trp

B/7-1 Cav supported the 5-60 Inf south of Saigon. Lluring the day's opera-
tion the Cav unit killed 5¢ VC bringing the 5-60 Inf total VC body count to
213 VC KIA., The battalion suffered 2 KHA, 47 WHA and 1 NIA, Because of
the serious threat imposed by the enemy the 3-39 moved to block below a
built vwn oree semth of the Y bridge. At mid-~orning on the 8th of May the
3-39 Inf deported their might positions to reconnoiter northward into the
built up area. YLhe scout platoon, 2-47 Inf, .rich .as .lrced CPCON to 3-
39 Inf worked west from tie Y bridye toward & common objecctive ere-. By
mid-aftexnoon all elements were in contact with a reinforced company. The
Scout Platoon, 2-47 Inf, became OPCCH tr 3-79 Inf and together they pushed
northeast toward the Y bridge. The going ves slov due to the house-to-
house type orerations; at day's cud, 115 VC ied been killeds Cn 9 May
there was fighting in four differcnt areas. To tle west, the 5-60 Inf re-
connoitered in force touvard the rorthwest frow their night josition. A4s
they approached a built up sres, they cst:blished coniact that lssted for
2 hours. Near tie bridge, 3-39 Ir auguenti:d ,. a cowpany from 6~31 Inf
reconnoitered through out the surrow.uing wrer. To the northesst the 2-
47 Inf, having been sent to the area from Bearczt by the CG, met the enemy
shortly after crossing the c¢.nal. To the soutihesst, 2 ccmpanies of €-31 Inf
had been inserted end established contact. These operations accounted for

202 enery dead, At the close of the third day of the battle of South Saison,

the 9th Inf Div had 5 battalions end two air cav troops operating in the
Southern Capital Militery District., The artillery sup;ort was doubled by
bringing three moxr: batteries ;ithin range. he 5th Vietnamese Marires

were moved into Ssipon, leaving the yth Infantry DUivision responsibl: for
their :ret. it dawn on 10 Hay an RF/iF Outpost to tie scuth of the Y bridge
cam2 r~Aer heavy ground fire. A light fire team initizlly supjorted, then
B/7—1 Air Cav was sent to assist., The Cav received such intense ground

fire that A and C Co 5-60 Inf were committed from the up;er Southern Capital

rage 20

CONEIDENT1AL




CONFIDENTIAL

AVDE-MH 20 August 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Division for Period Ending
31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

Military District. Both companies aprroached within 600 meters of the out-
post. Cc A began to receive fire anc dismounted while Co C supported from
the northwest. At midnight the 3-39 commenced recon in force operations
from their overnight position in the built-up area. Their plan was to woik
astride the ONG NHO River from north tc south with a company on each bank,
However, upon arrival at the river Co B received automatic weapons and small
arms fire, Co A returned from the west bank and while crossing back over
the bridges made heavy contact with the same force. The enemy force was of
unknown size and was well bunkered. The results of the 5-60 Inf and 3-39 .
Inf contact were 113 enemy killed. On 11 May five companies OPCON to 3-39
Inf were drawn from different directions to a contact area southwest of the
Y bridge. Action continued thr»nughout the afterr.ocon in verying degrees of
intensity resulting in 116 VC dead. ‘m 12 May the 3rd Bde conducted mopping
up operations in the Southern Capital Military District. Five companies
OPCON to the 3-39 Inf began recon in force operations in the built-up area
south of the Y bridge. By mid day all companies had established contact with
squad~sized enemy force near an abandoned RF outpost, resulting in 9% VC
killed. This was the final day of the¢ Battle of South Saigon. The fighting
had been difficult, particularly in the built up area. Airstrikes were the
only answer to the enemy bunkers along the southern edge of ‘the river. The
Air Cav supported our forces throughout most of the contacts as well as
fires from Division Artillery. The final bndy count was 852 VC KIA coa~
pared -0 33 US KEA. On 23 Jun the 18t Brigade moved to Tan An and assumed
the TOAN THANG mission with six maneuver Bns, and the 3rd Bde with two man--
euver BEns moved to Dong Tam. On the 24th, 1st brigade agmin established
heavy contact. The brigade had thre infantry Bns (2-39, 2-60, 6~31) and
two Mechsnized Inf Bns (2-47, 5-60). Heavy contacts generated during the
first three days of this mission resulted in the 2-3 Inf (199 Lt Inf Bde)
being placed under OPCON to 1st Bde to perform the rorket belt securitv
missions south of Ssigon, The brigade acquired 8 company from the 4-47 Inf
later in the month, The Bde e<tablished heavy countact with an estimated
RVA Battalion sized forc. 8southeast .f Ben Luc in three separate day/night
engagements on the 23rd, 24th and 25th of June and with a smaller force
southwest of Ben Luc on the 28th. In each engagement the brigade employed
most of the five battalions to encircle the enemy force. The actions varied
from reaction to a heavy contact on the 23rd to a deliberate encirclement

on the 28th in which mech units and air landed units simultanecusly had
seized objectives to deny the enemy escape routes. These engagements re~
sulting in 166 VC KIA, 1 POW's and 82 weapons captured while the US sustained
20 KHA and 81 WHA, During the month of July contact was light with one ex-
ception; on 15 July the 1st Bde made a major contact with an enemy force.
The 2-39 Inf was conducting RIF operation viec XS7069, At 1039 vic XS698668
Co C was inserted and was immediately in contact. In support of this cr~-
tact other companies of the battalion as well as companies of the other
battalions were inserted in an effort to bor in the enemy, Contact broke
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late that night. A gweep was made on 16 July and the results of that con~
tact were 77 VC KIA with US sustaining 7 KHA and 20 WHA (See Inclosur. 11,
18t Bde ORLL, and inclosure 13, 3 Bde ORLL). The following are the cumula-
tive results of Operstion TOAN THANG:

PHASE I: US LOSSES: 90 KHA, 528 WHA, 14 USN WHA, 2 MIA. RTAVR' 1
KHA, 16 WHA, 10 PAC, 1 helo dam, 3 APC, 1 helo dest; ENEMY LOSSES: 1460
KIA, 253 det, 10 PW, 238 SA, 42 C/S wpns, 126 1lbs docu, 642 gren, 2 booby
tps, 3107 rds, 56 lbs med sup, 149046 SA ammo, 228 RPG rkt, 12400 P, 115
fuzes, 43 rds 40mm ammo, 2 radios, 513 RFG rds, 1602 booby tps, 213 mtr rds,
37 gren, 53 struc.

PHASE II: US LOSSES: 58 KHA, 261 WHA (223 evac), 1 MIA, 9 helo, 3
helipads, 1 low boy, 2 24 T trk, 4 AFC, 1 runway, 1 3/4 T trk dam, 2 trk,

1 AFC 1 rome plow, 1 wrecker dest, RTAVR: 3 KHA, 15 WHA, (12 evac) 2 AFC,

1 24 T trk dem, ENEMY LOSSES: 563 KIA, 36 PW, 216 det, 1 Hoi Chanh; 166 SA,
1 pk, 274 mtr rds, 4 RFG, 10 C/S wpns, 2 107mm rkt, 6 M79 rds, 900,000 P,
5052 SA rds, 2 LAW, ,2 T salt, 17 cs dynmt, 151 1b docu, 4 sampan mtr, 261
1b TNT, 59 RPG rkt, 4 radio, 95 gren, 25

cans C4, 1 typwrtr, 2 stoves, 22 mines, 8 warheads, 5.59 T rice, 4 vests,

2 £1d tele, 222 1b med sup, 65 1lb clothing, 440 gal CS, 3 flags, 943 bnkrs,
30 rdblks, 38 struc, 32 gren, 187 sampans, 2 RPG rkts, 1 brdg, 4 Arty rds,
18, punji pits, .45 T rice, 38 booby tps, 41 smpn mtr, 2 rkt pads, 300 1lb
salt, 45 M79 rd dest; 7 bunkers dam.

(d) XUDZU (1 May to date). During the period of this report operation
KUDZU continued with TF Funston securing dra«lire =nd shorelines in the Dong
Tam area, conducting road surveilisnce, and rroviding the RRF for Dong Tam.
Opesrations were characterized b numercus escort missions, road clearing
and roadrunner operations., There were no significant contacts. On 1 July
9th Div Support Command assumed the duties of TF Funston and carried out
the above mentioned missions with one maneuver battalion. The cumulative
results to date are as follows:

OP KUDZU, DISCUOM: 's LOSSES: 11 KHA, 152 WHA, 139 (evac)(1USN), 1 helo
dest, ENEMY LOSSES: 68 KIA, 18 PW, 353 det; 14 SA, 17 mags, 103 1lb med
sup, 35 M79 rds, 4 B40 rkt, 2421 SA rds, 3 chg, 1 RR rd, 33 1b docu, 1 gas
mask, 1 entn, 1 lshlt, 2 maps, 2 radios, 1 compass, 8 gren, 77 arty/mtr rd,
4 petl blt, 50 booby tps, 15 sampans, 2 mines, 1 struc, 1 firing device, 5
gren, 59 bnkrs, 5 T rice, 2 rdblk dest.

(4) Combat Support Activities:

(a) Arwillery Support:

1 This period found the firing bvatteries and battalions of Divisi .,
Artillery working in the vagst expanse of the Mekong Delta from Ssigon o

Can Tho, Timely and continuous fire support was provided to division
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elements, Army of the Republic of Vietnam units and Regional Forces/Popular
Forces outposts, The TPS-25 radar was employed in an offensive role to
search and detect enemy movement along the major infiltration routes to
Saigon. Once detected, coordinated TOT's were placed on the areas of move-
ment, In sddition the sightings were used in planning. for infantry opera—
tions, Illumination, fired as a TOT in coordingtion with the gunships at

a predetermined point, was used to insure the effectiveness of sampan inter-
diction of the major water infiltrastion routes within the area, Six firing
batteries from II Field Force Vietnam Artillery were used to supplement

the fires of 9th Inf Div Arty units primarily in Long An and Blen Hos Pro~
vinces.

2 Artillery with 9th Inf Div fired a total of 228, 446 - 105 rounds,
51, 268 - 155 rounds, and 7,779 - 8 in rounds. %*hese figures do not re-
flect (during this quarters support from adjacent firing elements as fig-
ures were not obtainable for these fires, A chart reflecting a breakdown
of rounds fired by Artillery with the division is attached at Inclosure 6.
BReference also 9th Inf Div Arty Operational Report-Lessors lLearned for the
period 1 May ~ 31 July 1968, which will be forwarded serarately.

(b) EHelicopter Gunships Support:

1 The 9th Aviation Battalion gunships flew 2,017 sorties. Missions
included escort for; VIP flights, aerial disnlacement of artillery by cargo
helicopters, medical evacuastions, river and road convoys and long range
patrols insertions and extrsctions, Additionally, the gunships provided
suppressive fire for units in contact, flew VR missions in the rocket belt
around Saigon and provided countermortar/rocket standby teams at Bearcat
and Dong Tam. The gunships accounted for 54 VC KBA (BC); destroved 108
structures and damaged 33 other; destroyed 17 ssmpans and damagea 14 others,

2 D Troop, 3-5 Cav supported all Division elements during this period,
providing an average of 4 gunships daily, Missions including reconnsissance
and extractions and countermortar/rocket standby at Bearcat were performed.
Additional support was provided by Air Cav elements of the 7-1 Cav and 3-17
Cav,

(¢) Tactical Air Support: Close air support increased substantially
during this period and this is attributed primarily to increased activity
around the Saigon area. The large increase in body count (KBA) resulted
primarily from the 18t Bde operation in the Plain of Heeds during the early
part of June, Tropic Moon, a new night servelliance plane with its organic
ordnance was initiated in early July. The division continued to use the
Combat Sky Spot to harrass the enemy during the hours of reduced visibility.
(See Incl 7) - , ,
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(d) Strategic Air Support: The number of B-52 strikes conducted
within the 9th Inf Div TAOI increased during this period. A total of 21
strikes were conducted in June and 8 in July. The strikes in the Nhon Y'rach/
RSSZ were most profitable. Numerous ammunition storege areas were hit,
resulting i1n asecondary explosions. 4n pmmunition factory was hit and des-
troyed in the R85Z, A sweep of the area resulted in the capturs of a large
number of munitions and equipment used in the manufacture of these munitions.

(e) Raval Fire Support: There has been no Naval fire support rendered
except that glven to the 2nd Bde as part of the Mobile Riverine Force.

(f) Chemical Support:

1 E63 Personnel Detector: This quarter the Division Chemical Section
flew a total of 316 hours covering 82 missions using the E63 Man-pack
Personnel Detector (Pecple Sniffer). This represents a substential increase
in usage compared with the previous quarter and results have been gratifying.
Results were reported either to the G2 or to the Brigades for immediate
reaction to maximum readings. '

2 Raot Control Agents: Bulk CS was dropped from CH-47's contaminating
VC base camps, line of communications and infiltration routes. Over
19,000 pounds of Bulk CS were dropped (238 drums). A total of 241 E158's
were employed this quarter. This munition is finally becoming readily

available through supply channels.
3 Defcliation: Herbicide was sprayed around the Bearcat perimeter,
along the Rach Dol river west of Rach Kien, and around the perimeter of the

Signal Detachment on Gia Ray Mountain. A total of 193 hectares have been
treated this quarter.

(5) Tabulated Operations Data - Incl 8

£. (U) Training:

(1) During the reporting period, division training consisted of the
followings

(a) Beplacement training.
(b) NGO Leadership training.
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(c) Battalion refresher training.

(2) Replacement Training consists of five and one hslf days of inten~
sive orientation and is designed to prepare the individual for combat in
Vietnam. The Relisble Academy, a provisional organization formed by the
9th Inf Div, conducted sll replacement training. The following table shows
the number of personnel trained during the reporting period:

MONTE  OFF EM

May 45 1696 ,
- June EERE R 43 1360 . - e - - .- ‘ - e R PR PR SRR
July 60 799 . L J

(3) 1In addition to receiving the normal replacment training, company
grade officers and non-commissioned officers received an additional three
day orientation keyed specifically to the situation in Vietnam., The latest
equipment in use in Vietnam is demonstrated when practical, and the cspa-

bilities and limitations of support elements sre discussed. One hundred

fifteen officers and 60 NCOs attended this course.

(4) The 14 day NCO Leadership Course is designed to raise the pro-
ficlency level of small unit lesders within the division by presenting
instruction in the principles of leadership and instruction and practical
exercises in the skills required of junior lesders. The course is aimed at
the specialist and junior NCO who have not had the benefit of prior;formsl
leadership training and who will probably be required to assume leadership
positions during combat. During the past three months, 307 personnel have
completed the NCO Leadership Course.

(5) Battalion refresher training is conducted by'the maneuver batta-
lions on a schedule of one day training per company per week. Thils flexible

schedule allows timely instruction snd also permits each maneuver battalion
to complete iis refresher training each month. '

(6) The 9th Inf Div continued during this reporting period to qualify
personnel in specific MOSs by sending them to courses being conducted for
this purpose by support units.

g (C) Llogistics: Throughout the quarter that ended on 31 Jul 68, log-
istical support was provided for all assigned and attached units of the
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9th Inf Div. Problem areas encountered slong with solutions employed arc
listed below:

(1) Supply:

(a) Inadequate flow of repair parts from depot thru direct support to
user unita.

(b) Solutions: A thorcugh investigation revesled that many recuisi-
tions had been improperly made ovut and suvmitted. vhis resulted in poor
distribution of parts to units in dire need. To correct that situationm,
all non-aircraft requisitions were cancelled on 4 Jul 68. Instructions
were given to units to resubmit new valid re uisitions. Although it is
too early to make a complete assessment of the results, early evidence does

indicate positive results.
(2) Service:
‘(a) Generators (10KW and over):

1 Frequent breakdowns due to operating under overlosd conditions.
This problem is caused by an increasing requirement for electricity inherent
to the building of a b se with a large number of troops.

2 Flow of repair parts for generators is slow which increases the
workload on operable generators.

(b) Solutions: Accurate reporting of neecds and timely forecast of
requirements. USARV controls the issue and maintensnce of these items.

(¢) Graves Registration:

1 A mid-air collision of three lielicopters on 25 Jun 68, and the
difficulty encountered in finding all remains pointed out the necd for a
search and recovery team to be organized and equipped.

2 Limited mortuary facilities did make it necessary to resort to a
conex container with ice inside and out on one occasion. This srrang.~
ment proved to be satisfactory as a temporary measure,

(3) Support:
(a) ENSURE items: Failure to have a designated support unit for
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some ENSURE items has caused difficulty.

(b) Air Cushioned Vehicles(ACVs) end Air Boats are two items that
have causea more difficulty. Technically qualified factory representatlves
have been sent to the Division for repairs on ACV's.

(4) Transportation:

(a) Providing a steady flow of goods and services to Dong Tam Base
proved to be difficult when a bridge in Ben Luc (615758) was severely
damaged on 30 Jun 68. An M4 T6 bridge was installed as an interim measure
while repairs were being made to the damaged bridge.

(b) Steging convoys on both sides of the brldge for an early morning
crossing proved to be efficient once the bridge was back into operation.

(5) See Inclosure 15, ‘Support Command ORLL for logistical support in
depth.

h. (C) Psychological Operations and Civil Affairs.

s

(1) Psychological Operations.

(a) Themes being emphasized during this period. Psychological War-
fare messages targetted against Viet Cong (VC) and North Vietnamese ’rmy
(NVA) units received second priority immediately following the enemy's
second offensive against the City of Saigon in the early days of this 4
reporting period. This unusual condition was similar to that which existed
following the Tet offensive period when the civilian population became the
-primary target group, These priorities began to change in June as sharp

increases in the amount of propaganda directed against VC and NVA units were

made. Approximately 60/% of all PSYOP messages were directed against these
units during the month of July; this ratio siould remain essentislly fixed
barring significant changes in the enemy's tactics or level of activity.
Specific themes which were emphassized during this reporting period were the
NVA takeover of many Viet Cong units, the enemy's requirement to recruit
local children to bolster their severely depleted forces, and a concerted

- PSIOP effort in support of the Highway QL4 - Peoples Road" project. - An
-underlying theme exposing Viet Cong lies pervaded virtually every message
disseminated.

(b) Chieu Hoi Trends. The number of ralliers received by the gover-
nnent of Vietnam in the Division's Tactical Area of interest (TAOI)
continues to be discouragingly low. The figures for May, June and July
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are statistically comparable to those for February, March and April with
wide deviations from month to month, but no sustained trend is discernible,
The totals achieved for the current reporting period represent only 28% of
those for the comparable period in 1967.

(c) Intimate Psychological Warfare. The 1st Brigade, 9th Infantry
Division ig currently conducting operational evaluations of the concept of
Intimate Psychological Warfare (INPSYWAR) to induce small unit defections
from the enemy ranks, The INPSYWAR concept was developed based upon
indicationa that small VC/NVA units, plagued by deteriorating morale, loss
of faith in their leadership, and lack of public support may be talked into
surrendering if properly aspproached under tle correct circumstances. In
essence, INPSYWAR involves making a timely appeal to small VC/NVA units.
which have been pinned down and/or surrounded by friendly troops, with the
purpose of inducing them to surrender. The entire effort is conducted at
platoon level supervised by the platoon leader and executed by a Tiger
Scout, Vietnamese interpreter or specially trained soldier using pre-
planned messages and a small, portable public address system which can be
rapidly employed when contact is mede., A heavy volume of friendly fire
i3 alternated with periodic cease fires during which the appropriate
gurrender message selected by the platoon leader is transmitted to the
enemy, guaranteeing him fair treatment and medical care if he will
surrender and certain death if he continues to resist or tries to escape.
To insure that the proper appesl is made prepared "pitches" in the form
of small laminated cards are available to each platoon leader from which
he may select the desired me-~age. The themes gre simple and are aimed at
counteracting the enemy's irdoctrination that he will be mistreated if
captured. The appeals emphasize humane treatment, the availability of foed,
water, cigarettes, etc., plus the opportunity for rest from the hardships
of war, Evaluations of this concept have not been completed but results
obrained thus far have been encouraging. In separate instances, groups of
2, 6, 8, and 13 were induced to surrender. A comparison of 1st Brigade
achievements in obtaining defectors using INPSYWAR techniques with the
results attained by the other two brigades of the Division indicgtes that
they have received more than double the number of the next highest brigade.
Achievenment of psychologlcsl success and the surrender of enemy soldiers
at the platoon level could well be the catalyst needed to spark surrender
by larger enemy units, which unlike previous wars, has not yet occurred in
Vietnam in spite of all the existing factors (unsophisticated logistical
gystem, poor medical care, hardships of war, etc.) which should lead to
surrender by units. Once a battalion or comparable size unit does surr-
ender, the psychological warfare opportunities become unlimited. Using
this unit es an ex.iple of the good faith and kind treatment by US Forces,
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other enemy units could then be enticed to surrender.

(d) PSYOP support in the Saigon ares. One of the most interesting
and significant examples of the benefits of closely linking psychological
operations (PSYOP) with civic action was provided by the intensive civic
action/PSYOP program conducted.in the 8th Precinct of the City of Saigon
‘and the Nha Be District of Gia Linh Province following the enemy's second
* offensive against Saigon 7-12 May. The heavy city street fighting and
strong Viet Cong resistance from civilian homes necessitated the use of air
strikee and artillery. The resultant wide«pread destruction caused resent-
ment among the Vietnamese civilians and local officials which was further
inflamed by the work of seversl agitators in the area who openly blamed
the US troops for the destruction, Immediately following the cessation of
fighting, the peorle were obviously hostile toward and fearful of the
Americans., In order to counter this adverse reaction, Division PSYOP
asgets were integrated with those of the Vietnamese Information Service,
which routinely conducts a comprehensive psychological operations program
throughout the city. This proved to be an unusual experience for the
Division PSYOP personnel in that the approach normally used by them in the
rural areas of the Mekong Delta could not be applied toward this more soph-
isticated urban audience. A "soft sell" approach was taken, closely linked
vith the extensive civic action effort described in paragraph h(2)(d).

The Division G5, accompanied by the Civie Action Officer, personally visited
with more than forty of the most seriously affected families, expressing
mutual sorrow and condolences for the loss of so many innocent civilians

and US personnel during this hard fought battle., Solatium payments and
commodities were presented to esch of these families, which in itself
reduced the effect of the agitators' charges thrat the US had no concern

for the civilian pojpulation. No independent FSYOP activities were attempted
by Division personnel. Any messages passed to the pecnle were accompanied
by tangible expressions of our concern such as MEDCAPs, DENTCAPs, public
works assistance, repair and construction projects, and the nominasl help
provided to individual families., During the last phases of the Division's
activities in the devastated areas, it was equally obvious that a complete
reversal of public opinion had taken place. Hostility and fear had
apparently been replaced with friendliness and trust.

(e) Division rapid reaction leaflet capability. In order to support
the Division's continually increasing face to face operations there has
been a corresponding increase in the production of limited quantities of
leaflets suitable for hand distribution using organic equipment. The
limited cspacity of 'this equipment precludes its practicable use in the
production of quantities of leaflets required for air dissemination, but
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it is ideally suited to the relatively small quantities of leaflets (4,000

to 10 000).n~eded for hand distribution in support of face to face operations.

Orsanic PSYOP personnel are becoming increasingly responsive in the
development and production of learflets as experience is gained and tech-
nical proficiency if improved. The most important fector limiting the
quality of [the finished leaflet is the absence of a Vietnamese national
psyoperator. The Division is attempting to obtain the regular services
of an Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) Political Warfare Officer
in order to correct this adverse condition.

(£f) BSYOP sctivity statistics 1 May through 31 July.

1 Total Leaflet Missions: 393
2 Toﬁal Loudspeakcf Missions: 211
3 Leaflets:
TotLl Dropped: 16,450,526
Total Hand Distribut~d: 484,611
Totgl Rapid Reactions Produced by Other Agencies: 24
4 Tot;l New Leaflets Produced by Division: 10 (80,000 disseminateﬁ)
5 Totﬁl Loudspeaker Hours: 1009.5
6 Num£e£ of Movies Shown: 58

(2) C#vil Affeirs,

(a) Civic Action, General. Ninth Infantry Division Civic Action
Programs were greatly influenced during this reporting period by the
enemy's second offensive against the City of Saigon, and by major chsnges
in operational areas of several major subordir-*- commands. Many civic
action resources of the Division were shiftec toward refugee and disaster
relief projects in the southern portions of Ssigon and its surrounding
areas follow1ng the battles 7-12 May 1968. These resocurces were grad-
ually withdrfawn as projects were completed and the GVN regained the ability
to respond to the needs of its people. Withdrawal of all Division personnel
from the City of Saigon was completed on 24 July. DMajor changes in the
base camps ?nd areas of operation of the 1st and 3d Brigades, Division
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Support Command (DISCOM), and elements of the Division Headquarters, com-
pounded by the inactivation of Task Force Funston temporarily aepressed the
level of civic action throughout large sreas of the Division Tactical Area
of Interest (TAOI). Indeed, major changes in the TAOI itself contributed
to this temporary reduction in activity.

(b) Civic Action in the Saigon area. The heavy fighting in the 8th
Precinct of Saigon end the Nha Be District of Gia Dinh Province in early
May resulted in many thousands of persons being left hungry, homeless,
and in many cases injured or sick. The Yth Medical Battalion assumed
the responsibility for providing medical care in these areas. In addition,
a preventive medicine program was placed in effect to hLelp alleviate the’
imminent threat of widespread disease. MEDCAF teams working with the

“agsistance of the Vietnamese National Police were successful in recruit-

ing the local populace to conduct a general cleanup program. Refuse and
waste materials were collected and burned and fifty-five gallon drums were
distributed throughout the area tc be used as trash receptacles. Leavy
engineer equipment was brought in by the 15th Engineer Battalion to clear
rubble from the streets and to dig numerous drainage ditches to eliminate
many lsrge pools of water, thus eliminating breeding areas for mosquitoes
and other insect vectors. Personnel from the Divisioci. Band sprayed the
entire disaster area with DDT in an effort to reduce the insect population.
The Band also distributed soap and personal care pamphlets to assist in
improving hygiene standards. In the Nha Be District of Gie Dinh the
problems were essentiglly the same, but the GVN was iess able to respond

to them then it was in the City of Saigon. In addition to the relief
measures described above, food supplies wsre brought in by Division
personnel and distributed through GV officizls, and construction materials
were provided to the District Chief. lollewing the initisl emergency
relief measures, two large scale projects were begun; the reconstruction
of the Phan The Hien Dispensary and the six room La San Primary School,
both of which had been severely damaged. Responsibility for the dispensary
was assumed by the Division Support Command {DISCOM), and work was begun
on 1 June 1968, The men of DISCOM voluntarily contributed over nine
hundred dollers to purchase materials and to hire civilian skilled labor.
Initially, the Vietnamese people were afraid to work in the area due to the
presence of Viet Cong who remained in the vicinity. The DISCCM S5 NCO,
accompanisd by his Vietnamese interpraster, went into the arsa and stayed.

" He was then able to hire the needed workers due to his apparent confidence

and work progressed without difficulty. With the exception of the S5 NCO,
all work was performed by indigenous labor. A dedication ceremony was
conducted on 22 June and was attended by several high-ranking GVN officials.
The dispensary is now in full use, serving approximately 6,000 patients

per month, On 5 June, the 15th Engineer Battalion begsn rebuilding the
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La San Primary School., This six room building constructed of reinforced
concréte and heavy timbers, was extensively damaged, with several walls
collapsed and many beams burned out or knocked from their foundations., A
team of thiirty five men was assigned to this project which required numer-
ous items of heavy construction equipment and more than five thousand
dollars worth of materials, The reconstruction effort was severely limited
by monsoon rains and movement of the equipment was severely handicapped.
More than 100 truckloads of dirt fill and laterite were brought in to
reduce the flooding in the area surrounding the school. Dedication cere-
monies were conducted on 24 July.

~ (c) Medical Civic Action Program (MEDCAP). The Medical Civic Action
Program (MEDCAP) has recovered from the severe drop in activity experienced
during the last reporting period. The number of MEDCAPs increased by 46 o
end the number of patients treated increased by 61%. These increases are v
attributed to the easing of restrictions imposed by the Tet offensive, the
requirement to conduct a large number of MEDCAFs for the population in the
devastated areas around Saigon, and the addition of an exceptionally active
MEDCAP progrem conducted by a battalion recently arrived in the Division,
the 6th Battalion, 31st Infantry. The latter percentage improvement was
further increased by the initistion of en immunization program for school
children (where large numbers of patients may b. treated in a relatively
short period), the large numbers of patients treated during each MEDCAP in
 the Saigon ares, and finally the improved acceptance of Americans by the
villagers in outlying areas.

(d) Educational activities, The Division is attempting to develop &
program of educational classes for indigenous personnel, adults as well as
children, throughout the TAOI, but initially concentrating on areas near its
base camps., At present, the program is limited in scope and has met with
_resistance, but it is one of the most extensive programs in the field of
education conducted by USARV units. Classes in animal husbandry and
farming methods are presented by US perscrinel at the Civic Center located
at the gate to the Dong Tam Base Camp. Nese classes have been well
received and it is felt that they are beqeficial in that they foster bestter
community relations as well as develop th& knowledge of the students.
Another subject ares which will be expanded in the near future is that of
teaching English to Vietnamese living in mreas near Division base camps.
One apparently successful pilot class i: being conducted in “ong Thanh
Village, Long Thanh District, Bien Hoa Province. Approximately forty
students regularly attend these classes. In a previous attempt at
conducting English classes, the 2d Battalion, 47th Infantry met with the
problem of Viet Cong terror attacks in Binh Son Hamlet, Long Thanh
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District, Bien Hoa Frovince, The unit began to teach English to the local
children in the hamlet school, This program met with consistent reluctance
on the part of the children's parents as the VC persistently threatened and
terrorized the adults for allowing their children to participate in the
program, The Vietnamese school teacher who had cocperasted in establishing
the language classes reported that the VC infiltrazted Binh Son each evening
and that they had identification cards that looked authentic. He requested
National Police or Regional Force/Popular Force troops to come into the
hamlet but no action was taken by the locgl GVN officials, 4s a result of
his cooperation with US personnel, he was stabbed to death and a note was
pinned to his chert <tating that he committed crimes against the National
Liberation Front (NLF), It is obvious that future programs of this ,
nature must be conducted only in relatively secure areas where the popu-
lation is receptive or undue risk will not be incurred by all concerned.

‘(e) Innocent Civiliar Center. During the period 1 *»v through 31
July, the Division captured 1,153 detainees who were evenually classified
as innocent civilians. On 12 June the Division formally opened its
Innocent Civilian Center, a pioneer project in this area of civic action
and psychological operations. This large, well equipped facility is now
being used to provide temporary housing for detainees who have been
cleared as innocent civilians pending their return to their homes. The

center's capacity is 70 persons and covers an area 130'by 170'. Beds,

food, and entertainment are provided and every effort is made to establish
pleasant, comfortable surroundings. These facilities are a complete
departure tfrom the traditional barb«d wire enclosure typical of most
processing points., The program centers sround fair i{reatment, good food,
medical care if necessary, and expeditious return by aelicopter, bost or
truck to the district capital nearast their hcge, During the innocent
civiliens stay at the center, he jis exposed to the truth about the US
mission in Vietnam and the GVN's objectives, programs, and capabilities,

The impact of the center upon the Vietnamese population has been dernnsirated
several times during its brief existence. On one occasion, several civilians
were preparing to return to their homes and expressed their desire to talk
with the G5 officer in charge of the center. In typical Vietnamese fashicn
they appointed a venergble gentleman ss their spokesman to express their
appreciation for the fine treatment received at the center. They pointed
out that the Yiet “ong had painted a very dark image of Americ:n soldiers,
They discovered that the opposits of this was true and stated that they
would carry this information back t- their relstives and friends. On 9 July,
the 9th Military Intelligence Detachment received more tangible benefit:

from the Innocent Civilian Center in the form of a list of 54 names of VC
operating in a village in Kien Hoa Province. The list was processed through
the Center. When asked the reason for his unusual cooperation, he stated
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that he did it because he was befriended by the G5 personnel at the center.

(f) National Highway 4l4. One of the most extensive civic action
projects ever attempted by any US unit in Vietnam was the reopening of
National Highw.y ¢L4, commonly known as "People's Road". This vital line
of communication is considered to be the lifeline of the delta. The vast
population in and around the City of Saigon, as well as many people fartler
north, are greatly dependent upon this road for the transportation of their
food from the agricultural ares of the Mekong Delta. Closing of the road
produces serious economic problems rs well, as food prices soar beyond
any reasonable level, The Viet Yong produced 385 craters in the 57 kilo-
meter section of the highway running through Dinh Tuong Province. The
9th Infantry Division was assigned the mission of recpening the highway,
and the 86th Engineer Battalion was placed under the Division's operational
control. Work was begun on 1 March. A total of 36 kilometers of road had
to be completely resurfaced, and work was hampered by repeated Viet Cong
sniping incidents, 141 additionsl craters resulting from VC mines, road-
blocks which were usually booby trapped to delay removal, and the onset of
the southwest monsoon season. The cost of the project in terms of expend-
itures for materials was £95,3%80, which was used to provide, among other
things, asphalt (226,600 gallons), coal asphalt mix (1,830 tons), snd
rock fill and road base (26,300 tons): A total of 4,902 pot holes were
repaired during this period. The cost in terms of US casualties was 28
killed, 1 missing and 205 wounded in action. The misgionwas brought to a
successful completion on 15 July.

(g) Table of Accomplishments, Civie Action conducted during the
period 1 May 1968 through 31 July 1968:

1 MEICAP II Operations 1050
_ Patients 96,809
2 Efforts to Improve 10C: Bridges Constructed 22
Bridges Ropair;d 19
Roads Constructed 47
Roads Repaired 171
3 Repair and Construction: Schools 17
Dispensaries ' 4
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Playgrcunds 12
Other Major | 34
Other Minor 28

4 Commodities Distributed: Cement 302,620 1bs
Lunber H 190,861 bd 1
Clothing 4,505 1bs
Health & Sunitztion 3,841 lb;z
Itens
Tin Sh.:se 39507 e
Foodeb ffa 119,594 1bs
i‘qi.ut 10 gols

i.  (U) Regional Force/Popular Force Upgredias anl ARV Training.

(1) The Army Republic of Vieinam (ARVN) Infantzy Re-Training Frogrem
continued during this perisd, The 1st Biigeis cimpletsd refresher train-
ing to the 3rd Bn, 52nd ARVM Infantry. At th: termination of treining
the CEE was conducted but the Battalion was graled umsatisfactory by the
Vietnameso maneuver dirsctor. Unforiunataly, e new II FFORCESV directive
became effective prior to this Cid hHeing rasilsdvled. The 3rd Brigads alse
completed training the 18t Br, 50th ARVN Regiu>nt during this period but,
again, the CEE was not adrinistered due tec thz new directive tsking effect.
The new directive has the 9th Infzntry Divisics providing refresher train-
ing to the following 25th ARVN Iafsnt»y Divisi:n battslions:

2-45th Infantry
3-4£th Infentry
1-50th Infantry

PTraining of the first unit (ne* idsntified) will commence approximstely
2 December but the exact storting dste will be dicteted by the availability
date of the ARVN unit,

(2) Regional Forces/Populsr Forces (RF/FF) Upgreding Program continued
to dbe supported with primary emphssis directed towards improving those
mitvosts situated along Highway QL 4 from to the My Tuan Ferry Site, Giamo
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Duc District, Dinh Tuong Province, Specific teams employed to support
the various programs were: Mobile Advisory Teams (MAT), Combined Recon-
naissance and Intelligence Platoon (CRIF), and Improvement Action Teams
§IMPACT). In early April the Logistics Administration Advisory Team
LAAT) was transferred to MACV and the majority of the U,S., personnel re-
mained as previously positioned. ‘

(a) Five 9th Infantry Division MATs were operational during this
reporting period., Their upgreding efforts again covered the spectrum
from outpost defensive improvements to the conduct of tactical operztions.
Although the personnel and equipment suprort was provided by Division, the
esaployment location was as directed by II FFORCESV. Normally the MATs
were situated in an ares where an RF company was tactically supporting
the RD effort. Significant improvements were noted in RF/FF living cor~
ditions, in outposts construction and in the type and frequency of offensive
and defensive operations. A4s of 31 July 1968, the five MATs were deployed

as follows:

UNIT LOCATION ' PROVINCE
TF Forsyth XT278101 Long Khanh
XT031866 Bien Hoa
3rd Brigade XS740698 Long An
XS5540720 Long An
Xs850858 Gia Dinh

Two sdditional MATs were positioned in the 9th Infantry Division TACI,
but were under the operational control of the 11th Armored Cava Regiment,
They were located in Binh Tuy (XT380264) and Long Khanh (XT932250) Province,

(b) In mid-June the 1st and 3rd Brigades exchanged TAOIs and ars now
located in Long An and Dinh Tuong Provinces respectively. To allcw for
closer supervision and better logistical support, the IMPACT teams deployed
with their individual units., The locations of the teams at the termina-
tion of this reporting period are as follows:

UNIT LOCATION PROVINCE

18t Brigade Binh Fhuos Long An
Rach Kien Long An

Tan Tru Long An
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2nd Brigade Giao Duc Dinh ?uong

: Cai! Be Dinh Tuong

Cai| Lay Dinh Tuong

3rd Brigade A0 CRACKERJACK Dinh Tuong
TF Forsjth Mobile Bien Boa
RTAVR Phouc Lai Bien Hoa

Due to the mobility of lhe three Brigades the IMPACT teams had numerous
opportunities to cover é majorivy of the TAOI, especially the area south of
Saigon. These 2-man teams continued their high impact, short term visits

---and wers most appreciated by the Vietnamese officials aud their US advisors.

The amount of BEF/FF IMPACT support provided is shown on inclosure 2 .

(¢) The CRIPs continued their employment in Long Thanh, Bien Hoa Pro-

.vince and in Tan An, Long An Province, Due to the departure of some US

military units from Bearcat to Dong Tam and the exchange of TAOIs between
the 15t and 3rd Brigades, both CRIPs were faced with personnel turbulances
and a change in command control. However, by 31 July both platoons were
fully organized and fnnctioning as a combined force. Again, during this
period. the CRIPs experienced marked success and performed a variety of mis-
sions ranging from the employment and use of air boats to the seeking and
destroying a specific VC infrastructure target. The lLong Thanh CRIP's ac-
complishments were especislly noteworthy during the latter part of June

in the western Long Thanh District area. Their interdiction of the VC
waterways achieved significant results and prevented the VC from having

a relatively free LOC leading through that particular area.

(d) The Reciprocal Mobile Training Team (RNMTT) did not present any
clagses during the period but considerable progress was made toward for-
mlating the US and Vietnamese tesms, It is planned that approximately
ten hours of instruction would be presented by the US team to designated
Yietnamese battalions. Initially the Vietnamese RMIT was scheduled to
present ten hours of various classes to the US battalions, but progress
towvards this end was amazingly slow, At this time an effort is being
made to position two or three Vietnamese instructers at the Reliable Academy
and thereby have the RMIT present basic subjects to the newly arrived 9th
Infantry Division replacgments. Yhe program has distiict possibilities and
signs are encouraging that the Vietnamese will cooperate in this plan,

Jo (U) Engineer Support. (1) During the reporting period engineer sup-
port continued to be provided primarily by the division's organic 15th
Ingr Bn, the 86th Engr Bn and the 93rd Engr En. Mine sweeping and road
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block clearing continued to occupy a majority of combat support operations.
Base construction at Dong Tam Base also accounted for a large portion of
engineer effort. Significant activities during the reporting period included
the completion of road upgrading on Highway QL4 in Dinh Tuong Province on

15 July 1968. The 15th Engr Bn Emplaced a 160-foot double triple Bailey bridge
northeast of Tan An in Long An Province to replace a similar one that col-
lapsed due to sabotage and assisted in the construction of a 920-foot M4T6
float bridge at Ben Luc to replace a bridge on Highway QL 4 destroyed by

enemy efforts. The 15th Engr Bn played a major role in the upgrading of

bridge approaches and final emplacement of the bridge.

(2) During this quarter, the 15th Engr Bn pursued an active civic pro- -
gram. Eight medcaps were conducted in the battalion's area of operation,:
in which 549 civilians were treated. Materials and labor were donated
in rebuilding a school in Saigon and an orphanage in My Tho.

(3) New enemy techniques encountered were the increased use of hard-
to detect plastic mines in place of metal mines and the construction of
numerous small (1 foot high, 1 foot in diameter) road blocks in clusters
instead of one massive earthen road block. Within each cluster, several
are booby trapped. Since any of them might be rigged, each one has to be
painstakingly cleared which increases the time expendcd opening the road.

(4) New techniques employed by the 15th Engr Bn included the use of a
plow which is mounted behind an Armored Personnel Carrier and which
travels alongside the road to locate and cut command detonating wires.
Another innovation was the evolvement of a battalion security platoon con-
sisting of four flame tracks, two 3/4-ton trucks with 50 caliber machine
guns and two 106mm recoilless rifles mounted on %-ton trucks. This pla-
toon is used for providing security to engineer work parties, infantry
troop movements, convoys and base camps to include Dong Tam Base (See Incl
16, 15th Engr Bn's ORLL).

k. (C) During the past quarter the communications resources of the 9th

Division have been stretched to the maximum. This has been due to the re- ) . -
location of the division headquarters from Bearcat to Dong Tam on 26 July and

tactical operations that have extended dzep into the Delta region. During

the phase-in of the division headquarters at Dong Tam, there was a progressive

build-up of circuits that completely duplicated and in some cases, sur-

passed those that were installed at Bearcat. Specific areas of interest

and lessons learned include:

(1) (U) Coordination with USARV for Army circuits that would be required
once the division headquarters moved to Dong Tam was started in early May.
Requirements for telephonic communications with four AKVN divisions, III
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and IV Corps TOCs and Senior Advisors, various Sector Advisors end = ccmplete
tie-in with the long distance trunking system were validated, Further, re-
quirements for a telephone dial system at Dong Tam had to be determined and
coordinated. As a result of this coordination on the 26th of July when the
division headquarters re-located, the ground work had been lald and circuits
vital to the operation of the headquarters were routed to those locations

(2) (U) Frequencies for the FM tactical radios have continued to be a

 problem. Since the greater portion of the frequencies assigned by II Field

Force to the division are shared with other US and allied units, careful
study of the area where a frequency is to be used must be made prior to the
actual assignment for use by s unit. Even when this is done some problems

--ocoury -Since all »mits in the III and IV Corps Zones are not controlled by

II Field Force, frequency assignments made by the Signal Office ofter dup-
licate those of other major units (Navy, Advisors, Artillery, etc). The
problem is further complicated by the regular changing of frequencies when

a new CEOI is placed into effect. Close coordination is maintained with
Brigade Signal Officers to provide frequencies that will be relatively clear
in each area of operation,

(3) (U) Commmicaticns security is of vital concern in the 9th Division.
In this area further advances have been made in the regular changing of

the CEOI, For the first time since the division departed Fort Riley, a
reserve edition of the CEOI has been in the hands of units to be implement-
ed in the event of a compromise. A cheduled change to the CEOI was placed
into effect on the 16th of June. This edition of the CEOI was compromised
by loss in early July and as a result the reserve was placed into effec*

on the 11th of July., The publication of new and reserve CEOIs required
complete re-alignment of methods of operation in the Division Signal Office,
Since this has been accomplished, new CEOI items are prepared constantly for
division distribution,

(4) (U) Instructions on the use of the CEOI (CEI) were laLt published at
Fort Riley, During this quarter a new issue of Communicatibh - Electronic
Instructions have been compiled., Complete distribution to t 1 holders of
the 9th Division CEOI will be made during the month of August. These will
provide updated current information on division radio nets, codes, wire

..operations and all aspects of communications within the division that do
not regularly change.

(5) (U) Due to tactical operational re.uirements that have probed deep

.into the Mekong Delta, a requirement existed to provide long range voice

radio contact between the division's headquarters and the mobile riverine
headquarters. This problem was solved by the establishment of a single
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sldeband voice radio net, Dependable direct radio communicotions are now
available regardless of ‘the location of the Riverine Force. FM retrensmis-
sion stations have proved impractical due to the distances and lack of
sultable secure location in which to pluce them.

. {6) (W) 1In addition to the direct radio voice net to the Riverine Force,

a requirement for direct telephone and teletype communications existed,
Through careful planning and coordination with the 2nd Brigade Signal Offi-
cer, methods have been devised to track the USS Benewah with VEF antennas
in ordexr Vo waintain solid communications, When the ship approaches the
maximum range of the VEF equipment strategically located radio relay stations
are activated to maintain the telerhone and teletype circuits. Using this
scheme of operations these communications are maintained with a minimum out-
age time, Prior to this quarter these methods had not teen attempted. Al-
80 developed for the Riverine Force was a concept for telephonic communica-
tions when they establish a forward CP at a locstion remote from the Benewsh,
In this case a method was devised to mount a VHF station on a medium land-
ing craft snd track it in the ssme menner as the Benewah is tracked. This
proved to be highly successful and provided the multi-channel telephone
communications to the 2nd Brigade which are so vital fer an operatlon of
this type.

7 (U) Teletype message traffic continues to be of vital concern to the
Signal Officer. In coordination with the Adjutagnt General, the Division
now has an established Message Review Board., Since the establishment of
this board constant inprovements have been noted in this area. Staff Sec-
tions or headyuarters that dispatch messages determined by the Messasa Re-
view Board to be over-classified, verbose, containing too high & precedence
or other means should have been used, reciive a IF or letter sigu.u v, wi
Chief of Staff informing them of the findings of the board. The continued
command emphasis in this area has shortened communication center handling -
time of teletype traffic and provided the 9th Division with a much more :
efficient teletype system. ‘

(8) (U, During joint operations with the Navy and Air Force a need arose:
to have an operations code that contained phrases that were common to all
three services. Through coordination with USARY arrangements were made to
obtain joint KAC codes and numerical/suthentication tables from DIRNSA that
met these criteria. The issue of these codes should considersbly reduce
the time required to encipher messages that previously had to be spelled
out letter by letter. Terms and phrases required by the Army anc Navy are
contained in this one KAC booklet, °
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1. (o)

(1) General: During the reporting period, Army aviation supported
division operations daily., The defeat of the enemy's second Saigon offen-
sive was characterized by thé use of multiple assault helicopter companies,
armed helicopter platoons, Medium and heavy helicopters were used for move-
ment of artillery, supplies and troop lifts. The 9th Aviation Battalion
provided genersl support to the division during the period and responded to
request from units in contact. II FFORCEV supported the division by pro-
viding a daily average of 1.8 assault helicopter companies and two CH-47's
for resupply, artillery movement and troop lifts.

(2) Employment of Army Aviation in support of operations: The 9th
dviation Battslion continued to provide general aviation support to the
division by furnishing on a daily basis 17 UH-ID's, 3 LOH's and 6 UH-IC
gunships, During une reporting period, the 9th Aviation Battalion has
supported the division by flying 21,186 sorties, hauling 360 tons of cargo,
airlifting 33,385 passengers, conductlng 168 med-evacs, averaging 3,362
flying hours per month, flying 1,435 night hours, and 1,397 hours of com~
bat asgsaults,

(3) On 15 Jul 68, 9th Avn Bn in conjunction with 709th Maint Bn began
a test of the Decentralized Aircraft Maintenance concept when Company B/709th
Maint Bn was attached to anc colocated with the 9th Avn Bn, (See Inclosure
18, 9th Avn Bn's ORLL)

m. (C) Chemjcal Operation
(1) E63 Manpack Personnel Detector (MPD) (People Sniffer)

(a) During the reporting period there were 82 MPD missions flown for
a total of 316 hours. Missions were flown uiilizing both the UH-ID and OH-
6 aircraft, Results were reported either to G2 Air for inclusion in their
compilation of intelligence indicaiions or to Brigade Bwadquarters for im-
mediate reaction to maximum readings. Total flying time during the pre-
vious quarter was 39 hours covering 23 missions. The primary-reason for the
trcuendoua increase in usage is aue %o the fact that each brigade now has
& "Psople Sniffer" team svailsble for instant use when required by the

tactical situstion,

(b) One significant example citing th= v~3 of the "People Sniffert
occured on 1 Jun 68 when the 2-39 Inf and 2~60 Inf inserted after record-
ing maximum people sniffer readings and receiving some ground fire, Two
companies of the 2-39 Inf moved toward trails located in the erea and im-
mediately rvceived heavy ground fire, Ground elements were supported by
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several air and massive artillery strikes., Contact lasted until late at
night, As a result of a sweep of the erea the next morning 41 VC XKIA (BC)
were found and 14 weapons were captured.

(¢) VYith the introduction of the Airborne Personnel Detector (APD),
intelligence capabilities have been increased considerably, due to the
fect this instrument is far superior to the Manpack Pemsonnel Detector.

(2) Riot Control Agent Operations: During the reporting period there
were seven missions flown utilizing bulk CS as s persistent contaminator.
. Over 19,000 pounds were dropped covering over 105 hectares, There were
241 E158 CS Cenister Clusters employed this quarter during 32 missions.
The most significant results were:

(a) 3 Jun 68: 12 E158 CS Canister Clusters were dropped at XS275584,
XS240590 end XS260582, in support of the 2-39 Inf and 2-60 Inf in contact
with a VC Battalion. After the munitions were dropped, the VC abendoned
their positions and exposed themselves to LFT and ground infantry fire,
The results were 52 VC KIA (BC), 14 SA and 3 C/S weagons destroyzd or car-
tured.

(b) 8 Jun 68: 11 E158 CS Canister Clusters werc dropped at XS227564,
XS240564 and XS5239582, in support of the 2-39 Inf, 2-60 Inf, 2-47 Inf and
CIDG elements in contact with a VC Battalion. Agajn as soon as the muni-
tions dispensed the CS, the enemy was forced to expose hemself, Results
" of the contact were 73 VC KiA (BC), and 1 POW, 3 AK-47's, several B4O rds,
several uniforms and gas masks were captured.

* (¢) 17 Jun 68: 8 Ei58 CS Canister Clusters were dropped at XS394335
(center of mass), in support of 2-3% Inf, 2-60 Inf and CIDG elements in
contact., Results were: 57 VC KIA (BC), and 1 Pow, 11 AK-47's, and 1 anti-
aircraft weapon captured.

(d) 23 Jun 68: 8 E158 CS Canister Clusters were dropped at XS667736,
in support of 2-39 Inf, and 2-60 Inf in contact. Results of the contact
were: 41 VC KIA (BC), and 1 60mm mortar, 11 AK-47's, ¢ POW and 900,000
piasters captured.

~ (e) 25 Jun 68: 12 E158 CS Canister Clusters wers dropped at XS609708
(center of mass) in support of the 2-47 Inf (M), 2-39 Inf, 2-60 Inf emd
5-60 Inf (M) elements in contact, Results were: 42 VC KIA (EC), and 10
AK-47's, 1 AK-50, 2 1light MG's, 2 RPFG's, and 1 pistol captured.
(3) Defoliation
(a) During this reporting period there were herbicide missions flown
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at Besrcat perimeter, Rack Doi Ma River west of Rack Kien and Cia Ray
Mountain., A total of 193 hectares have been treated thus far,

(b) Requests have been submitted for defoliation of the perimeter
at Dong Tam and extensive areas to the west and east of Dong Tam,

(4) Enemy CER Activity

(a) Although there were a few VC gas masks captured, there we-: no signi-
ficant enemy CER activities within the 9th Inf Div TACI during this repurt-

ing period.

(b) The enemy probably does not possess the capability for CER War-
fare with the possible exception of the employment of Riot Control Agents
with small area coverage such as grenades,
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2. (C) Section 2, lessons lesrned: Commanders' Observations Evaluatiotn_s_

and Recommendations.

a. (C) Personnel

" (+) (U) Morning Report snd Statistical Inquiries.

OBSERVATION. Timely and accurate response to requests concerning
morning reports and/or statisticel inquiries is often precluded by
distance of subordinate units from this headquarters and the tactical
gituation. , :

EVALUATION. Data reported under the hrmy Personnel Accounting System
is ured in reports which form the basis for significent commend and manage-
. ment decisions at all echblona of commandj | It is therefore important that
requests for clarification or additional ormation be given priority |
attention, 4 )

RECOMMENDATION. That AG establish & Suspense Control Section to handle
all suspense and regular morming report correspoudence to include requests
for clarification or additional information. !

(2) (U) Erroneous Casualty Reports.,

OBSERVATION, Casualty reports involving KFA and seriocusly WHA, called
in during the confusion of combat require confirmation prior to release
to USARV. Confirmation is often difficult to obtain within the USARV
impoged limit., v |

‘ |

EVALUATION, The confusion of combat causes s distinct posaibility
of erroneous casualty reporting regardless of the care taken to insure ‘
accuracy., Communications problems add to this possibility since Casualty
Branch personnel are often unable to conteet mits aad./or graves registration
pointe to verify casuaslties, The added pressure of meeting reporting i
suspense dates along wi“h these other problems often sesults in reports
being submitted without proper confirmation. ‘

RECOMMENDATIONS. Casualty Branch, units end graves registration points
utilize any and all means of communications availsble to confirm initial]
reporta. Casualty Branch should confirm reports prior to relaying them
to USARYV, |

|
1
|
i

(3) (U) Requisitioning of Blank Forms from Japsn.
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OBSERVATION. Units are encountering delays in receipt of requisitioned
blank forms, )

EVALUATION, The US Army AG Printing and Publishing Center, Japan has
over 1,100 separate accounts from units in Vietnam, Unita have not been
following proper requisitioning procedures and have submitted an excessive
mmber of specisl requisitions, thus, increasing the workload on USAAGPPCJ .
These factors are causing unnecessary shipments of blank forms by sir
transportation and considerable delay or non-receipt of needed forms.
Positive actions are being initiated to minimize the problems as follows:

(a) Requistitions are being consolidated at battalion or higher level,

(b) Publication accounts at USAAGPPCI for company and smaller size
units are being canaelled. ,

(¢) Special requisitions are being routed through this headquaters
where an attempt to obtain the required forms will be made prior to
forwarding the requisition to USAAGPPCJ .

RECOMMENDATIONS., TUnits consolidating requi51tions for blank forms
 take positive action to insure that monthly requisitions are submitted
promptly and correctly and that all units are meintaining e least a
sixty day stockage of forms.

(4) (¢) Transportation for Personnel (24 Bde).

OBSFERVATION. The MAF has been experizacing difficuliies in securing
transportation for troop passengers wtr.:. the MRB is located away from a
base which cannot be reached by surfa-e transportation.

EVALUATION. Personnel departing the MAB to go on R&R are often
delayed several days, and ir the past have been unable to arrive in time
to depart on their scheduled flights, Personnel denartines fAr NEROS
purposes are often delayed, but since they ususlly leave early, the.delay
does not affect them as mich as those who have tic.ir wave: 0 meet Tuem )
at the B4R site. This results in a considerable financiid loss, to say
nothing of the serious morale problem it creates. Personnel leaving for
the purmose of conducting business have waited as long as 3 days before
trangportation arrived. At the present time, the order of priority for
personnel departing the MRB.is as follows: 1. Emergepcy Leave 2, R&R
3« DEROS 4, Official Business. Since the Brigade usually has only 2 or
3 flights per day, only the people with top priority get to leave,
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In addition, Army correspondents, key G-2 personnel (interpreters, etoc.)
and visiting officials receive a top priority rating, second only to .
those going on emergency leave, During onme 7 day period that the MRB

vas awvay from Dong Tam, the Brigade averaged 25 departing personnel per
day. Personnel returning from leave have the same problem. Recently

the Brigade received 60 (replacements R&R) troops, by ship, who had been
waiting at Dong Tam for saveral da.ys. This &gain presents a serious
morale problem and also reduces the mxmber of peopla available for use

in the field.

RECOMMENDATION, fThat two utility helicopters be placed at the dis-
yosal of the 2d Brigade to alleviats its administrative tranaportation

problems,

b. (€) Operations
(1) (c) B158 €S Cannister Cluster used with the Personnel Detector (1st Bde)

(BSERVATION, The E158 CS cannister cluster used in conjunction with
the personnel detector is an effective method to locate the enemy and drive

him from prepared positions,

EVALUATION. The personnel detector and E158 CS dispenser @re carried
in the UH-1D utility helicopter. When a high reading is obtained on the
persannel detectox in a suspected enemy location, the CS can be placed
on the location i order to drive the enemy from his cover and concealment.
This method is most effective wben the CS drop is followed immediately by
an-assult by ground forces or by artillery fire. This technique has worked
effectively in tree lines, along canals, and in bunker complexes. One
precantion that should be taken is to insure that at least one of the
helicopter pilots is equipped with a protective mask,

RECOMMENDATION., Continued work must be undertaken in employing the
CS and "people sniffer" %o jmprove air drop accuracy and to determine what
nanguver or fire support actions best follow up the use of CS gas,

(2) (¢) Effectiveness of Combj.ning PSYWAR with the "Piling-on"
Technigues (1st Bde)

OBSERVATION. Considerable tactical success can be obtained by
. combining the use of CS, "people sniffer", ambush patrols, air landed
operations, and the "intimate psychological warfare program" with
the "pilling-om" technique.
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EVALUATION, The most effective group of tactical techniques developed
during this period concerns the action taken to asmnihilate enemy units.
The sequence involves location of enemy forces, "piling-on" 211 available
forces to encircle the enemy, and cause the encircled force to surrender
or be annihilated., The various techiques developed to support this
desired end have shown gratifing results. Initially the brigade begins
its operations by employing the "people sniffer", airborme CS, helicopter,
smbush patrols, and air landed operations to locate the enemy. Once
contact is established the brigade uses every available resource,
stripping the base camps bare; to surround the located enemy force,
Movement is contimued even during the hours of darkness to ensure that
the encirclement is complete, Then the brigade employs all available air
and artillery to pound the enemy force, halting occasionally to practice
the "intimate psychological warfare" described below, Finally the area
is swept to destroy those who refuse to surrender. The primary object of
this group of techniques is tn obtain the surrender of a large enemy force.
While the brigade achieved some sucess in this direction against local
forces in DINH TUONG Province, prospects are expected to be bettier
against the NVA units, who should be more susceptible to the appeals of the
"intimate psychclogical warfare" program. If all the techhiques are
employed properly and a certain element of luck is present the "piling~-on" .
tactic might yield gratifying results. We also further wish to refine
this tactic through the inclucion of other friendly forces. This worked
quite well in DINH TOONG Province when we acquired the cooperation of
CIDG units.

. RECOMM=NDATION., Mors study and practical work must be undertaken
on both methods of gaining contact with the enemy and methods of encircling
an enemy contact. Techniques must be further refined,

(3) (¢) Improvement of "Intimate PSYWAR" Techniques (1st Bde)

OBSERVATION. Technlques concerned with. the employment of the "intimate
psychologinal warfare" program can be refined.

EVALUATION., During our encounter with main force battalions outside
AO CRACKERJACK we gquickly realized that our psychological appeals to the
individual soldier were not applicable to these type targets. A second
set of appeal cards are presently being prepared to hit directly at the
cedre and leaders of these main force units aiming at the surrender of an
entire main force unit, With a selection, the US commander can choose
his appeal based on the character and size of the contact. In debriefing
an NVA Regimental S1 we found that our timing suffered. The trapped
battalions had not been pounded long enough before we started our 15
to 20 minute appeals., He related to us that when the rhythm of "appeal-
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firepower - appeal! was set up the NVA used the lull to maneuver their
troops away from the bombed area. In our next encounter we plan a 4-5
minute appeal and if we do not receive a mass turnout, we intend to
resume the firepower quickly. .

'RECOMMENDATION. Debriefing and evaluations of tactical techniques
mst be utilized to hone our techniques to the finest edge possible,
Information obtained from POW'a can assist evaluation considerably.

The "intimate psychological warfare" program is an ares of great nromise,
Every opportunity to utilize it must be seized and every utilization
studied, : ,

(4) (U). Attacking Fortified Positions (2d Bde)

) OBSERVATION. When conducting operations, in areas where there are
. known or suspected enemy fortified positions, it is imporiant to empley
the point element to the advancing unit at a reasonable distance go as
to force the enemy to disclose his position prematurely.

EVALUATION, Most fortified positions are constructed along the edge
of tree lines, and are reinforced with mutual supporting firing positions
or spider holes. Thu average fortified position is normally designed
with a killing zone in one general direction. The average port of these
positions are approximately eighteen (18) to twenty-four (24) inches
above the ground level,

RECOMMENDATION, If the main body is close enough to be engaged at the
same time as the point, there is no need for a point., The point element
or scout team mnst move in advance under the cover of the platoon, usually
at the limits of visibility snd supportability. The density of the terrsin
should dictate the distance between the point element and the main body; in
close terrain, this is purely a matter of judgement., When the point
element is engaged, the ground commander must be aggressive and maneuver
his force while supporting by fire. Only the ground ¢ommander can determine
what distance he can support by fire and still be free to maneuver,
In doing so he must realize that fortified positions are attacked by placir
direct fire on the embrasures, maneuvering to a flank, blinding the enemy's
visibility® with artillery (m§ or grenades (WP), and assaulting with flame
and explosives, If casualties result during the engagement of the point
element, the = #n hody must endeavor to retrieve the wounded but not at
the risk of exposing more men foolishly and ignorimg the mission of des-
troying the enemy.
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(5)(c) Anti-Ambush Prodedures (Riverine) (24 Bde) ’

OBSERVATION. Most ambushes on waterways are established along curves
or bends in tbe river, i

EVALUATION. An effective anti-ambush measure egainst ambush positions
located near a bend in the river is to employ artillery and airstrikes
(preferably napalm) on likely and known positions prior to entering the
area. This is not always feasible because of ground clearances and
compromise of the route of movemeht. In addition, light helicopter fire
teams, when recomnoitering likely ambush positions, often discourage the
enemy from engaging troop-laden craft. BRecent exneriences indicate that
the enemy prefers to engage assualt support craft when gunships are not
yroviding direct coverage during riverine movements, When the assault
craft are moving without aerial coverage, it is logical for each assault
boat to select an area for reconning by fire or suppressing enemy fires.
This provides a greater and more effective dispersion method for returning
fire or reconning by fire.

RECOMMENDATION. Once an ambush is encountered, it is essential to
accurately locate and mark the ambush, At the same time, all available
fires must be brought to bear on the enemy, suppressing his initial fires
and discourag1ng him to contime the ambush,

(6)(U) Cultural Drama Team (24 Bde)

OBSERVATION. A Vietnamese Cultursl Drama Team can be used in conjunction
with a MEDCAP/DENTCAP and a definite benefit can be cbtained,

EVALUATION. On past MEDCAP/DENTCAPs there has been a definite lack of
control among the civilian populace even thongh interpreters wera present.
The civilians have an overwhelming.curiosity and will crowd around the
doctors and dentists affording.them_little room. ta work. During a recent
CIVAC operation, it was ohserved that Vietnamese are fond of musical
programs. The members of the drama.team create a diversion with their skits,
and therefore can assist in keeping the people, especially the children,
entertained and away from the doctor and dentist. The civilians seem to
be greatly enthused by their shows and more control and better working
conditions are created.

RECOMMENDATION. The use éf a Vietnamese Cultural Drama Team be employed
in conjunction with MEDCAPS/DENTCAPS when available.
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(7)(c) Night Operations (Combat Patrols) (2d Bde)

OBSERVATION Conmanders and small unit lesders must insure thet mem-
bers of patrols operating in swamps or riverine envirorment are able to
maneuver themselves in the water.

EVALUATION. During the conduct of a night ambush patrol, five members
of the patrol drowned while attempting to embark an assault support
patrol boat (ASPB), It was later determined that none of the drowning
victims could swim, or was equipped with a life preserver. Other factors
having considerable influence of the incident were:

(1) Prior to and during the extraction, the patrol was briefly
engaged by enemy small arms fire; <this caused both the boat crew and the
patrol to be disorganized in. executing the extraction. ’

(2) Individual's gear consisted of steel helments, flask jackets
and web gear which hindered the patrol's movement in the water.

(3) No prior training had been received in ASFB night boarding
prodeduras.

(4) EHalf of the patrol members wore glasses and the muddy water
splashing on their glasses. reduced their viaability.

(5) KNone of the patrnl memhers wore life jackets.

RECOMMENDATICN,

(1) Prior to initiating a patrol in a riverine enviremment careful
consideration should be given to pairing off non-swimmers with strong
swimmers, therébyestablishing the buddy system. Non-swimmers should be
equipped with life_ jacketa. '

(2) Small boat training, with emphasis on night loading and un-
loading techniques, should be taught prior to conducting operations in-
volving small.craft, ,

(3) Equipment should be tailored to the mission and the environ-
ment,

(4) A review and reheqrsal of all procedures and tactics be made
prior to the operation.
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(8)(C) Employment of the MK-33 Frasmentation Grenade (24 Bde)

OBSFERVATION. The MK-33 Grenade bhas an effective casualty producing
radius of 30 meters. The grenade is well constructed, and it is a definite
asset in destroying the enemy., On several occasions, the grenade hxs been
employed to destroy unoccupied enemy bunkers. However, employment of the

" ‘grenade in that manner resulted in friendly casualties due to its increased

bursting radius.

EVALUATION. The MK-33 grenande should not be employed as a means for
destroying empty bunkers., The grenade is extremely effectlve for the pur-
pose for which it was designed. The arming device provid.as ample time for

. the grenade to he thrown and protective measures taken. B e

RECOMMENDATION. That a program of instrpction end training be pre-
sented in all units concerning employment of the MK-33 fragmentation
grenade, :

(9)(U) Identif Weapons of Casualties (24 Bde)

OBSERVATION. During medical evacuation fiom the battle area, weapons
of casualties are often misplaced.

EVALUATION. The task of recovering weapons from battle cnmsualties has
proven to be difficult at times. Unnecessary confusion can result in
identifying those weapons which are to be evacuated. Sometimes the
wrong weapons are collected because of several factors, e.g. the serial
number is not readily availnble, the unit's desire to continye its oper-
ation, and the act of redistributing weapons within the unit.

RECOMMENDATION. A workable solution to alleviate this proble is to
mark each weapon with a desienzted number. The marking c¢an include the
unit designation and should bs stenciled using vaint to pre¢lude rubbing
or wearing off. The weapon can be marked on its stock, making it ensy to
read. Once a weapon hzs been evacuated, immediate administrative action
should be initiated to vecord its disposition.

(10)(C) Street Fighting in Built-up Areasj Use of Tanks and APC's (3d Bde)

OBSERVATION. In many instances entire elements can be pinned down by
fire from relatively small enemy elements, '

EV.LUATION. From the standpoint of rapid reaction and shock, it
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would be extremely advantageous to have tanks and APC's working in close
conjunction with the foot soldiers.

RECOMIENDATION. When it becomes evident that extensive street fighting
is to be conducted, tanks and APC's should be immediately avai.i.ble to
ground crmmanders. .

(11)(C) Control of LFT's, TAC Air, and Artillery when two or more
Companies are in Contact in the Same Built-up Area (3d Bde)

OBSERVATION. During street fighting in built-up areas, wide dispersion
of company-size elements is required when two or more companies are in con-
tact at the same time. It bocomes extremely difficult to control movement
and to maintain exact locations of units. Due to the difficulty in con-
trol, coordination of supporting artillery, TAC Air and light fire teams
(LFT) aredifficult. From actual experiences in Saigon, there were times
when as many as three LFT's were working for different. companies at the same
time that TAC Air and supporting artillery were being utilized.

EVALUATION. It was found that the system that worked best in a sit-
uation like this was to have the LFT's utilize the FM frequency of the
company being supvorted and work directly with the company commander, TAC
Air was controlled by the battalion commander. Artillery was coordinated
through the battalion commander and controlled by the companies. The unit
in the target area maintained communication with FAC to identify friendly

locations.

RECOMMENDATION. That cantrol) be decentralized as indicated.

(12)(C) Expedient Fighting Positions Utilizing Plastic Assault Boats
(PAB) (3d Bde)

OBSERVATION. In many areas of the Delta, it is impossible to tie-in
defensive positions except by fire due tc the vast open areas of water-
filled rice paddies. Obviously soldiers cannot occupy a position while
standing or sitting in water all night, consequently defenses are not tied-
in as closely as desired.

EVALUATION. This praoblem has successfully been overcome by the use of
plastic assault boats (PAB's) which can be sling-loaded by helicopter into
defensive positions with little trouble. PAB's were positioned in the
water to fill gaps in the defense, camouflaged with natural vegetation and
uneed as a fighting position. Sandbags can be used to fortify the inner walls
of the PAB to give protection to the occupants. The added weight also lowers
the silhouette of the PAB in the water. o :
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RECOMMENDATICN. That this method be used to £ill gaps in defensive
positions caused by open, water-filled =are=s,

(13)(C) Night Insertinn of Troop Units (3d Bde)

OBSFRVATION. The difficulties of inserting a tactical element by
helicopter during the hours of darkness are far greater than those of
daylight insertions, Fven identification of the LZ itself can be almost
impossible on dark, moonless nights without prover supporting illumination.

EVAIUATION. A special S0P covering night insertions can result in a
more effective, faster and safer operation. Plans should be made for the

use of Pathfinders, Moonglow illumination ships, advance parties into the ,”_J;;.“m‘”,‘

1Z to act as guides for subsequent lifts of troaps, for reinforcement of
elements in the event of contact and for the employment of supporting
artillery, TAC air and gunships for LZ preparation and to cover the insertion.
The same plan should cover night extractions.

RECOMMENDATION. That each unit adopt an SOP to cover night airmobile
operations.

(14)(C) Riverine Operation Counterambush Plan (34 Bde)

OBSERVATION. Unlike operations conducted on land, waterborne operations
are often characterized by the necessity of units utilizing the same route
of return as was used for entrance into an operational area. On the re-
turn route the possibility of ambush is greatly increased.

EVALUATION. A need exists to establish an SOP to cover counterambush
techniques to be used during riverine onerations. Units must conduct
extensive training in counterambush techniques used on waterways prior to
engaging in actual operations. The »lan should cover a variety of situa-
tions likely to be encountered on any riverine operation . Also plans
should be made to cover any situation that may arise from a particular
operation not covered in the SOP, An SOP of this type may not eliminate
the ambushes, but will aszist the vnit in successfully combating them.

RECCMI'ENDATION. That it be mandatory that all units participating in . N

riverine operationa have a counterambush SOP and be required to participate
in extensive counterambush training prior t» conducting actual riverine
operations.
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(15)(C) Airstrikes on Intelligence Targets (3d Bde)

OBSERVATION. Airstrikes on intelligence targets can be made more
effective and result in increased VC body count if the forward air con-
troller (FAC) remains out of the target area until the time to mark the
. target with smoke rockets,

EVALUATION. Prior to. puiting in an airstrike, a FAC mmst recon the
target to insure the coordinates are eorrect, that there .are no friendly
troops in or near the target ares and to pick.the exact location where the
fighters are to drop their bombs.. When the.fighters arrive the FAC then
points out the target and. sets up a strike pattern. This takes anywhere
from five to ten minutes. It has been. proven by 3d Bde FAC's that recon
of the target using binoculars while flying 1-2 kilometers away and flying
at an altitude of 3Q00 feet or higher increases the chances af catching tne
VC off guard in the target area. VC on.the ground cannot hear the 0-1 air-
craft flying at that altitude until the FAC marks the target with 2 smoke
rocket., The time between the mark by the FAC and the first bomd drev by
the fighters can be as little as ten seconds thereby denying the VC time to
get into bunkers. '

RECOMM*NDATIOR. That this technique be used by FAC's when putting
airstrikes on intellignnce torgets or on Jmown VC locations,

(16)(C) Conduct of Night Airmohile Assaults (9th Avn)

OBSERVATION. Airmobile asaaults under the cover.of darkness can
provide the ground commander with an effective means of delivering his
troops to an objective with a high degree of surprise.

EVALUATION. There are certsin inherent prohlems in aviation support
of night assaults that can, wiih moper preparation, be overvome to the
degree necessary for the performance of succesaful operations, One prob-
lem is the difficulty . in losating the selected landing zone (LZ) et night,
A detailed daylight reconnaissance by the air mission commander and the
ground commander should ke made, Selection of wautes to .and from the L3
along with selectian of_ check paints tkat can be easily identified at
night will facilitate finding the LZ.at might, Pathfindera have been suce
cessfully used to provide pnsitive control in the 12, Radio commnicaw-
tions are established between the lead aircraft and the pathfinder ground
control. Use of directional light sigral guns provide positive identif-
ication of the LZ,
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Control of large formations becomes more difficult at night., Smaller

formations should be used for sase of control, depending on the requirement

of the ground commander for massing troops in the 1Z.

In order to succeed in producing an element of surprise, comsideration

~ should be given to deceptive reconnaissance, By reconning several different

areas, the chance of giving away the actual LZ to the enemy is lessened,

Successful five ship formation landings have been made in darkmess without

the aid of illumination. The bottom half of aircraft exterior lights

have been taped ta reduce detection while in flight.
: ;

- Night airmobile assaults require more planning, close coordination

between air and ground elements, detailed daylight reconnaissance, positive
control en-route to and in the LZ's and a simple but thoxough plan. ,P

.RECOMMENDATIONS, That detailed daylight reconnaissance of pre-planned

LZ's be made so that landing may be accomplished without flare illiminatian,

That pathfinders be inserted in the LZ five to ten minmites shead of the

first 1ift to provide positive identification and control of LZ's.

That five ship formations with one minute intervals between 1ifts
be considered for ease of control.

(17)(U) Use_of Masonite (15th Ener)

OBSERVATION. Masonite has a tendency to warp when it becomes wet or °
if the sheets are placed together too tightly.

EV&LUATION Much of the construction recently accomplished has in-
clufed the use of masonite, It has been noted that this material often
warpk when wet or placed tightly together. In an attempt to prevent this

i

warblng, nmeasures were taken to assure a nailing area across the center L‘

of Fhe sheet of masonite and an extra 4" space left between sheets. !
Apprbximately a two inch masonite strzp can be used to cover the seam.

1 ‘
' OMMENDATION. When installing masonite, provide it with as much
nailing arca as possible and allow snace between sheets for expansion.

(18)(U) Concrete Pads (15th Ener)

OBSERVATION. Precautions must be taken when pouring cannrsts during
periods of adverss weather conditionms.
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EVALUATION. During the pouring of concrete foundation pads, a number
of problems. have becn experienced, In view of heavy requirements for
concrete pads, it hus been impossible to pick the days for placing con-
crete. Thus, the hard rains and intense heat of the monsoon season have
made the process very difficult, To comhat this problem, pieces of plastic
wvere placed over the .surface of the concrete and smoothed by hand with the
plastic in place to produce a semi-fine finish, By doing. this, the rain
only slightly affected the surface of the fresh concrete. After the rain
the plastic was removed, and the surface was trowel finished.

RECOMMENDATION. When it becomes necessazy tc pour concrete during ad-
verse weather condition, a procedure similijar to +hat described above

should be used,

(19)(U) Skin Resh '(T‘ith Engr)

OBSERVATION. After working in concrete for some time, some of the
men developed .a skin rash from concrete poisoning. This skin rash was
more prevalent with those persons who worked with the dry cement while
charging the mixer.

EVALUATION. Immedintely after working and during every bresk through-
out the day, each man who had cement on his body was required to wash
himself at the work sites. Not alluwing the cement to linger on the skin
any longer than necessary proved to be a great help in reducing the number
of skin rash cases,

BECOMMENDATION. When personnel are working long periods of time with
dry cement, insure that they have a means of periodically washing their

skin free of the congrete powder.,

(20)(C) Plastic Mines (15th Engr)

OBSERVATION. The enemy is now émplacing plastic mines in roadblocks
which are extremely hard to detect with the DTR-FRS-3 or 153 Mine Detectors,

EVALUATION. The use of plastic mines by the local VC make the clearing
of roadblockes a time consuming and expensive proposition. Since our mire
detectors are not detecting these booby traps, we must destroy each pile
of mud which necessitates a great quantity of explosives.

RECOMMENDATION. Modify a D-5 Dozer by attaching a deflection shield on
the rear of the blade. This will also require metal shields similar to
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those on an MP excort jeep to provide the driver with protection from
booby traps on the sides. The D-5 Dozer is capable of removing a majority
of the roadblocks encountered,

(21)(v) Overheating of D-5 Dozer (15th Engr)’

OBSERVATIOﬁ. The air mobdile D-5 Dozer is issued without a belly pan
and a radiator screen. When working in soft soil or in wooded areas, it
continuously overheats,

EVALUATION. In order to prevent this overheating from occurring, we
have fabricated a belly pan from 3/4" plate sieel which helps keep soil,
1limbs, and other foreign matter, out of the underside of the engine and
helps keep tHe radiator from being punctured. A screen was mounted
gimiliar to ‘that on a D-7 and all extraneous matter wzs kept away from
the radiator, tms.allowing the engine to keep cool.

RECOMMENDATION. All D-5 Dozers should be igsued with belly pans and
radiator screens installed.

(22)(C) Use of Non-Metallic Mines Against Vehicles. (15th Engr)

OBSERVATION. As in the case of the previously mentioned roadblocks,
the VC are planting non-metallic mines in the road.

EVALUATION. In view of the inability of our standard mine detectors
to pick up this type of mine, it has become necessary to develope an al-
ternate device. At present we have achieved some success by employing a
plow pulled by an APC, vhich cuts a furrow along the side of the road.
One man is assigned the mission of inspecting the furrow closely for wires.
Although not perfected, by next quarter there should be a plow configured
so it can cope with the rice paddy dikes and sharp enough to penetrate to
a depth of 8". Perhaps a civilian hydraulic disc is the answer,

RECOMMENDATION. Effort should be placed toward developing a standard
device to accomplish the task described above.

(23)(C) Anchorage System for Floating Bridges (15th Bmgr)  ° .

OBSERVATION. When we consider that every road south of Saigon is virtually

a causeway, the problem of supporting anchor sr-temws. becomes an umisually

difficult one. The aveas #n which 2n anchor tow.c would be placed is usually

in the rice paddy.
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FYATHARION, We ba.e Zound that an 8' x 8' floatatinn platform can
é\\lﬁ;ﬁ;at.t # V@) tower and surmise that a larger tower would only require
4fger rlatform. The deadmen are a related problem and 55 gallon
drums filled with consrete seem to be the answer. They must be placed

with the aid of a helicopter, but aonce in place, they do the job,

RECOMMENDATION. Under the conditions stated, a system similar to
thet described above should bhe used.

(24)(U) Whip Antenna Mount (15th Engr)

OBSERVATION. In its present configuration, operation of the 4 ton
truck over rough roads causes excessive metal fatigne to the fender near

the antenna mount. :

EVALUATION. By ut'ilizing & 4" thick steel platé to sandwich the fender,
additional strength is gained thus reducing metal fatigue to the aluminum
- fender.

RECOMMENDATION. A modification should be made to the 3 ton truck to
strengthen the weak points over the wheels where radiocs are normally
mounted.

(25)(c) Conmnmicatiﬁns from an 1M (3th sig)

UBSERVATION. On 24 Jun 68, the 9th Signal Battalion was tasked with
the responsibility of providing tactical telephone commmnications to the
2d Brigade Foward Command Post (CP). The brigade forward CP is colocated
with the CP of the Brigade direct support artillery and operates from
a Landing Craft Medium (LCM). During combat operations the Brigade
Commander utilizes the LCM as his forward command post and spends a con-
siderable amount of time 2board .this craft. Because the LCM frequently
relocates, the only practical means of providing telephone communications
was from a boat traveling with the forward .cammand craft,

EVALUATION. On 25 Jun 68, a Bedio Terminal Van, AN/MRC-69 mounted on
a 2} ton truck with generatiors was driven aboard a 1CM-8., The next morning
the craft departed following the Brigade Forward ICM. A 30 foot antenna
was erected and attached to the side of the van. Initially communications
were to be installed between the boat and the 9tn Signal Battalion signal
center at Tan An, Ths distance proved too great so a relay atop Vung Tau
Hill was activated and the commnication link established, For the remainder
of the operation excellent communications were maintained even while the

Page 58

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

AVDE-MH ' 20 August 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Reports of Yth Infantry Division tor Period Ending
31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-05 (R1) (U) .

boat relocated, which was six different times during the nine-day opera-
tion. Naturally, the circuits could not be terminated tc the subscriber
while the boats were moving, however, once stopped, the subscribers were
tied into the carrier using WD-1. The circuitry included sole user lines
to Division Main elements, the Brigade CP (also aboard a boat) and Division
Artillery elements.

RECOMMENDATION. (a) A crank-up type antenna such as is used for the
AN/GRC-50 antenna should be used for this type operation. This antenna
facilitates the lowering of the antenna as well as extending the antenna
height. The antenna is also easier to rotate and improves communications
while moving.

(b) The van should be off-mounted from the truck as the coxswain's
visibility is reduced because of the height of the van. 1In addition, the
removal of the truck from the LCM reduces the boat silhouette thereby
decreasing the danger of equipment damage from enemy action.

c¢. (C) Training.

(1) Newly Graduated Aviators (9th Avn).

OBSERVATION: During this reporting period there has been a large
influx of newly graduated aviators with a corresponding attrition of
experienced aviators.

EVALUATION. The single ship, single fire team missions of the 9th

Avn Bn require each crew or team to operate on its own. After an initial
in-country orientation ride, the large part of a newly assigned aviator's
training is gained by experience on operational missions with an aircraft
commander or with another pilot who has flight experience in the  TAOR.
~The battalion standardization instructor pilots are endeavoring to train
additional qualified aviators as unit instructor pilots (IP) to provide

a large experienced training base.

ds (C) Intelligence.

(1) 1Integration of Target Acquisition and response means.

- .. OBSERVATION. During thés reporting period, there has been an increased
use of people sniffers and radar to detect the enemy. Best resuits have
been obtained when response was immediate.
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EVALUATION. Due to the fleeting nature of targets in tke Delta and
their close proximity to population, the most effective use of the detection
devices has been with an immediate response force that can move immediately
into the target area, Experience has shown the response should be measured
in minmutes rather than hours. The 1st Bde on 24-25 June used the people
sniffer to survey the surrotnding area of a 23 June contact, Maximum
readings along a stresmline were exploited immediately by a airmobile
force establishing contact with enemy force.

"(2) Capture Data Essential for Interrogations.

OBSERVATION. A high proportion of detainees were released as innocent

© e¢iviliang due to lack of capture data details for interrogatdrs to use

when screening the detaineeu,

EVALUATION. During first part of the reporting period insufficient
streas was placed ~n the detaining unit to list the detailed reasons for
detaining an individual results in an abnormal amount (80%) of detainees
from some units being released as Innocent Civilians., When detailed
capture data was demanded the ratio of innocent civilians to Civil
Defendants and PWs was reversed and a significant increase in the amount
of intelligence information obtained has been noted.

e. (C) lLogistics
(1) (¢) Resupplying Field Units. (2d Bde)

OBSERVATION. Resupply activities during cobat operations can be
expedited if the kits are properly prepared.

EVALUATION. If at all feadible, units should be resupplied prior
to the hours of darkmess; this will allow units to establish and properly
secure a landing zéne (when receiving resupply by air), and will further
permit the unit to displace to a new location after receiving its supplies.
When the tactical situation does not permit resupply prior to darkness
units should be provided the essentials of ammmnition and rations (to
include water). BHowever, the resupply kits must be of the minimum.
Prequently the enemy will avoid contact with the ground forces, until
they are in the process of receiving night resupply kits. At this
time both the ground force and tesupply helicopters may be engaged or
harassed with small arms and automatic wespons fire. There are many
basic procedures that will assist in expediting resupply operations.
One which has been emphasized in riverine operations is that of displacing
thbenight ' resupply kita-téopitk’up zone ia the~vycoaatyyoffihd FSB f6r
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subsequent airlift intc the AO, The sunplies must be neatly arranged
and properly marked with the wnit's designatioil. Prior to initiating
reaupply by air, the pilots must be briefed as to the unit's disposition,
radio frequency, and call sign. .

(2) (¢) Inadequacy of Organic Power Resources (9th Med) .

OBSERVATION., Organic TOE power resources dre inadequate for the equipment
of the Division Medical Company.

EVALUATION. During recent montns, the withdrawal of the aviation
units with their generators from Tan An and movement of Company B to
Dong Tam, where no PALE generators are available, have left our units

"~ with inadequate electrical power resources.. In the Mekong Delta, refrigeration

of foodstuffs and medical supplies is a constant problem. Units are
suthorized two 65 cu ft refrigerators, two 12 cu ft freezers and 18 12
cu ft refrigerators. Organic generators include three 5 EW and eight

1.5 KW for each unit. Since lights, radios, compressors for dental
units and motor pool, and emergwacy electrical pover for medigal facilities
are required, there is an insufficient power source by TOE 8-36E.

In addition, each unit is authorized a 15,57 MA I-Ray machine which alsc
requires a minimum of 20 KW, These requirements for power are prevelant
only in Vietnam, Here, medical companies perform base type operations
for area coverage in a stable, contonement situation which can accomodate
and requires this more smophisticated equipment.

RECOMMENDATION., That units be authorized two 45 EN generators per
compeny in a contonement situation where poat power (PAXE) is not available.

(3) (C) Airmobile Engineer Equipment (15th Engr).

OBSERVATION., Metal shavings have been found in the ‘ransmission of
the International 3414 Diesel ’I‘ractor Loader equipped with the International
3121 Backhow,

EVALUATION. These metal fragments are’ the suspected cause of equipment
breakdown and trasmissions wearing out prematurely.

- RECOMMENDATION, A thorough inspection should be preformed on all 3414 Coe

 Diesel Tractor loasders when issued to insure that the tranamissions ars

free of these metal fragments. Closer inspection at assembly sites may help
in reducing thia problem,
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(4) (T) Fhotograpnic Supplies (9ih Sig).

OBSERVATICNS. The 9th Signal Battalion furnishe-~ photographic coversage
for the 9th Infantry Division and various other non-divisional units
located in the general area., This larger area type support has created a
problem in obtaining proper photo supplies ard materials through normal
divisional supply chanrnels.

EVALUATION. Exampies of items which have become in short supply
through regular supply channels are: 8 x 10 projection paper, 35 mm Tri.x
pan film, various types of developer, and polariod color film. Without
these essential photographic supplies. the 9th Signal Battalion was placed
in g position of not being able to adequately support the 9th Irnfantry
Division with photographic coverage. As a result, the photo lab persornel
were forced to go to other signal bettalions throughout Vietnam, trading
and borrowing photographic cupulies.seo.4hat they would be able to contimue
supporting the9th Infantry Division with efficient photographic coverage.
4 practical solution to photo supply problem was found by working closely -
with the Division Supply Office and placing all needed photographic
supplies on a weekly useage list. From thig list, it was determined what
the authorized stockags should be. The 8ignal Battalion would then
place weekly requisitions for all expended photo supplies so that the
duthatized ! stockage would stay at a pre-determined level and enable the
Signel Dattalion to continue normal production. Some items of photographic
supplies, such as projectionist paper and polaricd fiim are still in short
supply in Vietnam, however, the above procednie hat nakled the 9th
Signal Battalion to obtain previously hari to get photzgmaphic supplies
and partially alleviate a zevins sipply jwodlem,

. RECOMMENDATION. It is recomsended that this preoedure be contimed
and possibly expanded to include expendable items which axe subject

to a recurring demand.

(5) $c) Transportation Betweer Camp Martir {o% wud D673 Taa by
Lend 10C (DISCOM),

OBSERVATION. The most significant losistical activity during the

' reporting period was the transportatiom of supplies between Camp Martin Cox
and Dong Tam after tihe Ben Luc Bridge(XS615758) was partially destroyed by
enemy activity on 30 June 68. ' The loss of the key bridge on Highway QL4
between Saigon and Dong Tam and the lack of instructions to request large
smounis: of lumber to meet the d.mands created by the build-up of troops

at Dong Tam, created the main logistical probdlems. A large number of units
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did not requisition bunker materia.ls until they arrived at Dong Tam. This
problem was minimized by trucking lumber from Long Binh.

RECOMMENDATIONS. A more detailed evaluation of supply requirements
should be made during the planning phase to insure that shortages are
“kept at 2 minimum, If adequate demands are placed on the supply system
a steady flow of materials of this nature will be available or if a large
requirement develops, a special notification should be sent to supply

agency.

(6) (C) Resupply of Dong Tam ‘bx Water (DISCOM).

OBSERVATION. Recent activities during the past month including
the demaging of several bridges between Dong Tam and Saigon point out
the need for increase of logistlca.l support utilizing water lines of
commnication.

EVALUATION. The very limited port facilities at Dong Tam will hinder
any large scale resupply effort between Vung Tau and Dong Tam., This waa
exemplified when the LST ramp was damaged on 14 Jul 68 to such an extent
that LST's cannot be used to transport cargo to Dong M™m witil the ramp ls
repaited, ¥No pile driving equipment was immediately availdble to repair
the ramp.

RECOMMENDATION. To adequately support Division Supply requirements
the beach discharge area must be expanded to allow for additional carge
storage ares and adequate off-loading facilities. Dong Tam Harbormaster
is submitting plans to the Base Development Officer that will indicate
what facilities, space, and materials are required.

- f£. (U) Organization.

None |

g. (0) 6ther_:

(1) (U) ZPrevention of Heat Exhaustion in Combat.

' OBSERVATION. Heat exhaustion can seriously affect combat operations
in Vietnam, ~ S

EVALUATION. During the day under active combat conditions, one canteen
of water is sufficient to maintain peak efficiency of the soldier for a
maximum of 3 hours., If water supply is not adequate, the field commander
can expect 10-40% losses from heat exhaustion in a day of active combat.
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initial phase of an operation, generally when contact made resupply
impossible., Most paddy water in the delta in not suitable for drinking
even with lodine tablets due to the high oresanic material and minerals

found in the water.

RECOMMENDATION. That each man have at least two full canteens of
water before going on an operation. That sach man carries a supply of
wvater purification tablets. That each company have availabe for imm-

instances there were lengthy delays from the date of the latest offense

with other requirments, including tactical situations, is recognized,

Justice system into disreput, increase mandays lost through pretrial
restraint, result in acquittals through lack of prodf due to material
witnesses bhaving been injured and evacuated, killed or rotated out of
country, and upon Motion, result im dismissdl of charges based upon

been noted: (1) Delay in securing laboratory reports from the Military

tiong would minimize the need to subpoena expert witnesses, thereby

pexrmitting work on laboratory analysis, Furthermore, use of expert
witnesses to identify marijuana by other than laboratory analysis will

than they can close & case as complete. Close liaison between command
(3) Lack of proper supervision of courts and boards personnel and trial

unnecessary delay. Investigation of delays has shovm that in a nhmbar
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Planning for water and salt supply should be in two phases - initial and
resupply., Most to the heat casnalties of this division have been in the

ediate resupply extra water and extra water purification and salt tableta

until the date of trial, often while the accused was confined. The right
of every accused to 8 speedy trial, subject to the relative right of the
Government to collect its proof and bring the accused to trial consonant

EVALUATION. Unnecessary delays in trials tend to bring the military

lack of speedy trial. Four major reasons for the delays occasioned have

Police Criminal Investigations Laboratory, especially in marijuana cases.
The Militery Police Crime Lab has noted thgt the subpoena of technicians
to testify in trials is a substantial factor in delay of analysis of all
samples sent to them, In many cases the ude of stipulations and deposi~ !

eliminate the need for laboratory analysis. (2) Delay to aw.ii couwpleted
CID cases. It is not normally necessary to await completion of CID report.
Normally the CID can furnish suificient information for prosecution sooner
representatives and the Provost Marshal will eliminate unnecessary delays.

and defense counsel to insure that agsigned duties are performed without

ol
(2) (U) Processing of ‘Court-Martial Cf ges, Lack of a Speedy Trial,!

OBSERVATION. During the last gquarter it was noted that in a mumber o}

|
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of cases the commander is not exercising proper supervision over courts

and boards personnel and trial and defense counsel and that, consequently
those individuals are performing other duties and not properly and promptly
performing their duties in such a manner that cases are tried without
unnecessary delay. (4) Tactical aitvation. Recent incidence of delays =
of a month or more while an accused was in pretrial confinement in the
stockade caused an investigation which revealed that the sole reason

for the delay was given as tactical operations. This reason, particularly -
when combined with (3), revealed a lack of candor and frankness in some
cases. No battalion has been ¢ommittéd withour periodic standdowns, for
sach protracted ‘periods.. In any event, methods of insuring trials are
permitted to borrow officers from other units, with the concurrence of

the commanders of such units, for the use as counsel or court members.
Cooperation between battalions and coordination by brigade headquarters

can do much to reduce delays in trial because of the tactical requirments
on officers of any particular unit.

RECOMMENDATION. The basic problem is one which can be solved through
a thorough education of commanders by the Staff Judge Advocate, and the
wholehearted cooperation of commanders in reducing delays in trials,
Administrative support of the Staff Judge Advocate, especially air
transportation to battaliom headquarters will allow closer coordination.
Command emphasis on reduction of delays will provide commanders with an
added incentive to try cases under this jurisdiction with dispatch,
thereby reducing mandays lost in pretrial confinement,

(3) (U) Yolume Level of PSYWAR loudspeaker Broadcasts (1st Bde).

OBSERVATION. It was discovered that many POW's and CTX8U HOI returnees
stated that loudspeaker broadcasts were too loud and difi.:ult to understand,.

RECOMMENDATION. That PSYOP battalion conduct or request from DA a
test in order to determine at which volume and at what altitude aerial
broadcasts should be conducted. Results should be published down to Brigad
level. , :

(4) (U) Beed for Chieu Hoi Instruction Brosdcasts (1st Bde).

OBSERVATIONS. It was reported recently that many NVA persoannel were
not aware of the CHIED HOI program.

RECOMMENDATION. That all units reemphasize the CHIEU HOI program and

make a concerted effort to broadcast current instructions and information
about the program over suspected NVA avenmues of approach into South Vietnam,.
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(5) (U) Operation of KY-28 in Command and Control Aircraft,

OBSFRVATION., Communication problems have risen with the installation
and operatién of KY-28'8 in the ASG~-10 and ASC-11 comand and control
consoles, B

EVALUATION. The 9th Aviation Battalion has the responsibility of
installing and maintaining the secure radio equipment used in the command
and oontrol helicopters. The three generals' ships and the 1st, 24, and
3d Brigade commanders' ships have been equipped with KY-28's for use in a
secure net. The consoles used in these helicopters are the ASC-10's, which
use two ARC-54 redios. These consoles have been in operation for over
twvelve months and many deficiencies are becoming prohinent. It has been
found through experience that the use of the KY-28 will make any deficienoy
more pronounced and in many-~casésa .dizeble-.the cafisole complétely: .. The fdaults
that cause poor or inoperative conditions of the secure consdles ares

1. Worn or frayed wires.

2. Worn or defective push-to~talk switches.

3. Weuk or migeliemed ¥M sets,

4. Inadequate ¢r fluctuating power aupply to consolo.
5. Malfunctioning headsets (HIOI/U ‘

6. Inexperienced operators.

RECOMMENDATION. After conferring with technical repesentatives from
MACV and USARV, the solution to making a completely operational secure
console would be as followss

1. Replace all cables, comnnectors, headsets, eitc, as necessary.
2. Check voltage regulator of helicopter for proper powei output.

3, Inform operators &f procedures when using secure equipment and of
modifiéd ioperating procedures whén usihg secure.equippent, iie,.on the -
ARC-54, the duty cycle is a ratio of 3to9. That is, for three seoonds
of transmission there should be at least nine seconds of cooling tiue.

o single transmission should be longer than 20 seconds, and & minimum of
one mimite should be allowed for ocooling.

4. Astion has been initiated to test and replace equipment as necessary,
Consdles #111 be tested by £iald maintenance svicnicssone at a’time until all

have been completed,
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3. (C) Section},'Headquarters, Department of the Army Survey Information:
Lessons Learned from Fmployment !of Tactical Cover and Decention.

a. (C) False Airmobile Insertions and Extractions at Night (1st Bde).

OBSERVATION., The use of Faise insertions and extractions during night
airmobile operations could offer some tactical advantages.

EVALUATION. On 22 and 23 Jul 68, company sized elements of the 1st
Brigade made night helicopter insertions into areas known to be used by
enemy infiltrators. The initial insertions were made to gain experience
in night techniques as w~11 re ﬁo exploit intelligence targets., Night

licopter operations could offer several advantages. First, false

ertions to confuse the enemy as to actual landing zone locatlons should

rk better at night because of [the reduced visibility. Second, false
xtraction or rartial extractions to leave umobserved stay-behind forces
can be most successful. Thlrd,1fa1se insertions and extractions could
cause an enemy reaction which might cause him to aviod certain areas he
needs for his night movement, Taot1ca1 success on the nights mentioned
above wa3 limited because of the lack of enemy targets and the compromising
effects of the illumistion raqu%red ‘for the night helicopter operations.

RECOMMENDATION. Contimmed development of night helicopter tactics
should be undertaken when suitable targets are availate. Such operations
will probably work best to leave stay-behind groups.

b. (C) Methods Employed by MRF to Achieve Tactical Surprise.
[ ;

OBSERVATION. The Mobile Riéerine Force constantly endeavors to
achieve the tactical elements of surprise when plenning and executing
strike and riverine operations, '

! EVALUATION. The act of achieving tactical surprise is rarely obtained
Jhen early coordination is effected for AQ's and specified strike zones.
Often, this early coordination and dissemination of operation plans tend

1o provide the enemy with opportunity to obtain advance or prior warning
of the intended t-rget or AC. Once an operation is initiated, movement
"of the river assault craft to and within the A0 must be decentive until

the evecution of beach asgaults by infartry elemerta. Waturally, deceptive
movement to and within the AO is contigent upon existing and navigable
waterways., If orior knowledge of the scheme of maneuver is obtained by the
enemy, thr probability of ~mecuntering ambushes along waterways in extremely
high. In addition, the maneuver battalions will either find an absence of
significant size ememy forces or the remnants of his delaying forces,
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There are no concrete solutions for achieving the desired element of
surprise. It is realized that the very nature of the enemy and his tactics
will not always permit maneuvering elements to locate, fix, and destroy him
in the nost expeditious manner., However, the MBF enploys a variety of
deceptive measures to deny the enemy a Bomprehensive evaluation of his

tactics. New techniques employed are:

(1) Varying the pattern of operations by changing the times of
attacks. ..c.-uawn landings as well as midday landings are initiated to

alter the pattern of attacks.

(2) Relocating the MRB several kilometers (i.e.'10 or more) fror the
immediate AO during tactical operations.

(3) Requesting several or an extremelyllarge A0 for each operation
planned.

(4) Deceptive movement of river assault craft to and throughout
vaterways in AO's other than the intended AO.

(5) Executing multiple riverine and airmobile insertions using the
"eagle float" and "eagle flight’ techniques respectively.

(6) Deploying maneuver battalions into the AO prior to establishment
of a PSB, This requires coordination for employment »f ARVN or other U.S,
artillery fire support for the maneuver battalions until the brigade*s DS
unit has established its PSB.

(7) Collaborating with sector and district advisors to disseminate
decertive information.

RECOMMENDATION. None,

AT

23 Incl E. B. ROBERTS

1, 9th Inf Div Organization/ BRIGADIER GENERAL, USA
Task Organization and Unit Acting Commander
locations

2, Roster of Key FPersonnel

3, Tectical Area of Interest (TAOI)
4e DPersonnel and Administration Date
5¢ Inemy Unit Locations

6. Artillery Support
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G=3 Air Operational Support Chart

G~3 Tgbuleted Cperctions Data

IMPACT Support To RF/FF

Bage Operations

18t Bde Opcration Report-Lessons Learned (CRLL)
2d Bde ORLL .. _. _ B -
3d Bde (RLL .

3-5 Cav ORLL

DISCOM ORLL

15th Engr Bn ORLL

9th Sig Bn CRLL

9th Avn En CRLL

~ COMR Operation HOPTAC I (1st Bde) (68X079) .

COAAR Operstion TRUONG CONG DINH Fhase I (1st Bde (68X080)

COAAR Opcration TRUONG CONG DINE Phase II (2d Bde) (68X044) i
COAAR Operatici. TOAN THARG (24 Bde)

COAAR Operation TOAN TEANG (3d Bde)

* Withdrawn, HQ, DA
**  Withdrawn, HQ, DA; pub sep as CAAR 68X073
*%% Withdrawn, HQ, DA; pub sep.as CAAR 68X081
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DA, Ly II FFORC:V, AYO San Francisco 96266 12 SEP 1366
THRU: Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC(DST), AZO 96375
Commander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTH: GPOZ-OT, APO 96558

TOs Assistent Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

1. Subject report is forwarded.

2. This headquarters hzs reviewed and concurs with the Operation2l Report-
lessons Lecrned of the 9th Infantry Division for the period ending 31 July
1968.

FOR TS COIZl.LDcRs3

Aut' AG
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AVHGC-DST (20 Aug é£) 2d Ind (U) . MAJ Klingman/ds/LBX L4433
SUBJZCT: Operational Neport of 9th Infantry Divisior for Period inding
31 July 1962, RS CSFOR-65 (n1) (U)

HTADQUARTERS, UNITZD STAT.S ARIY, VISTNAM, APO San Prancisco 96375 22 OCT 1968

TO: Cormander in Chief, United Statecs Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPCP-DT,
APO 96552

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the guarterly period ending 31 July 1962 from Headquarters, 9th
Infantry Divisinn. :

2. Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning overheating of -5 dozer, page 57, para-
graph 2b(21). The unit will te notified to submit a modification work
order (}0) in accordance with TI 38-750, o

b. Reference item concerning whip antenna mount, page 58, parazraph
26b(24): Concur, The unit will be advised to submit an equipment
improvement recormendation under the provisions of AR 735-35.

¢. Reference item concerning inadequacy of organic power sources,
page 61, paragraph 2e(2); and 1st Indorsement, paragraph 2. The. unit has
‘been advised to submit a regquest for TDA augmentatinn,

d. Reference item concerning volume level of PSYVAR loudspeaker
broadcasts, page 65, paragraph 2g(3). An evaluation to determine the
optimum altitude and volume level for airborne loudspeakers is currently
being conducted in the I CTZ. The results of this evaluation will be
disseminated through command channels.

FOR THZ COMMANDER:

20

W. C. ARNTZ

CrTAGC

Assistant Adjutant Gners|
Cy furn:

" HQ 9th Inf Div
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GPOP-DT (20 Aug 68) 3d Ind (V)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 9th Inf Div for Period Ending

31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HQ, US Arhy Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558

Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the

TO:
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subjest report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FORVTHE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
.l

C. L SHORTT  _
CPT, AGC

- Asst AG e
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CONFIDENTIAL

ORGANIZATION

31 July 1968

ASSIGNED UNITS

HHC 9th Inf Div
HHC 18t Bde
HHC 24 Bde
HHC 34 Bde
HHC Div Arty
2~39 Inf
3~39 Inf
4-39 Inf
2-47 Int (M)
3-47 Inf
4=47 Inf
2-60 Inf
" 3-60 Inf
5~60 Inf (M)
6-31 Inf
3-5 Cav (3=5 Cav D Trp OPCON
to 1st Air Cav Div)
2=-4 Arty
‘1-11 Axty
.3-34 Arty
1=-84 Arty
9th Avn Bn
ijth Engr Bn
9th Sig Bn
9th MP Co
43d Inf P1t (SD)
45th Inf P1t (SD)
Air Cushion Veh Unit
6318t AVN Det

Inclosure 1a

© CONFIDENTIAL

18t Air Boat Pla
2d Air Boat Plat
E/50th Inf (IRP)
Task Force Forsyth
Task Force Funston
(Deactivated 1 Jul 68)
HHC & Band, DISCOM
9th S&T Bn

709th Maint Bn

9th Med En

9th Admin Co
Reliable Academy

9tk MI Det
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584th MI Det
39th Chem Det
19th Mil Hist Det
47th Mil Hiet Det
18th PI Det

19th PI Det

224 PI Det

65th Inf Plat (Combat Tracker)
1097th Med Boat

ATTACHED UNITS

335th RRC

137th Med ‘

5-2 Arty (AWSP) (DS)

6-77 Arty

11th ACR (Detached 20 Jun 68)
OPCON UNITS

Royal Thai Army Volunteer Rogiment




AVDE-GT-T

9th Inf Div Main
9th Inf Div Rear
D/3-5 Cav
| 9th Div arty
1-8 Arty (-)
A/1-84 Arty
B/1-84 Arty
~ 0/1-84 arty
A/7-8 Arty (GCR)
5-42 Lxty (GSR) (-)
4/5-42 Arty
7-9 Arty (GR) (-)
B/7-9 Arty
¢/7-9 Arty

OPERATION TRUONG CONG DIN

3d Bde
3~39 Inf (=)
4/3-39 Int
C/2-47 Int (M)
1-11 Axty (25) (-)
4/1-11 arty

Incl 1b

< a R cdainient 2ndtand floh dhall
Rt Pa g R Sunpiek s artv o Aot
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Taak Organization and Unit

Locationa as of 0600

DORG TAM
BEARCAT
BEARCAT
" DONG TAM
DORG TAM
BEN LUC
FSPB MOCRE
TAN AN
BEN LC
BEARCAT
BINH SON
EEARCAT
FSPB TIK
NHA EE

DONG TAM
FSPB MOORE
FSPB LAMEERT
PSPB LAMEERT
" DONG TAM
FSFB MOCRE

ARt R cudiiiadion o dn. Aubihami e T
.

30 July 1968
XS 4147
XT 1600

_ XT 1600

. XS 4143
XS 4142
XS 6376
XS 2650
XS 5565
XS 6376
X¥ 1700
S 2193
Ys 1699
XS 1289
XS 9281

XS 4143
XS 2650
xS 3249
xS 3249
xS 4143
XS 2650

DOWNGRADED AT THREE YEAR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER TWELVE YEARS

DOD DIBR 5200.10
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B/1-11 Arty (=) (2 tubes)
(4 tubes)
24 Bde
4-47 Int
'3-60 Inf (-)
. E3>60Iar
334 acty (25) ()
C/3-34 Arty
OPERATION KUDZU
DISCOM
3-47 Inf (-)
B/3-47 Inf
E/3-47 Inf _
OPERATION TOAN THANG (Phase II)

18t Bde
2-39 Inf (-)
2-60 Inf
6=31 Int (-)
B/6-31 Inf
. C/6-31 Int
D/6~31 Inf
A/2-39 Inf

+3PB LAMBERT
MY FHOU TAY

MRB

DONG TAM

. DONG TAM

VINH KIM
VINH KIM

" TAN AN

RACE FIEN
FSPB MACHETE

BINI CHANH

NHA BE

75

CONFIDENTIAL

XS 9182

30 July 1968
XS 3249
XS 2060

XS 0036

XS 0036
Xs 0036

XS 0434
WS 9835

XS 4143
XS 4143
XS 3644
XS 4343

XS 5565

XS 7469

XS 6562
XS 7279
XS 7583

XS 0380
XS 8874




E—GO Inf (M) (=)

4/5-60 Inf (M)

C/5-60 Inf (M)

439 Int

 £/15 Bngr (=)

2-4 Arty (-)

A/2-4 Aty

B/2-4 Arty (=) (2 tubes)
(4 +bes)

0/2;4 Arty

‘:/1-11 Arty

RTAVR

;/muvn

%/hmvn

Btry RIAVR

TF Forsyth

2-47 Int (M) (=)
1/2-47 Int (M)
s me
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BINH PHOUC

TAN AN
A¥ AX
BACH KIEN
BINE PHOUC

~ TAR TRU

" CaN GIOUC

BEARCAT
FSFB TAK
BINE SOF
BEARCAT
BEARCAT
BEARCAT
BEARCAT
BEARCAT
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30 July 1968

XS 6155

XS 5565

- XS 6175

XS 5690
XS 5565
XS 5369
XS 7469
XS 6155
XS 6663
XS 5885
xs 8271
TT 1289
XS 1269
Xs 2193
T 1502

- Y5 1799
- Y8 1799

IT 1000

YT 1600
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Personnel and Administration Data (U)

1. (¢) te £ U trengths

8., Division Strength:
(Comparison as of 1 May 68 - 31 Jul 68)

 OFFICERS . ENLISTED
Aﬁthonzod Assigned Authorized  Assigned
My 1274 1264 16009 16448
June 1274 1221 16098 16928
July 1316 1213 16599 . 1612
(Strength by Montl) - |
; Anthorized Assigned 'Present for Duty
OFF WO  ENL OFF W0 ENL OFF W0  ENL

May 1090 184 16009 1107 157 16448 1181 173 17259
June 1090 184 16098 1067 154 16928 1185 173 - 16919
July 1130 186 16599 1060 153 16731 1176 173 16663
b. Gainss | |
COFF WO B GG
My 61 17 1663 1741
June 69 16 1183 1268
Juy 835 16 869 958

Tuql 4

| | 11
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3 July 1968
¢. Casualties: ‘
KHA WEA
or w oo OFF WO M
My 9 - W 4 e
Jung 4 1 18 23 1 498
July 5 2. 45 23 2 360
NED NHI |
May - - 10 2 - 58
e - - 7 , - 1 '
My - - 6 . - ‘
d. Analysis of Casualiies:
' ©iMALL BOOBY
MINES  ARMS = MORTAR  TRAYS  SNIPER  OTERR
RIP 52 1000 47 236 68 84
) Defense .8 56 28 4 6 0
Convoy 18 i3 o 5 2 3
Patrol 20 19 8 0 6
Base Areas - Q .0 132 4 -0 2
In Flight o 20 0 g 6
Ambush 0 9 3 0 3
Attack 7 o 1 B N 0
Other .38 32 19 1 0 69

78 |
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Mortar
Hin;l

Small Arms
Booby Traps
Sniper
Other

Leg
" Head
cho_at

ston_uoh
Other

Defense

Convoy

0

- 22

. (Source)
WHA
225 {
LV

- 955_/’ '
255
60.
149

(Looation of Wound)

WHA
492
425
267
134
144
59 B
237
(Situation)
- VEHA
1249
94
3

CONBEIDENTIAL
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¥
5
JS
3
5
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Dong Tam swvimming pool.

CONFIDENTIAL .. e

Patrol 4 51
Base Areas 4 134
In Flight 9 17
Ambush 3 18
Attack 1 (o}
Other 7 162

2. (U) Personnel Mansgement:

&. The divieion experienced a critical reduction in the field strength
of 1ts maneuver units early in the reporting period. This occured becsuse
of the elimination of overstrength in combat MOSC's by higher headquarters
and & heavy loss of combat MOSC personnel within the division. A careful
examination of the problem revealed that too many combat MOSC personnel
were being promoted out of their MOSC. It was also found that the divi-
sion "twice wounded" reclassification program which was in effect was not
feagible as combat MOSC peraonnel wvere being utilized in noncombat duty
positions.

b. The "twice wounded" program was eliminated and an intensive cem-
paign was initiated to alert commanders of the problem area and to elicit
their support. Finally, rigid controls were established at division pers-
onnel management level to police the progrem. The campaign haes been
successful and field strength has been improved.

3, (U) Development and Maintenance of Morale:

a. Morale continues to be high in all units.

b. Special Services Activities.

(1) Pacilities: |

" (a) Swimming pool - A new liner was received and installed in the

" (b) Service Club - The Ponderosa Service Club at Dong Tam was closed
for repairs during the period 8 Jun to 4 Jul due to damage as a result of
mortar attacks. )

80
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(¢) 411 the Bearcat Special Services facilities were offioia.lljr turned
over to II Field Force non-divisional units on 16 Jul 68,

(2) Entertainment:

(a) USO Handghake Tour DATE
Johnny Grant ' 12 Jun 68
Petexr Leeds | 5 Hwﬁe
Jimmy Byrd 1 Jun 68
.~ . James Browm el . iiie = - - 14 Jun 68 ',, S
Justralian Concert Party - 18-19 Jul 68 i ‘
(o) Soldier Shows ' DATE
String Alongs . 21 Juwn6s
Mr. T and the Originals o 18-20 Jul 68
Cumberland Trio 28 Jul 68

(3) Rest and Recuperation Allocation and Utilization:

MORTH ALLOCATION TOTAL USED ﬁ OF UT1LIZATION
May 1232 1204 g1.4
June | 1200 1200 00,0
July " 1309 1318 | 100.6

(4) Sports: Volleyball - The volleyball season began on 5 naolb 'and
ended on 15 Jun with the conclusion of the championship tournament. 12
, teams participated in the tournament with 9th Medical Battalion winning
1st place; 709th Maintenance Battalion, 2d place; and 9th Supply and
Transportation Battalion, 3d place. Trophies were awarded to the 1st
and 2d place teams.

0. Postal Services: On 1 Jun 68, APO 96370 tarminated its finance

8l




31 July 1968

operations at the Bearcat Post Office. The parcel post, money order and
stamp sales contimied to be handled at Dong Tam by elements of the 48th
Army Postal Unit, APO 96370 elements released from Bearcat were sent 1o
Domg Tam Base Post Office to augment their financial facilities. A finance
unit capable of selling both stamps and money orders was established at
Tan An to service elements of the 1lst Brigade located there., This team is
also available for movement to field locations. The breakdown table and
equipment for mail addressed only to APO's 96371, 96372 and 96373 were
also sent to Dong Tam Base., As most maneuver elements of the division are
in the Delta area, mail service has improved. The mail arriving at the
Dong Tam Post Office is carried daily by a 5-ton truck which makes the run
from Saigon to Dong Tam in approximately three hours. The hospital mail
section was moved from Dong Tam Post Office back to Bearcat to preclude the
delay in the handling of casualty cards between the Casualty Branch and
the hospital section. Two more personnel have peen added to expedite the
processing of hospital mail, A new currency control system has been
scheduled for implementation effective 1 Aug 68, The "credit card"
machines have been received at the AFO and will be in operation on the
date specified. The facilities at the Dong Tam Post Office must be
significantly expanded to accomodate the volume of mail it receives. The
disruption of travel on Route 4, due to the destruction of the Ben Luc
Bridge, demonstrated the need to remain flexible as to modes of transpor-
tation available. Close coordination with the Division Transportation
Officer resulted in little disruption of the smooth flow of mail to those
units at Dong Tam even though mail was trucked from Saigon to Bearcat, and
then flown to either Tan An or Dong Tam.

d. Awards and Decorations: Awards issued (1 May 68 - 31 Jul 68).

UNIT DSC SS IM DFC SM BSV AMV ACMV BSS AM AGMS FH
6/31 Inf 8 1 24 17 15 17 9
2/39 Inf 30 59 39 64 4 28 86
3/39 Inf 19 1 3 63 2 43 20 19 53 90
4/39 Inf 9 1 1 18 16 12 43 14 63
2/47 Inf 1 13 40 27 34 33 22 86
3/47 Inf 15 3 23 48 35 4 16 106
4/47 Inf 20 .70 10 27 119 20 154
2/60 Inf .~ 15 1 74 42 5 38 35 3

3/60 Inf 19 1 2 22 1 26 26 3 2T 54
5/60 Inf 1 17 1 1 39 2 25 27 14 10 227
3/5 Cav 12 12 1 19 36 61 46 214 32 - 193
1lst Bde 1 5 2 5 3 6 3 3 14 5 4

2d Bde 1 a2 3 1 5 28 9
3d Bde 2 1 1 1 & 1 3 2




~ Attendance -
Memorial Sexrvices 88
Bospital Visits

S5 M DE =
2 1
1 1
1
1l
3 2 13 2
1 1
1l
35
2 9
l
1
2
1l
1

15 4 2 .1
3

260 24 36 20
 GRAND TOTALs 6622

.o. Religious Servicen: |
 Protestant Cstholio
Funber of Sexvices 1,098

. .28

653
20,009
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31 July 1968

ACMS FH
20 1l
12
8 10
18 51
25 3
56 4
52 4
a1
22 -
107 -
97
10 12
21 3
9 1
26 6
8 "1
2 5
8
3
23
6 1
3 2
2
6
219 9
% 6

762 1566 1165 1352

42

23
261

83




31 July 1968

Compared with the last reporting period there were more services provided;
hovever, there was also & decreage in sttendance. The decrease in attend-

‘ance is atiributed to the Saigon offensive beginning 5 May; the shift of

the brigades; and acoeleration of tactical operations.

f. Red Cross:
(1) Red Cross support rendered during the reporting period was as
follows: , ’
CASES EMER NON-EMERGENT
HANDLED LOANS/GRANTS (AMT) LEAVE LEAVES
May . 1307 7 . ($1045.00) 143 976
 Jun. 1255 3 (7 430.00) 159 986 . .
July 1361 4 ( 290.00) . 176 1021

(2) The mumber of cases handled each month remained fairly constant
during the quarter, aversging slightly more than 1300 per month., The
figures shown above are not considered high for a command this size,

(3) The Red Cross Clubmobile girls made & total of 657 visits te
company size units throughout the 9th Division during this period.

8. Education Cohtor:

(1) During this quarter the following number of men participated in
the. division educstion pregram:

'(a) Testing Service

1. High School tes'ts completed 171

2. GED (one or more parts) n

3. End-of-course testa 9 . i

4. Subject standardized tests 15

5. coliosa Comprehension Tests A0 e
236 ‘
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(v)
1.
2.
3.
i-A

(o)

(a)
(o)

(2)

Correspondence Boglstratiom

High Schocl Level 68
College Level ‘ 238
Technical ‘ 42
Military Correspondence .
| o355
Tutoring enrollment during quarter 31
College two year evaluation T.
Assistance for VA inservice education 7
, 45
Total Partioipation 636
The following materials and equirment have been received by the

Education Center during the quarter:

~(s)
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(»)
(1
(2)
(3)

Equipments

Electric jortablo typewriter

Electrioc adding mschine

16mm motion pioture projector

Filmstrip projector

Counter 3 .

Materials: | !

USAFI instructional material for the Core Program

Hvort_is:l‘.\ng pottbr-

Necessary forms from the University of Maryland, Far East Division,

for implementing the Maryland program.
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(4) Lesson plans are being developed for instruoting the Tiger Scouts

basic English. Ten lessons are complete.

31 July 1968

(5) Plans ars being developed to begin classroom instruction on the
high school and college level alter the move to Dong Tam is complete,

4. (C) Maintenance of Discipline, Law and Order.

a. Disocipline:

(1) Crimes againgt Persons and Property: The Division has exporionoad

. & decrease in these types of orimes.

Persomsmand
Exoperty

MAY

Statistics are as Iollowsz

JUN

g

TOTAL

(2 moe)

Murder

Manslaughter

Rape

Carnal EKnowledge
Aggravated Asr ult
Aséanlt

Robbdery

Burglary & Houss'resking
Larceny (under $50)
Larceny (over $50)
.Hmngnd Appropriation
Fraud

ot
Total

v
1
1
0
2
1
0
2
3
0
2
0
0

12

R

0
0
0
0
2
1
1
1
2
0
2
0
0
9

N
o &~

H O M © O 0 0 F 6 0O KB M

H & 0w oW R DM o N e

BoR



(2) Miscellaneous and Military Offenses:
enced & significant decrease in this category. Statistics are as followss

31 July 196s
The division has experi-

T (3)' Traffic Offensea: The division experienced a significant reduc- -

tion in the number of traffic offenses for this quarter.

Traffic Offenses

Miscellaneous TOTAL
Offenses MAY JUN JUL (3 mos)
Disorderly Conduct 3 3 0 6
Non-narcotic Abuse 0 2 0 2
Drugs
~ Black Market - 2 o 0 , 2 .
Sexual Offenses 0 0 1 1l
Others 0 2 1l 3
Total Offenses | 5 1 2 14
MILITARY OWSES
AWOL 4 4 2 10
Off Limits 0 (o] 0 0
Violations of Hegulations 0 0 4 4
Other 3 2 0 5
Weapons Violatidns 0 0 0 0
(incl in others)
Uniform Violations 0 0 0 0
(incl in others)
Total Offenses 7 6 [ 19

Vehicular Homicide
Invol Mansl (POV)

TOTAL
MAY JUN JUL (3 mos)
0 0 0 0

o+
K
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31 July 1968
TOTAL
nses MAY JUN JUL (3 mos)
Negligent Homicide (MIL) 4 2 2 8
Drunk Driving (MIL) 1 10 1 12
Reckless ?riving (PoOV) o 0 6’ 0
Reckless m'iving (MIL) 0 0 0 0
Speeding (POV) 0 0 0 0
Speeding (MIL) 2. 0 1 3
_ Other Moving Violations 14 10 4 ' 28
Other Violations . 0 0 0 0
(Except Parking) '
Fleeing Scene of Accident 2 4 1 7
(M11) : ' : '
Total Traffic Offenses 23 26 9 56
(4) s5 €ID Re.porta of Investigation were received this qua.rtor.mnl'
CID CASE MAY JUN JUL (3 mos)
Opono; ' 22 13 20 55
‘Closed 17. 3 2 25
b. Detainees: ‘
PW'g 86 46 54 186
Returnees (Chieu Hoi) 1 1 1 3
Civil Defendants 145, 102 105 352
Innooent Civilians 596 300 257 1,153
Medical Evacuated 6 2 0 8
Total o 834 451 a7 1,702



31 July 1968

¢, Military Justice: During this period 1 May through 31 Jul 68, four
enlisted men and two commssioned officers were tried by general court~
martial. This is & slight incresse over the number of cases tried by
genersl court-martial during the previous quarter when five enlisted per-
sonnel were tried. Ko significant trends or problem areas were noted in
this area during the quarter, In some cases more than one offense was
charged and a breakdown of the offenses charged and tried by general
court-martial this period follows:

Offenses Cherzed Yugber Charged
‘Disobedience of lawful orders or commands 5
False official statements 5
Assault 1
- Lifting we;pon against superior officer S e i
‘ Wrongful discharge of fireamrms 1
Involuntary manslaughter " 1
AWOL ' 1
Worthless checks 3

99




CONFIDENTIAL

“CAMBODIA.

. HAU NeHIA

Bz2e7
269

VINH LONG

Kien Hea

VinnH Biny

- ENEMY UNIT LOCATIONS
Inel S
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31 July 1968
ARTTLLERY SUPFORT
. | SUMMARY OF ROUNDS FIRED
o ARTILLERY WITE THE 9TH INFANTRY DIVISION
1 May 68 - 31 Jul 68
o DIVISION ARTILLERY
105mm HOWITZER  1ooum FOWITZER. gt HOWITZER
MISSIONS ROUNDS MISSIONS ROUNDS MISSIONS * ROUNDS
6,919 . 191,426 3,677 45,176 1,459 1,119
NON-DIVISION ARTILLERY
105um BOWITZER 155mm_HOWITZER
MISSIONS ROUNDS MISSIONS  ROUNDS
L : 6,383 37,020 307 6,092
‘ FIRED IN SUPPORT OF ARVN - HF/PF
105im BOWITZER 155mm HEOWITZER
. MISSIONS  ROUNDS MISSIONS  ROUNDS
608 18,345 270 2,341

Incl 6

9/
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DIVISION OPERATIONS DATA

OPNS/  EN LOSSES/ EN 10SSES/ US KHA/

PERIOD OPNS CONTACTS CONTACT USIEA CONTAOT ~  CONTACT
MAY 2695 103 27,0 1309 13,0 139
JWE 2778 125 2,2 - 1.5 5.9 746

JULY 2592 99 26,2 9.3 4ed 9.3
QUARTER . 8065 327 246 104 TT . 104

DIVISION COMPARATIVE CASUALTIES

PRIOD ISKM USWEL YK XM
MAY 96 624 1278 57
JHE 97 408 €8 54
JUY 47 244 406 33

QUARTER 240 1276 2362 144

- CONFIDENTIAL

incl 8
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SCALE OF OPERATIONS/CONTACTS

PLATOON

MAY JUNk JULY

COMPANY

MAY JURE JULY

CO/L/sf;{MDf va/sz;w/fmﬁmns |

" BATTALION
MAY JURE JULY

- CONFIDENTIAL

_?3

500
45/ B
0 ‘ 403
490 —— g3 32| A
wo | s0; 313
200 |
/136
100
| T 68
| |30
o lar 3022 22 |25 |27 27],g
|
|




CONFIDENTIAL

ONIT CCMPARATIVE CASUALTIES

2-39 54 142 319 45

-39 27 169 553 9

439 1 97 101 10

2-47 17 81 31 2

3-47 35 136 101 B

- 447 23 19 ' 105 ~’ 9

2-60 14 108 262 19

3-60 18 109 79 13

5-60 6 142 234 19

/ | 6-31 4 79 68 2
RTAVR 11 22 21 4
>5 2 14 75 0
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2-39

3_39 N

439

2-47
L 3-4T

4-47
2-60

5-60
6-31
RTAVR
5

C O/VF/DENT JAL

UNIT OPERATICNS DATA

#OPHS; #CORTACTS OPNS/CCNTACT

- 855~ ——— 63 -

498 - %

827 70
505 1
755 17
692 o33
889 .29
489 12
548 19

- 803 16
929 5

% 5

11.8
13.6
5.9
4404

‘ 21.0
30.7
40,8
28.8
5062

185.8

746

2047

3%.2

YCLOSSES/US KEA
6.7

1.1
1.9
2.9
50

20,7

501
158
17.5

- 243

40.0

95 |
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, . DEPARTMEWNT OF THE ARMY
, - HEADQUARTERS, 2ND BRIGADE, 9TH INFANTRY DIVISION
APO SAN FR&NTISCO 96372

AVDE-47ME-A 30 July 1968

SUBJEQT. Operational Beport of 2nd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division
' . g§;0§02§0d Ending 30 July 1968, Report Control Symbol

THRU -Commanding General .

. 9th Infaontry Division
ATTN: AVDE-MH .
APO .8an Francisco 96370

04 Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development
. . Department of the Army B :
Washington, D, C, 20310

References AR 525-15, dated 26 January 1968

SECTION I

.

. Operations: Slgnificant Activities

1, (C) Introductions

a, During the perlod for which this report 1s prepared, the
. 2nd Briﬁadeucontinued offensive operations as an integral constltuent
{of the Mobile Riverine Force, The combined Army - Navy Team increas-
ed the tempo of strike oper-tions direected specifically at destroying
the enemy, denying him the opportunity to reorganize and redistribute
his personnel and resources, and to impede his efforts to launch ..
large scale offensives against GVN Forces and cities within the MEKONG
DELTA, During this period the MOBILE RIVERINE FORCE conducted 19
tactical oporgtlons n support of Operation TAUONG CONG DINH which
commenced on 7 March 1968, On several occasions, operations were in-
itiated to intordictinfiltration and exfiltration routes in order to
meot the increasing threat inherent by the presence of enemy forces
iﬁ the Capital Military Distvict of SALGON, BEN TRE, SA DEC, and CAN
O+ Theo Mobile Riverine Force operated inelght provinces of the
okong Delta during this perlod. All missions and tasks, elther spec-
1fled or implied by Hepdquarters, 9th Infantry Division, were planned
arm execcuted with the same magnitude of unity and professionalism,

characterigtl f the_Mobile Riverine Force Most of the combat oper-
SRfTasteriatte gt Bhs Mektig, employment of the Brigade's two RAnoTveT

INTERVALS DECLASSIFIED AFTER
12 YEaRS DoOD DIR

COVELDEN 77414,

‘ 75 DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEARS
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COVETDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Operational Report ‘of 2nmd Brigadé, 9th Infantry Division
’

AVDE-47MH-A

for Pcriod Endinz 30 July 196 Report Control Symbol

CSFOR-65 (R1)
battalions and river divisions of Task Force 117, However, all oper-
ations were comvlemented by elther ARVN Forces, or divisional unlts
placed under operational control of the Brigade,

. by The prcdominant characteristics of combat opcrations cone
ducted during thils poriod made be best summarized as followss The one
emy avolded whol&@sqme or large- scale contact with the mancuver bat-
talions, with the exception of-a few operations, he repeatedly evaded -
the infantry battalions and resorted to harassing them with small
arms, automatic wiapons and B-40 rocket fires; ‘all. of which were em-
Ployed by small groups of insvrgent forces, Considerable attention
was given to ambushing the Naval assauit sunport craft of Task Foroe
117 as they carricd troops into battls and supported the ground forces,
The boldness of the encmy's desire to engage the Flotilla ships and
Army vessels 1s exemplified by the rocket and recoilless rifle attack
which occurrcd on the afternoon of 15 April, Previously, the enemy
was reluctant in his 1initial engagements, but later during the report-
Aing period he has not only been agaressive, but particular in the se -
Jection of hils. targets,

¢, The Mobile Riverine Foree was involved in combat oper-
ations during the entire reporting period with the exception of. brief
perlods of transits or standowns, The 2nd Brigade has successfully
accomplished 1ts mission as & mobile striking force by participating
%Qn%ffe sive operations in KIEN HOA, LONG aN, GO CONG, DINH TUONG, VINH
: s C TﬁEENg VINH LONG and FHONG DINH Provinces, Training vas
conducted concurrently with combat operetions and during perlods when

_gggogg?talions were rotated at DONG..TaM or preparing for future opem-

2, (C) Organizations

a, Several organizational changes occurred during the report-
ing period, However, the changes d4id not in any manner alter or impede
the momentum of combat operations, The most significant change which
occurred was the approval of the Brigade's Riverine MIOE, The MTOE
was approved by Department of the Army: implementation is pending pubw
lication of General Orders by USARPAC, The new Riverine MTOE became of-
fective on 26 July 68, The new Riverine MTCOE increascd the authorized
strength of the Brigade's Headquarters and Headquarters Company by 2
officers and 68 enlisted men, The new MTOE provides an augmertation
of the Brigade's communication platoon; thereby increasing 1ts capabile-

1tles to supvort the present and projected communications requirements

of the MRF, The new MTOE provides for the employment of s1x communice
ation operations tcams to be embarked and capable of selfe-sufficlent
operations aboard ships of the MRF, 1In addition, an intelligence,

" maintenance and photo team are provided to support Brigasde operations, =<0

Other changesg inherent with tho approved MTOE providess for additioml
emisted personncl to perform duties in the Tectical Operation Centerg
elimination of the majority of vehicles and assoclated motor maintenw

--amce personnel, and the deletion of the HHC Executive O0fficer positiam
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at Brigade anﬁ battallon level, Although no notiecable personnnl
strength changes are reflected in the infantry vattalions, the field
strength of the combat elements arg¢ increased, Personnel vacancies
rosulting from lost of motor and maintenanco personnel are reallocated
to lncreasc the combat field strength, Anothor significant change in
the Brigade's organization was the detachment of the 3-34th Artillory
Battalion, On 1 June, the 3-34th Artillery roverted back to its par-
ent Artillery Command (9th Division Artillery), which was then tasked
to provide direct artillery supmort to the Brigade as required, The
3-34th Artillery was placed DS to the Brigade, One battery of the

- 3=34th Artillery is frequently employed &t Dong Tem Base,

b, As presented in the past Operational Report of the 2nd
Brigade, the Brigade's organizstion for combat remaincd basically un-
changed, Two of its three maneuver battalions remained afloat with
the Mobile Riverine Force, while the third infantry battalion was eme
ployed in defense of Dong Tam Base, The abscnce of the third battalion
was compensated for by initieting opcrations in coordinationr and OO P=-
eration with ARVN Units, and condveting operations thich complemented
other U,85, and GVN operations,

(1) The Mobile Riverine Force conducted combat operations
in coordination and cooperation with the 2nd Battalion Victnamese
Marine Corps during the period 23 - 24 April, and 27 - 30 April, end
6 = 11 May in DINH TUONG Province, ‘

] N
(2) Duting the period 16 thru 18 May, the MRF initiated
gombat operations in LONG AN Province; at which time, the 3«39th and.
4.39th Infantry Battalions (-) were OFCON to the 2nd Brigade, Tho op=-
eration, emrloying four mancuver battalions, was cne of the most signe
ificant operatlons conducted during the reporting period,

(3) The Brigade was tasked to place one of its two in-
fantry battalions (3-60th Infantry) OPCON to the 3rd Brigade, 9th In-
fantry Division for the perlod 2 thru 5 July, Hovievor, the Brigade
continued its operations and employed the 3-47th Infantry in reconnsis-
sance-in-force operations, The abscnee of the second mansuver battale
lon, though temporarily, limited the magnitude of strike operations,

(4) During the partods by 7, 10, 15 and 16 July, tho MAF
imtiated operations in GO CONG, KIEN H0A’and'VINH BINH Provinces in

coordination and cooreration with ARVN, RF and PF units,

. As of 16 July, no definite date was established for em-
barking & third infentry battalion aboard ships of the MRF, Short
range plans project the arrival of two additional auxillary personnel
barracks ships in early August 1968, However, the Brigade's obtaine
ment of the third infantry 1s alsc contingent upon readjustments in
the 9th Infantry Division sccurity missions,
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3. (C) Personnel a2nd Administration:

a, Porsonnsl,

(1) Unit Strength: The average assigned of major sub-
ordinate units of the Brigade during the period 15 April - 20 July

1968 wasy
UNIT OFFICERS EM . TOTAL
HHC, 2nd Brigade 25 110 135
3rd Bn, 47th Infantry 38 ‘ 717 755
kth Bn, 47th Infantry 3% 733 767
3rd Bn, 60th Infantry _ 36 671 707
3rd Bn, 34th Artillery 41 L62 503

(2) The ficld mancuver strength of each infantry battale
i6n was approximately three-~fifths (3/5) of its assigned strength, This
percentage docs not include personnel who were involved in administra-
tive and other matters such as hospitalization, details, B&R; leave,
transit, sick call, profiles and light duties because of wounds, To
incrcase the ficld mancuver strength, commanders and thefr staffs in-
itiated administrstive measures to incrcase 'the number of personnel
available for employment in combat, Personnel having MOS's in the 11
series were removed from headquarters sections and placed in line units
to augment the strength of the rifle companies,

(3) During the peridd 15 April 1968 through 25 July 195,
there were several changes in the key personncl of the Brigadej these
- were as followss

(a) Colonel Robert E, Archer assumed command of the
2nd Brigede replacing quonel‘Bert A, David, on 28 May 1968,

(b) LTC James L, Scovel assumed the duties of 2nd
Brigade Executive Officer, on 1 Jurde 1968, roplacing LTC John C. Corilin,
WBMe, LTC Conlin, USMC, continued to serve in the capacity of River-
1ne Advisor,

(e) LTC John C, Conlin, USMC, assumed the duties of
"%n%BBrivade Executive Officer, replacing LTC James L, Scovel, on 8 Juy
9

(d) LTC George E, Marine assumed command of 3-60th
Infantry, replacing LTC John G, Hill, on 22 June 1968,

(e} LTC Jack N, Merrit assumed command of 3-34th
Artillery, replacing LTC William E. Bawlinson., on 13 July 1968,
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(f) LTC Ishmael Pack assumed dutics of 2nd Brigado
Execcutive Officer, cffective 25 July 1968.

(4) Casualtics as a result of hostile action for the per-
10d 15 April to 28 July 1968 was:

UNIT FERIOD WHA KE MEA

3rd Bn, 47th Inf 15 taru 30 April 28 L 0
‘ t thru 31 May 58 17 0

1 thru 30 June 9 7 1

. 1 thru 28 July 2k 1 0

bth Bn, b7th Inf 15 thru 30 April 48 5 0
1 thru 31 May 115 8 4]

1 thru 30 June 37 6 0

1 thru 28 July 22 1 0

3rd Bn, 60th Inf 15 thru 30 April 23 1 1
1 thru 31 May h7 5 2

1 thru 30 June 50 9 2 (drown-
: ing)

1 thru 28 July 22 -6 0

3rd Bn, 34th Arty 15 thru 30 April 0 0. 0
1 thru 31 May 3 1 0

1 thru 30 June 8 2 0

1 thru 28 July 0 0 0

(5) Total oasualties as a result of hostils action for
the period 15 April thru 28 July 1968 weret

WEA 0:7 A
ol 73 6
b, Administration.
(1) Awsards and Decorations:

(a) MNumber of awards and decorations recommendeds

J=47th Inf L. 47th Inf 3~60th Inf

Recom Apprvd Hecom Apprvd Recom Apprvd
CME 0 0 0 0 2 0
DSC 0 0 0 0 0 0
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3=U7th Inf Lo47th Inf 3-60th Inf
Recom Apprvd Reconm Apprvd Recom Apprvd

ss 16 2 . - 38 20 - 17 . 11
LM 0 0 , 0 0 2 1
DFC 1 0 o} .0 0 0

SM 1 1 0 0 ' 2 0
BS(V) 39 12 106 . 51 _ 20 11

BS 16 2 23 18 30 21
AcM(V) ko 6 79 4y 15 13
“ACM 22 8 53 38 b9 35 )
oG 50 o T 26 o T e T
AM 3 3 190 109 9 6

- (v) oOn 19 July 1968, the 9th Infantry Division was
awarded the Victnsmese Unit Citation - Armed Forces Level which acm
knowledged the military accomplishments of the 9th Infentry Division
in Vietnam, ' '

(2) During the reporting period, representatives of the
division special staffs continued to augment the administrative func=
tions of the Brigade, The specilal staff augmentation consisted ofs a
postal section, finance team, public information detachment and a re-
enlistment NCO, Periodically, other teams such as AG, JAG, IG and
photography teams were dispatched from division to serve the troops,
as8 required, This program has proved to be very sueccessful and has
greatly contributed to the efficlency of the Brigade operations, It
eliminates unnecessary troop movoment and incresses the morale of the
undit by providing fast, efficient, personnel services to soldiers in
the linc units, : '

: (3) At the tetmination of the last reporting period, an
insufficiont numbcr of administrative helicopters impailred the movoe
ment of troops, maill, and incoming and outgoing personnel, Since that
time the mail probtlcms have beon alleviated by close coordination be-
twoen the Postal Officer, the 4djutant General's Office, and the
Brigade S-1, Under thc present system, thc postal olerk accompanies
the mail to and from the Post Officec to insure that the mail has prie- . ...
- orlty over other deliverics to the MRB, Transportation requirements
for troop movemecnts remaln,. basically, the same, Individuals parti-
cipating in a five day out of country R&R can be expocted to be absent
from their units for a period of 10 to 13 days, due to inadequatc
transportation essets, Porsonnel returning from lecaeve are confronted
wWith the same problemj this again presents a serious morale problem
aml e8lso reduces the availlability of peérsohnel for cmvloyment in the
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field, At tho present time, coordinztion between the Brigade and
Divislon 1s being effected to reduce and subsequently eliminate this
problem ares, ' .

(4) Héalth remained “excellent™ throughout the period,
Due to the fact that the malaria rate i1s extremely low in the Mekong
Delta, the Brigade encountered no significent problems with the treate
ment or increase of that disease, Most of the man-hours lost/were due
to foot problems, With the advent of the "rainy season%, the number
of foot problems per month incrcased slightlys however, with the ad-
ditlional command and mecdical attention given to foot care during this
poriod, the number of man~hours lost was kept to & mimimum,  During
periods of standowns (days un which there are no operations), the men
are cncouraged to “dry out" their fcet in the sun, With the added
emphasis on the proper care of fecet, the number of patients will be
further reduced in the future, :

(5) Morale recmained cxtremely high throughout the period,
Excellent living conditions, well prepaved food, and continuous suc-
cess during combat opcrations contributed toward maintaining an oxe
tremely high state of moralo throushout thg command, Special Scrvices
provided & number of musical programs for the lobile Riverino Force,
which alded conslderably in maintaining the high state of morale, At
the present time, the Brigade 1s planning a Spceiel Services program
to meet the problems peoullizr to its environment., Since the men of
the 2nd Brigade live on the ships of the MRF, thoy heve little or no
opportunity to use thc recrcational facilitiecs at Dong Tam or any
other land base area, Our constantly changing arcas of operation, and
the fact that our personncl are quartcred on five different ships,
make 1t e¢xtremely difficult for the men to participate in any exlsting
rocrcational program, Duc to thc limited recreational facilitics ae
bosrd the ships of the MRF, this command requested the Division Special ‘ e
Services Scetion to assist the Brigede in the establisiment of & ro-
creational program for the men,

(6) Because of the unique nature of the Mobile Riverine
Force, the ships of the MRF have become & key noint of interest for

.personnel visiting Vietnam. Numerous visitors, both civilian and mil-

itary, have visited the MBF; to date, the majority of these visits
have been beneficlal in that proper récognition and publiclty has
been.glven to the men of the combined team, The recognition receilved
as a result of the official visits lhas more than. justifiecd any slight
Anconveniences that occurred, In no way were operations hindered; the

" Mobllc Riverine Force dontinued to accomplish its mission,

Lk, (C€) Intelligence:

a, During this rcporting pcriod, ecncmy activity nas been
characterized by the multiplication of units through division of oxist.
ing Meln Force and Provinclal Mobile Battalions, and upgrading of
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local guerrillas and District Coordinated Units, The ¢nemy forces
have thus, almost doubled their existing troop units and increased
thelr strength, but have reduced thelr combat effectiveness with in-
oxpericenced troops, Continuous and encrgetic resupply activities bo-
came an arca of princlpal concern for the enemy as well as ocontinued
proselyting and. recruting activity, It dppears the encmy has placed
emphasis on increasing the quality of its weapons, Prcscntly, many
units that wcrc previously armed with Chicom carbines end submechine~

~ guns, arc nov found with AK-47's and K-50's,

‘Roged interictions and land attacks on logal quiposts ¢
tinue to Bs 4 favorite enemy tactic) Initially,ostang ord mggtar ana

rocket attacks were somewhat reduced, but as the enemy concentrated an
his resupply and ammunition became available, these attacks were real-
ized once more, .

ce Continued reports indicated that the enemy is constantly

harassed and demoralized by artillery and ailrstrikes, and his morale
has been substant?ally reduced, It is spparent that the introduction
of the local guerrillas into previously ®Haml Corse™ Main Force Battalw
ions has generally had an adverse effect on the moralc of all oconocearn-
od, 1In order to combat thils, the cnemy hds adopted the policy of at-
tributing thc'status of ®Battalion®™ to those units which here-to-fore

ve becen rofered to as Local Companlies, - Three reccntly organized
Battalilons have been confirmed in KIEN HOA Province; the 550th MP
Battalion, the 520th and 530th Battalions, Also, thcre are indications
that there 1s a rift developlnz between the military and political fac-
tlons of the insurent's movement With a certain amount of dissatisface-
tion being voiced by military elements, Examples of the enemy's divi-
mlon:, upgrading of local guerrillas, and infusion of these guerrillas
with accepted units can bo seen in the 514th PMB, The -514th Battalion
was divided into 514A, 514B and 514C Bettalions and District Units were
levied to provide thc additional personnel, Also, the 516th PMB was
upgraded to a Main Poroe Battalion and thercfore was withdrawn from
the control of the VC BEN TRE Provincial Commlttec and placed under
COSVN Command, )

d, Major movement tremds durinz the reporting period were ex-
perienced from West to East,.and Southeast to Northwest toward SAIGON,
Enemy units continue to rotate through the SAIGON/CHOLON area to main-
tain pressure on the Capital and are then withdrawn to Cambodia and
the RSSZ to rest and resupply. This tactic has probably been adopted
as a means of influenclng the Paris Pcace Conference, However, the VC
are now allienating themselves from the populatlon by their newly adopi-
ed tactics and demonstrating that their area of principle concern is
not the people of Vietnam, but advancing Communist ideclogy.

8, Information and intelligence was exchanged liberally be-
tween all agencies and the Brigade by means of lialson officers, mesSe
age traffic and personal (staff) coordination and liaison, Significant
intelligence informetion/material was obtained from the following
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sourcesy The 9th Military Intelligcnco (MI) Detachment located at Dong
Tam, prisonecrs of war (PW) and sympathizers, 7th ARVN Division Agent
Net, 5256h MI Dectachment, ficld information reports from Naval Intel-
lizence Iiaison Office, sSpot reports, intellizence summaries and eloc-
‘tronic mcans, In most cases, inform=tion and intelligcnce were not
particularly effective because they were not timely,

f. Encmy capabilities and limitations exhibited during the

roeporting period remain the same, The encmy rotains the capability of
. conducting platoon and company size attacks on outposts and villages

as well as battalion size attacks on district and provincial towns and
military installations, He can also conduct stand-off mortar and roclk-
ot harassing attaoks, Indlications are infiltretlion, proselyting and
resupply activity will also continuc on & large seale, in addition to
the interdiction of major lines of communications, His desire to geln
control of rural population will continue to bc a priority mission,
_ovem though he is not capablc of maintaining the desircd degree of po=
1itical and milltery control, Despite his military and political ob-
jectives, the encmy remains vulnerable to massed artillery firc, aaral
observation and c¢lectronlc surveillance, Consildering the encmy's capa-
“ilitics it 1s thousht that his possible courses of action will inelnde *
. continued recruitment, training and resupply activitics, 1n addition

to the initiotion of attacks azainst minor targets in strength, inten- |
sifying harassment of majdr lines of communications &nd military in-
stallations, If at all feasidlc, the cnemy wWill initiate an offensiva
"on the same sc2le as his TET offensive,

5. (C) Combat Operotions,

2, Tvo major opcrations were conducted during this reporting
periodt OPERATION TRUONG COXG DINH and OPERATION TOAN ThaNG. Phase I
of the OPERATION TRUONG CONG DINH terminated when the Brigade rotated
1ts mancuver battazlions at Donz Tam Base on 2 April 1968, Phase II of
OPERATION TRUONG CONG DINH commenced concurrently with the termination
of Phase I3 to date, Phase II is continuing. Thc Mobile Riverine Foree
Ias participated in 22 signlficant operations during this reporting
poeriod, The majority of which Wwere initiated in contlinuation of OPER.
ATION TRUONG CONG DINH Phase II, On 15 July, tiic Brigrde wos asslgne
ed n tactical arce of Eerational interest (TAOI); the TAOI designated

was KIEN HOA Province,||Concurrent with the assipznment of the TAOI,
the Brigade was tasked/|to effcot complete militory pacification of the
province, The mission|yas to be accomnlished by:s (1) destroying VC
main and local force offensive capability with priority glven to those
areas whlch dircetly e¢ffect the pacification Rural development mission,
,KZ),Dlsrupting eneny r¢placement, trailning and regroupment throughout
his base arca network, |(3) providing milltary support for rural devele
opment prozrams, (4) and providing military assistance to upgrade key
RF/PF outposts throughcut the TAOI, and in training to local forcees
whenever possible, Assigmment of the TAOI docs not restrict the Bri-
gede functioning as a mobile strike forece, It As sinmply an arca of
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primary intcrest into which civic acticn, psychological oporations and
rural development cfforts will bc concentrated,

be The advent of & second major VC offensive, in the Mekong
Delta required the Brigade to temporarily suspend OPERATION TRUONG CONG
" DINH, The Moblilec Riverine Force was taskcd to move to LONG AN Provinee
to intordict the infiltration and cxfiltration of cnemy forces near tho
Capltal Military District of Saigon, When an apparcnt inercase of en-
emy activities and thrents endangercd the eity of CAN THO, thc MRF de-
pPloycd to PHONG DINH Province and initiatcd combat oporntions as dirce-
ted by the Senlor Advisor IV CTZ, The carly prescnce of the MRF re-
duced the abillity of encmy units to assemble and launch an attack
against the City of CaN THO. - The cnemy was compelled to evade the,.
maneuver battalions, and disassenble into small increments, Operations
in both LONG AN and FHONG DINH Provinces stressed that effccetive ome
ploynent of ground forces, assault support craft, artillery, gunships
and tactical alrstrikes will defcat a determined eneny force,

cs Combet operntions implemonted in support of TRUONG CONG
DINE Phase II includes those operations conducted during the month of
April, which werc not inclusive in tlhe previous Operational Report
prepared of the Brigadc, Significant operations of the MRF during the
ggg%od ago summerized herein, Specific detalls of each operation arc

aincd in inclosure #U4 (Combat Opcrations Aftcr Action Report -
TRUONG CONG DINH, Phase II), -

(1) 1Imnediately upon coapleting rotations of the Bri-
gade's Infantry Battalions, the MBF made a major incursion into TRUC
GIAN ani GIONG TROM Districts, KIEN HOa Province to locate and destroy
the 560th LF Connany and 516 MF Battalion located in the viecinity of
the "Crossroads" on the SONG BA LAI. The operation was launched on 4
April in continuation of OFER.TION TRUONG CONG DINH, It was during this
operation, that the Brigade and Task Force 117 encountered the flercest
engagement since the VC TET Offensive, As the asSault support boats
"of River Division 92 entered the SONG Ba LAI to disembark the 3-L47th
Infantry, the riverine column was assailed with small arms, automatis
weapons and rocket fire, The 3-47th Infantry, upon beaching, assault-
ed the onemy positions, and the U-47th Infantry was lnserted to reine-
force the engegement which continued until the evenlng hours of 4
April, Subsequent operations were initiated on 5, 6 and 7 April to
pursue and destroy the encmy in the marshy tributaries of the SONG
BA LAI,

(2) Subsequent operations conducted during the month of
April employed the MARF in responce to intelligence reports of inorcased
encmy activity. From 10 thru 12 April, enemy forccs in DINH TUONG and
GO CONG Provinces were targets for the MBF. A two dey operation was
later conducted on 14 and 15 April in BEN TRE Distriot, KIEN Hoa
Province against the 550th and 560th DCUs, Another signifiocant en-
gagement oceurred on 17 April, when the Brigade was employed in CAI LAY,
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District, DINE TUONG Province azainst the Silith MF Battaliony 93 enemy
were killed at the lost of four U.S, lives, The Brigade, in coopera-
tion with the 2nd Battallon VNMC, continued operations in DINH TUONG
Province on 23 and 24 April, The joint operation in GIA0 DUC District
resulted in 61 VC KIAs of the 501st VC Battalion, The Mobile Riverine .
Forco continued operations in CAL LAY District during the period 27 -«
30 April, and reodeployed on 2 and 3 May to KIEN HOa Province, . :

{3) on 5 May a survey was mede of RF/PF outposts in CAI
BE District, to determine the extent of damage resulting from cnemy
attacks, Operations were lnitiated from 7 thru 11 May ezainst the MR
II VC Headquarters in GIAOQ DUC Didtrict, DINH TUCNG Provinge., The
Brigade and 2nd Bettallon, VIMC, conducted reconnaissance in force op-
erations without establishing any significant contactss 21 VC KIAs re-
sulted from the overation., Enemy engasgzements inecrecaso during the pe-
riod 14 thru 16 May, when the MRF was employed in MO CAY Disgtrict,
KIEN HOA Province sgainst the 516th VC Battallonjy 57 VC KIAs resulted,
The Moblle Rilverine Force and clements of the 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry
Division initilated operations from 16 thru 18 May, in THaN DUC District
LONG AN Provinee, The operation was further conducted in dooperation
with III CTZ ARVY Forces to reduce VC/NVA infiltration into the SAIGON
area, The two day Joint opcration resulted ‘in 126 VC KIAs (See in-
closure #5 Combat Operations After Actior Report - TOAN THANG, Phasc
I and II), The Brigade continued opcrations in LONG AN and’ DINH TUONG .
Provincos without any significant contact until 26 May, At which
time a two day oporation was launched to recon-ineforce and explolt
the arca of a B-52 strike in GIOXG TROM District, KIEN EOA Province,
The two day operation yielded 41 VC KIA at the loss of four U,S, lives,
Fifteen VC wore also killed in MO CAY and DON NHON Districts when ele-
ments of the 540th DCU were targets for the Brigade,

(4) During thc month of June the ¢nemy &onerally avoid-
-ed contact with the maneuver battalions end intensified his attacks
against Naval assault support craft of Task Force 117, On 5 and 6 June
the MRF inltlated reconnaissance in force opecrations in Sa DEC and DUG’
TON Distriets, VINH LONG Province, Meximum employment was made of the
E-8 tactical CS launcher and *ZIPPO" flameboats to dislodge the cnemy
from fortified positions and suppress his sniper fires, The poriod 4
thru 8 Junc saw the MEP conducting opérations im the SA DEC and BACH
RU2NG ?reag, §§%NK§EE VAN amd MY ﬁN Dlstrictf,tKéEN FHONG Province,
cturning to vince, the MRF initlated operations on 10
gune n"€1o%c TROM andpﬁch GIANG Districts, AltthSh ground contacts .
were not obtalnable, B/7-1st Alr Cavalry and Navdl adsault support ~ — —————————
craft succeoded in destroying 45 VC during the two day operation., On
16 June, the MRF deployed to CAN THO, and initiated operations as di-
rected by thc Senior Advisor IV CTZ to prevent a major VC offensive
against the city, A four day operation which commeneced on 17 JUne ;i rew
_sulted in 84 vC ¥KIA, The majority of the encmy?s losses resulted from
A/7<1st Alr Cavalry engagements in Support of the mancuver battalions,
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Completing opcrations in PHONG DINH Province, the MRF denloyed to Dong
Tam, After a brief period of operations, the MRF proceeded on 26 June
to LONG AN Provincc where itt was agein employed to interdiet infiltra-

tlon and exfiltration of VC/NVA forces ncar SAIGON. Contrary to the

Brigade's earlicr operations in LONG aN Province, the encmy avoided
contact with the mancuver battalions for the duration of the month,

(5) The Brigade was tasked to plece the 3-60th Infantry

‘Battalion OPCON to thc 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division which had

cstablish contact in DINH TUONG Province,  The battalion remained OPCON
to the 3rd Brizade from 2 thru 5 July, During that perlod, thec'MRF
continucd its operations in LONG AN Province until. 5§ July when it re-
deployed to Dong Tame On 6 July the 3=47th Infantry relieved the b-l47n

Infantr% of its security mission at Dong Tam Base, The Brigade contine
ued combat operations on 7 July in KIZN HOA Province, The target secw

~lected was those enemy forces entrenched west of the "Crossroads® - -

Where the Brigade particinated in its heaviest engagem¢nt of this re-
porting period, The 4=47th Infantry enterecd the objeckive arca and
boachcd without incident, The 3-60th Irffantry conduct d atrmobile
combat assaults to LZs south of the u-uth beach sites: The only en-
gagements of the day occurecds when E/4=47th Infantry kllled two VC
after recociving sproradic small arms, and D/3-5th Alr Cavalry recelved
sporadic automatic weapons fire in the vicinity of X55237, The absence
of enemy activity in the A0 was umusual, On 10 July, the MRF initiated
operations in KIEN HOA Province to locate and destroy ecncmy foreces and
his ecquipment withim HUON MY and MO CAY Districts, Subsequent oper-
ations werc initiated 11 thru 13 July employlng both the Lui7th Inf-
antry and 3-60th Infantry in beach assaults, alrmobile and eagle float
operations, During the perliod 15 thru 17 July the MRF continued Oper-
ation TRUONG CONG DINH, conducting rcconnaissance in force, airmobile
and riverine opcrztions in CANG LONG, CHaU THaNH Districts, VINH BINH

Province, The opcration on 15 July in coordination and cooperation
with the 9th ARVN Division, During the three day operation, the Bri-
gade and 1ts supporting clements accounted for 62 VC KIAs, Completing
operations in VINH BINHE Province, the MRF deployed to Dong Tam Base on
18 July, Whilc anchoraged off Dong Tam, the Brigade employed the 4=U7th
Infantry, on 20 July, to conduct satuatlion patrolling end establish
nlght ambushes on the south bank of the MY THO River in the vieinity
of XS47L40, Truc Gleng, ¥am Long Districts, KIEN HOa Prbvince; On 21
July the 3-60th Infantry vas employed im a cordon and Search operation
in coordination and cooperation with RF/PF elemcnts on THOI SON Island,
Opcration TRUONG CONG DINH continued on 23 July in accordance with

- OPORD 61-68 in GIONG TROM, TRUC GIANG Distriets, KIEN HOA Province, The

operation was initiated in coordination and cooperation with the. 3=10tl.
ARVN and 1-10t]1 4BVN Regziments, On 25 July, the Brigade tcrminated 1te
operations in KIEN HOa Provineccy and on 26 July the MRF deployed to
VINH LONG Province, After completing finzl plans and preparation for
1ts transit, the MRF departed 1ts Vinh Long &nchorage on 28 July and
deployed to PHONG DINH Province, arriving the same day, On 30 July,
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the MRF initlated offensive operztions in cocordination and coopegation
with the 5th Battalion, VYVMC, in KIEN LONG, KIEN HUQIG and DUC LONG
Districts, CAUNG TEIEY Province, To accomplisi its mission, the Bri-
gede debarked the MRB and estatlished its Headquarters and Tactical
Operations Center inland in the vicinity of VI TIaNH.  The introduction
and opcrations of the Mobile Biverine Force in the A0 marked the flrst
time in tho history of the Vietnam War that a major U,S. Force has cofi=
ducted tactical operctions in the southern extromlty of 'the Republic of
Vietnam, To date, the operation continucs, -

d, Combzt Supvort Activities: Co

4 , (1) Artillery, During the reporting period, the 3-34th

*Artillery continued its direct support role in. MAF operatlons, employ-
ing two of its firing batterles on floating barges, On several occa-
sions the third firingz battery was deployed from Dong Tam Base and Join-
ed the artillery battalion in supnort of the Brigade, Since the detach-
ment of the 3-34th Artilliery from the Brigade, the artillery support now
now providedty fevattzlion remains unchanged, The 3-34th Artillery per-
forms its miscion in the same manner of esprit and profcssionalism as
it did when attached to the Brigade, Throughout the period,the Bri-
gade's 4,2 inch mortars (2lso mounted on barges) were attached to the
3-34th Artillery., The 4,2 morters berzes travel with the 3-34th Arty,
and their fires are coordinated by the battalion's fire direction con-
trol center to yleld the best and maximum fire support for slements of
the Brigzaedé, The mortars Were constantly employed on counter mortar
missions as well as defensive fires and blocking fires for the infantry
vattalions, Employment of the mortars in this manncr assists the arill-
lery battalion in rcspondin: to numerous fire missions, and is quite
effective durinz contect missions and canal entrences .props which are
close to thc fire supnort base, Co~locating.the mortars with the artile
lery present minimum quadrant e€levation problems for the flrins bat-
teries, '

(4

(2) Army Aviation, Tnroughout the reported period, Army
aviation asscts substantially assisted the MRF in sccomwlishing its
many missions, Aviation suonort provided, included light fire teams
and assault helicopter comvanies, When air cavalry units were placed
in support of the MRF, thelr employment enhanced the siriking power of]
the force, Tactical plans and operations were occeasionally modified
when alr assets Wwere not available, diverted or withdrawn from the Bri-
gade and re-alloceted for high priority missions. Assault helicopter
companies played a major role in positioning ground forces to block,
engage and destroy the enemy, Beyond any doubt, air cavalry units de-
monstrated theilr initiative to seek out and destroy the enemy, All

. Army aviation suprort provided was outstanding throughout the reporting
period,

{3) Tacticel air su-sort, Alr support tiarougliout the re-
porting period was provided by the 7th U.5, aAlr Force, Tactical air
support provided consisted of preplanned and immedi:te alrstrikes which
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wore employed against fleeing enemy forces, fortified positions and in.

‘preparation of beaching and landing zones, On severel occasions

"Spooky" flare ships, e¢quipped with minizuns, were employed to support

and reinforce c¢lements of the Brigade which wore in contact durling the

hours of darkness, ' :

: (4) Naval firc supnort, All combat operations of the
MBF arc contingent upon introduction into the A0 by river assault craft,
It 1s during these riverine moveménts that assault support boats and

troop ladden craft are subjected to be ambushed, - To mimimize the pose -~~~

s1bllity of being ambushed, Naval craft are continiously reconning by
fire in known or suspected ambush areas, In addition, Naval fires are
always employed in support of the maneuver battalions with direct or
4ndircct fires in zone, However, the MRF has not been ablc to fully ~
develop detall fire coordinating techniques for cmploying Neval fires
in direct support of ground forces in contact, Thus far, direct fire o
1s limited to "proping™ bLeeches prior to theilr assault, and suppressing - -~
enemy fire directed at the craft or ships of the MRB. Controlling .

Naval fires is extremely difficult when troops are within thulr zone of
fire,

e, Tactlcs and Technidques,’

(1) The ever present problem of achieving tactical sur-
prise 1s one of the majlor considerations in planning for riverine as-
saults, Unless surprise i1s achlieved, the MBF is likely fto find either a
"dry hole® or encounter an ambush,  The problem becomes especially
d1fficult when MRF operations rcmaln localized in & particular area for
a period of time, The VC sometimes prgenize carly warning systems
~which afford an hour or two advance notice of the MRF's deployment and
emloyment within an A0, New techniques to counter this hdave been ine-
_stituted, Pre-dawn landings s well as midday lendings have been con-
.ducted to break the pettern of assaults, Other measures such as de-
ception, radio silcnce, deccrtive movement by river assault craft and
*rake® inscrtions have boen planned and executed to deccive the enemy
as to our actual opsrations,and achieve tactical surprise, Arecas of
operation are cleared with Vietnamese authorlties at the last possible
moment in order to reduce the possiblility of compromising the operatiom,

. (2) As a result of the increcased threat of riverine
ambushes, the MRF has revised 1ts counter-ambush procedurss during
riverine movement, BRiverine convoys have lncreased reconnalssance by
fire on suspected enemy positions or known ambush sites,where permitbod,
The installetion of the E=8, tactliczl CS.dispenser on river assault'.

oraft provides a readilly available CS agent for_ countcr—ambush use, The-
~installation of M132 flsm¢ turrents on an Armored Troop Carrier ("ZIPFE™)
provides the MRF with a riverine flamethrower, The ' tacticel €S dispen-
ser and the "ZIPPO" formed an effective combination for defeating an
ambugh in conjunction with other fires, The light' helicopter Fire toam
(LEFT) providing overhcad cover and advanced reconnaissance is in a .
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gésition to effectively cnzage the encny flushed out by the "ZIPPO" and
he CS ageont, . .

6., (C) Training:

' a, Individual and unit training was conducted in thosc areas
requiring improvement as determined from previcus operations, During
the reporting quartéy, there were few specifiod/designated periods for
training. The majority of training was conducted during brief periods,
vhen the Brigade rotated its maneuver battalions and/or prepared for
future combat operations,

b, During the month of June, & special presentation was made
to officers and NCOs who are responsible for planning and. initlating -
alrlift resupply operations, A two hour class on "The techniques of
8118% loading® was prisented to S-4 represcntatives of the Brigade staff
and eech mancuver batfalisn,. The scopo of the material presented was
to familiarize personnel concerncd with procedurcs for resupplying urits
by aif, and new tcehnlques of preparing supplies and equipment for
movement by light 1ift aircraft,

- ¢e Another special training program was conducted in response
to increased command emphasis on care and maintenance of individusl and
erow scrved weapons, An:item of particular interest was the buffer
assenbly of the M16 rifle, All elemenis of the Brigade conducted trein-
ing in care, cleaning, meintenance and inspection of the M16 rifle,,
and all M16 rifles were provided with now buffers, 1f required, .Sub-
ordinate units' weapons training included zeroing of individual woapons,
and zeroing, boresighting and familiarization flring of other organie

weapons,
d, Other training conducted by the mancuver battalions in-

cluded oritiques of previous combat operations and classes ons

Communications .

River/Stresm crossing techniques

Fire and maneuver .

_ Preperation of night resupply kits

Safety '

Land navigation .

Alrmoblle operations : ' . . -

Perimeter defense

Medical evacuation

Navy customs and courtesy

7. (C) Lomisticss |
a, No significant logistical,activities'océurred during thls

CONTINTIAL
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reporting period, Logistical and combat service suprort provided dur-
ing the period were accomplished on an integrated basis, whercin both
Army and Navy requirements were fulfilled in accordance with the estadw
1ished MRF logistical concept., Presently, the loglistlcal support sys-
tem econtinues to provide the Brigadc and TF 117 with a continuing vol-
ume of material, regardless of the disposition of the combined team,
Supnlics were sent from VUNG TaU by a landing ship, bank (LST) and then
transferred to the LST organic to the MRF, The forward detachment of
the 9th Sucnly and Transportation Battalion, embarked on the MRF's LST,
continued its dircct support mission and distributed supplies &as re-
quested, Maintenance and services provided during this period contin-
ued with no major problems, The detachment of the 709th Maintenance
Battalion shifted its base of operation from the USS ASKARI to the USS
SPHINX; the latter temporarily replaces the USS ASKABI as the MRF's
maintenance ship,

b, .Internal supnly and resupply,

(1) A1l clesscs of supply and material required for two
maneuver battalions were stocked on the support LST, The third man-
euver battalion drevw the majority of 1ts supplies through Dong Tam, On-
or about 1 August 1968, tho third mancuver battalion will be embarked
and its surply activities will be integrated into the MRF's supply sSys~
tem, The aforcmentioncd method has proven to be the most efflolent
means of progcuring and issulng matcrial to the Brigade elements, All
i1tems necessary for the Brigade's functioning were transported with the
MBF, thereby climinating unncecessary delays betwcen resupply operatios

(2) Resupply of mancuver battalions, durlng combat oper-
ations, was accomplished by air, water, or a combination of both, Re-
supply using alr assets continues to be the most expedlitious and effeac—
tive mode, Durinz the reporting period, the majority of resupply op-
erations vias conducted using a combinztion of water and alr, Kits con-
taining supplies were introduced into the A0 by weter transportation,
and stazed at the flre support base, When alr assets were avallable,
the resupply kits were flown to the location or night defensive posi-
tions of the riflec companies, When alr assets were not available, the
resupply kits were delivered by assault support craft, Resupply con-
ducted solely by water, was dependent on the disposition of the man-
euver battalionsy units were requirtd to be positionced in closc prox-
imity to navigable waterways, ‘

ce Materizl and Services,

(1) Class 1

' Class I supply did not presert any scrious .problems
during this revorting period, During the quarter a total of 388,092
meals (combat individusl) were issued, reflecting a ncw peak for both
Army and Navy cloments, . At no time during the quarter did exlsting
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Dong Tam, This transaction was initiated in order to up-grade mainten
ance requlred for the boats, The e¢nginecr battallon, inturn, is tasked
to provide boats, orgenizational and direct support maintcnance to the
Brigade, Because of the nature of the MRF's opcrations, the require-
ments for boats and engineer (boat) maintenance personncl are such that
they must be embarked with the Brigade, Although this polley, to im-
prove maintenance, has not had ample time to be evaluated, several
imediate impacts have been experienceds (1) The Brigade presently has
less boats avallable for tactical and administrative use, (2) addition-
al berthing and operational snaces, which gre presently limited, must
be provided to the cnglnecr maintenance personnel, and (3) ccntral-
1zation of the boston whalers will increase trawusportation requiroments
to and from Dong Tam Base, Past experiovnce dictates that the most
singular factor influcncing the operational status of boston whalers
within the Brignde has been the non-availability of repailr parts
(specifically transistorized amplifiers), If the.tronsistorized ampli-
fiers were obtained for the iznition system, 70% of the boats on deade
line status would be operational, Presently the Brigade is largely
dependent upon limited Navy assets (LCVP's) for administrative trans-
portation within the MRB or to an from a near by land base when no*
security is required, Subordinate units.of the Brigade are required
to coordinate thelr requests for administrative transportation with
the Brigade S-U,

8, (C) givic Actions:.

a, Civil affalrs activities were continiously planned and in-
1tiated to meet the requirements and limitations impesed by the MRF's
organization and employment as a2 moblle striking force, The following
Civic Actlion Programs were conducted during the perlod covered byithis
report,

(1) MEDCAPS/DENTCAPS., The flexibility of the MAF cone
tinues to be a decided assct in bringing medical/dentzl e2id to isol-~
ated populations of the Mekong Delta, Sixtecn MEDCAPS/DENTCAPS werse
conducted bringing medical and dental relief to four thousand, five
hundred and five (4,505) Vietnamese villagers throughout the Mekong
Delta, : +

. (2) Commodity Distributions, Opcrational comnitments
away from Dong Tam, limitcd Commodity Distrivutiens to food stuff,
health items and school kits, With the ¢xception of MEDCaPFS/DENTCAPS
coordination was affected with loecal officials prior to distributing
commodities to the populace,.

(3) Processing Innocent Civilians, Detainces Wore con-
solidated at the MRFs combined tactical screening center {collection
polnt), for immediate oxploitation, and later evacuation to Dong Tanm
for further interrogation, classification and evacuation, The edvent
of this system reduced significantly the number of personnel classified
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as lnnocent civilinns at the MRF CGollcction Point, <Consequently Civic
Action was limited tc providing. cxplanations to detalnees using tapes
and lnterpreters as to why they were' being held, and those clessified
as IC would be returned to their homes, As an added means of appeasing
the personnel they wcre givon ‘health packs and medical treatment as
required,

(L) Corden and Search, On 21 July 1968, a Cordon and Search
Operation was conducted on THOI SON ISLaND, DINH TUONG Province, This
operation was conducted in conjunction with the Vietnamese National
Police and.RF/PF units to clear the island of e¢nemy forces, who use the
1sland as a Rest and Reocuporation Center., 1In &n attempt to win the
collected personncl over the GVN, a Victnamese cultural drama team
presented an hour show for the "loeal inhabitants, A commodity distri-
bution was made¢ in conjuntlon with the performance,

' ~ " (%) Improvement Action Teams, .The threce toams formcd
fOIIOW1ng TET, remained in DINH TUONG Province to assist in upgrading
existing outposts and construct now as required, Senlor American Ad-
visors in each province consider the MRF eoffort to be invaluable in
keoping Hignway #4 open from thc Eastern CAI LAY border to the west
(GIAO DUC), During the period the following supplies were requisitions
ed and distributeds 52 thousand sandbags, 451 rolls of barbed wire,

"~ 2142 rolls of concentina wire, 560 claymores, 87 1AWS, 648 anti-person-

nel mines, 366 M-26 fragmentction grensdes, 120 red star clusters,. 26
trip flares, 1679 stakes and 250 pickets,

Y. The following limltations were encountercd during tho ré-
porting period,’ -

(1) Space limitations on assault support boats and air-
mobille assets often reduce the effectiveness of civil affalrs activilies,
Civil Affairs teams are .normally transported on assault support craft,.
Oftentimes, the boats must be positioned to provide ‘optimum support of
the mancuver battalions; this may not .be the most advantageous location
from civic action stand point of view,

(2) Suwmly space aboard the USS BENEWAH has improved
over the .past reporting period, HowWwever, present storage specs w111
only sustain a two day operation,

¢+ New and improved procedures,

(1) A MRF Civic action team consisting of the followlns S
personnal was formed from assets aboard the USS BQNEW“H.

(2) Brigade S=5 (0IC)
{b) Navy medical doctor (1)
{c) Wavy dentist (1)

13
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(d) Corpsman for doctor and dentist (lea)
(¢) BRepresentative from S-2 (1)
- (f) PSYOP personnel (2)
(g) Unit Barber (when available)
(h) Brigade Chaplain (when available)

s (2) Prior to operations, coordination with Province Chiefs
and Senlor Advisors was effected to determine what diseases were pre-
valent in the arcas, in order “hat medical suppllies could be tallored
to that locale, ‘

9.. (C) Psychological Operations:

a, Cecnerals During the reporting period the majority of
psychologlical operations were dirccted toward enemy units to decrease
thelr combat e¢ffectiveness, increase their rate of defections, and de-
moralize individuals and thoir units, Additional PSYOPs were directed
"toward oclvillans and detainees assemble at the Brizade's Combined Tac-
tieal Screening Center, These operations were conducted tos explain
the presence of U.S, Forces in the areca, explain the role of the GVN
and solistic support for its goals, control the civilian populace dur-
Aing MEDCAPS/DENTCaPS, and inducc the people of Vietnam to inform on the
Viet Cong, In support of thesc objectives 9, 191, 960 leaflets were
disssminsv«?d 2nd 52 hours eof 1lO0Udspcaker time were loggod,

b, High altitude leaflet drops weré conducted by U-10 air-
craft flights flown by the Sth Air Commando Squadron from Binh Thuy
Alr f%old located in PHONG DINH Provinee, Leaflots were also dissems
inated from UH-1B helicopters in conjunction with "people sniffer®
missions, and whencver aircraft avallability and the tactical situation
permitted, The U-10 flights employed aporoximately 175,000 leafleots
per mission, while the UH-1B avcraged aprroximately 30,000 leafiets
per mission, Leaflets Were distributed to detainees assembled at the
Combincd Tactical Screeoning Center, and to local inhabitants within
the A0s by ground troops operating therein,

€. Other media employed by the PSYOP ficld team were loud-
- spcaker missions conducted by both U~10 and UH-1B alrcraft, and water-
L borne spcaker missions usinr the AN/UH15 speaker system mounted tempor-
arily on Naval assault supvort craft, The U-10 aircraft has a modified
spcaker system bullt into the side of the plane, and the UH-1B is used
carry a 1000-watt speaker system which is bullt on & sled and mounted
in the door, The AN/UHLS system, Which 1s only 250 vatts, 1s better
than either of the aireraft systems because the broadcast is not dise
torted, Where as, the sound projected from airborne speakers tend to.
bo distorted when using helicopters. One member of the PSYOP team was

conrduriac.
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also employed at the Combined Tactlcal Screening Center during asll op-
erntions to pley JUSPAD tapes to the detaineces,

d, Tape and leaflct themes directed toward the VC were Safe
Conduct Passes, Twenty More Years of Fighting, Rally or Diec, 9th U,S,
Infantry Division hes rcturned, Rally-Mother's Sentiment, Diary of a
Hol Chanh, Yeapons Reward, Wandering Soul, Rejoin Your Family Through
Chieu Hol, Hanol is Using You, and Rally to the Green Bouts, One of
the best booklet type leaflets is the "Diary of a Hol Chanh" which tells
the story of a VC rrom the time he finds a Chleu Hol leaflet until he
ralllies and meets his femily at the New Life Hamlet, The booklet 1is
16 pages long and contalns a Safe Conduct Pass and weepons Roward
chart, The "Wandering Soul,™ a tape in which a dead VC 1s talking to
his wife and fomily; is 2lso used qulite often, VC Bring Death and )
Mourning, Supvort GVN, Antl~VC Tax and Food Collection, Explanation bf
American Presence, VC Force Us to Fire at Your Homes, VC atrocttics
and JUSPAO News and Entcrtrinment were the main themes of taped and
leaflets directed towerd civilians and detainecs,

6., During the reporting pexiod, FSYOP personnel worked in cae
junction with the HEDCAP/DZHTCAF Teams on many occesions., Go Cong City,
Ben Luc City and Cho Gao Villege are a few of the places where these
MEDCAP/DENTCsP were conducted, PSYOP suwnnorted consisted of distribu-
ting medical .2id lcaflets, which describe MEDCAPS and provide instruc-
tions on personal hygiene, News and entertainment tapes were also
utilized, Interpreters, using portsble megaphones, assisted in direct-
ing and controlling the civilian populace activitics at the MEDCAF/
DENTCAP sites, ' .

f, BRecently, the Brigedc®s PSYOF team has lost much of its
operational ability as a result of several problem are=zas, The lack of
cquipment and renlescements items for equioment previously turned-in for
maintenance is the predominant problem, An AN/UH15 speaker system,
Sony TC-800 Tapec Recorder and ‘projector have been on work orders for
over a month, Also, regularly scheduled weekly loudspeaker and leaflet
missions have been reduced from three per week to one a week, MWith the
exception of equipment boirrowed from the Navy, the team hes a minimum
amount of its orgenie ¢quipment operational,

. g. Two problem ereas encountercd by the psychological oper-
ations tcam were the absence of creditable intelllgence feedback, and
the opportunity to worlz in ome areca for a sustained period of time, If

creditable intellizence informetion could be obtained indiceting the

effectiveness or ineffectiveness of psychological operations conducted
in a specific A0, the informztion would assist the PSYOPS team to de-
velop aprropriete tape themes for the A0, 'Then detainees have been
asked questlons as to the effectiveness of psychological Operations
activity and material, they seem to be reluctent to glve answers, The
answers that are glven apnecr to be slanted so as to apscase the person
who is conducting thc interrogation., In order for the civillsan populace
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to rcsPond freely to the "Volunt-ryp Informant and Yeapons Reward Pro-
grams,” somc guarantee of sccurity to prevent reprisals from the cnemy
must be offercd. Due, to the intincrant nature of the Brigade, this
desired sccurity cannot be vrovided, .

_ h, Noticable trends in the PSYOP e€ffort recently have beenin -
the hand dissemih:ztion of leaflcts by troops in thce A0 and PSYOP part-
icipation on MEDCaPS/DENTC.LES. During & rccent pperation near Can Tho,
the PSYOP team mede & night insertion into the 40 and played tapes- to
an unidentified number of VC - surrounded by friendly forces, as 8 result
of the mission, the tcam assembled a ground spesker backpack which cone
sists of a 250 watt speaker, an a2mplificr and a tape recorder, When the
tactical situation permits, the bockpack is employcd within the AQ by
two members of the teem, » ‘

A, ‘ -
18, (¢) Chémicals |

o a, Durinz thc reporting period severel| chcmical operstions
were conducted e¢mvloying the manpack personnel detector "Eeople sniffe®
and ES158 €S Cluster) | Flome operetions were limited to those conducted
by Neval assault craft suprorting combzt -overetipns, No' chemical defo- .
‘J1ation missions were initi~ted or requested by the MBF during the

perio@.

b, Manpnek Personncl Detector (MPD),

. (1) The menpack personnel .detector, commonly known as the
people sniffer, 1s a machine desligned to register ammonia vapors given
‘off by the human body thru the metabollie process, ThHe machine is em-.
ployed with two individuals in an UH-1D hellcopter, The two accompany-
ing personncl are required to monitor the instrument and plot its read-
1ngs, Indlcations of human presence (high reading from the machine)
are radloed to an airborne FaC, and arc subsequently recelved and proc-
essed by the Brigade $-2, Significant rcadings do not dictate that a
given number of people are present in the area, sincs aphonla yapdis
may be present in.an erea for a period from SGvcral'hours to ‘days,

} (2) * The sniffer has been employed as an intelligence
gathering device, Best results have!been obtalned when used carly in
the morning or aftoq’a lizht rain, The areca to be sniffed must be one
in which there 1s a'low density of indigonous personncl, . since-the ma-
¢hine 18 unable to distinguish betwecen fricndly and enemy personnel,
It was found, that smoke from burning trees or brugh will register max-
imlim readinge on the machine, It will also plck up and reglster smoke
from artillery or B-52 strikes., Many arias of the Delta are unsatis-
factory for sniffing du¢ to large concentrations of native personnel”
During a recent operation, maximum resdings were obtained in the viow -
inity of X8384095 for thrce passes, On the fourth pass the aireraft
was engoged and the co-pllot wounded, Troops weare deploy to the area
and engaged by an estim-ted VC platoon; results jare unknown, It has

b Al
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been determined that the sniffer 1s best emnloycd as an area survell-
lance machine, instread of restricting it to one grid squarc or short
dist=nces, This is becruse at 60-85 knots the sniffer will reglster
readings about 300 meters beyond the target, One of the largest maln-
tenance problems encountered, was the loack of repalr parts in country,
Becouse it is currently an cxperimental item, all repair parts must be
ordered dircectly from factorles in CONUS, This makes the average "down
time™ for sniffers about three weeks, At the end of the quarter, the
Brignde S-2 assumed tho resvonsibility of staff supervision for plan-
ning sniffer missions, The S-2 outlines arcas for sniffer missions ’
based on other intelligence data collected, Members of the S-2 section
will also obtain on-the-Job training with the muachines, and eventually
assist the. Brigede chemlcal officer in employing the machines, .

The E-158 CS Cluster can be an effectiveé munition if em-

floyed properly with favorable climatic conditions, It is an exper-
mental munition, recently developed and currently being employed in
Vietnam, The E-158 CS Cluster "has the capablility of disseminating
enough CS to cover a footbal field with a good cloud of CS, It hes been
found that the E-158 is cffcective when uscd against troops in buikers
or for flushing pcrsonnel out of thick vegetation, The primery limita-
tion encountered is using the E-158 1is the weather, Carful considcratin
must b¢ gilven to wind conditions, An untimcly wind change could bdbring
much discomfort to the troops and placo the operation in scrious jeop=-
ardy, Ficld protective masks must be worn during any operation, when

. CS is planned:for use, At least onc pilot must be wearing a pilot's
protective mask while flying on a gas mission., It was found that the
agont may rise up to 1000 fect and still cause irritation, It was
also learned that weather adversely effects this munition, The timing
and inltiating mechanisms tend to rust, thereby resulting in "dud®
rounds, The munition must be kept in its plastic and foil wrappers -
until the tactical situation cells for its employmcnt, :

d. Employment of flame agalnst enemy positions,

‘ (1) During several opecrctions, MRF units have made con-
tact with e¢nepy €lements in fortified positions, During those engage-
ments, when friendly units were in close contact, ccnventional fire
could not be brought closc enough to be effective in reducing the for-
tified positions, In these lnstances, the ‘use of portable flame throw-
crs (PPT) should be considered, 1In order to provide this capability
each mancuver battalion of the Brigade organized a flame thrower secw
tion with the following equipments four PFIs, one M27 scrvice kit and
one 3,5 CFM compressor, Onc gunner and sssistant gunner were trained
for cach fleme¢ thrower,

(2) During this reporting period, the infantry battalions
did not cmploy portedle flame throwers, Naval assault boats equipped

o dEnal.
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with two M-132 flsme turrents were emnloyed extensively in sudport of
ground forces 2nd along 1lkely ambush loeations, Two factors prevented
employme nt of PFTs; these vere maintenance requirement and the cumber-
some welght of the PFT, To date the 3-60th Infantry has had four PFTs
in malntenance since 21 May 1968, The 3-47th Infantry has one PFT on
requisition and three distributed to its compranies, The 4-47th Infantry
has hed three PFTs in malntensnce since 21 April 1968, The portable
flame thrower has certain limitations which must be considered before
its emnloyment, Onc limitotion is its weight (65 1bs louded) and a e
scecond 1s its firing time (annroxim:tely nine seconds), This weapon
cannot be beek-carried for any extended period of time in the Delta
because of 1ts welght, It must be introduced into the A0 by alrcraft
or boat, The nine sccond firing timce demands that the opcrtor choose
his targe carefully, Once the fucl is expended, the veapon 1s of no
future -tactically usc and therefore must be extracted from the A0,

11, (c) Signals

a, During this revorting period, the principzl meens of com-
munications within the Brigaede, and with TF 117 and hizher healruarters
were FM Volce Rzadio and a jJoint (Army-Navy) single side band voice nct,
Occasionally, re-trensmission stations were employed to support zand
provide conmmunications durins combat operations, Re-transmission sta-
tions were specifically emnloyed during periods of transit or when the
MBB wWes distance to the area of operztion, Communicstions during tals
reporting period were ¢xcellent, and mo msjor probvlems occurred, Sup-
plementary comnunicatlion su»nprrt was nrovided by the 9th Signal Bat-
talion,

b, Some of the siznificant signal activities and improve-
moents made during the period are as fgllows:

(1) An UHF volce net was c¢stablished in joint tactieal
opcration center, The system was established to provide thie Brigade's
S-3 Alr overation Officer communicstions with all Aray Avistion Assets
supportine combat overstions, Presently an AN/MRC-107, on temporary
loan from the Alr Force, is 1nstelled to provide this capability; the
system wlll be renlaced by an AN/VRC-24 Radio curreatly on requisition,

(2) 0On 17 June, the Brig-de c¢stoblished its station in
the Division®s single side band voice net, This provides the Brigade
an excellent capsbility to communicate with Division Rear (Camp Martin |
Cox) and Division Forward (Dong Tam Base) when its disposition 1s not
vwlthin gffective ranze of the Division's opercstions voice net, The 1

--81ngle side bend volce net was used extensively -when-the -MRF was low - - o~ - -
cated in PHONG DINH Province,

¢, To alleviate co» uniesntions on the Brigede's FM tactical
volce nets, an AN/MRC-69 terminal was located 1nstaf1cd) on a LSM-B

Boat which is emnloyed at the 3Brigade's FSB, Activation of the system
into a shore nodal point provides telephone volct service to the MRF's

1) ,
GOWERVE 7744,




AVDE-47MH-A { W/ﬂ/’/_ M 777 44

SUBJECT: 0per~tione1 Beport of 2nd Brignede, 9th Infentry Division
for Period Endinz 30 July 1968, Report Control Symbol
CSFOR-65 (R1)

JTOC, Division Forward TOC switcﬁboard, Division G-3 (REAR) and Divislon
Artillery.

d, Rc ucsts for joint operation and numerical codes (US KAC
266 and 270) helve been approved for usc by the Brigade, The codes will
be used in confunction with TF 117 which 1s presently using thenm,

o870
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© SECTION iII

Le¢ssons Lcarncd:
Com-anders? Obsorvatlon, Fvnlugtions and Recommcndations

1. (C) PERSOHNELs
a, (C) Transvwortation for personnel,

Observation. The MRF has been experiencing difficul -

ties in sccuring transport:ztion for Troop passengers vhen the MEB is
located away from a basc Which cannot be rcached by surfaco transport-

ation,

Ev=1uation. Personncl departing the MRB to go on
R&R are often dclayed scversl days, and in the past have been unable
to arrive in time to dcpart on thelr scheduled flights, Personncl
departing for DEROS purposcs are often delayed, but since they usually
lcave carly, the delay does not affect them as much as those who have
to mcet a deadline for their flights, For those who have arranged for
their wives to meet them at the R&R site, this results in a considershle
financial loss, to say nothing of the serious morale problem 1l credqtes,
Personnel leaving for the purpose of conducting business have h-_,ed
as long as 3 days before transportation arrived, At the present Uime,
the order of priority for personnel departing the MEB is as foliovs:
1, Emergency lLeave 2, R&R 3, DEROS U4, Officiel Busingss., Since
the Brigede usuelly hes only 2 or 3 flights per day, only the yeople
with top priority get to leave, 1In addition, Army COIIESP@ rdénts, keoy
G-2 pecrsonnel (Interpeters, Etc) and visiting officials’'receive & top
priority rating, sccond only to those going on ¢mergency leave, During
one 7 day period thot the MRB was away from Dong Tam, the Bvigale

averaged 25 departing versonnel ger day. Only through the cooperation
of the S-3 was thc Brigzade able to divert an airmobile couw2ily So the

MRB to provide transportation, Personncl returning from leave hove the
same problem. Recently the Brigade received 60 {revlacemcnbs, R&R)
troops, by ship, who hed been wailting at Dong Tam for scveral days,
This again presents a scrious morale problem and also reduces tha num-
ber of people available for use in the field,

Rocommendation, That two utility hellcopters. be-

placed at the disposal of the 2nd Brigade to alleviate 1ts administra-
tive transportation problems,

2, (C).. QPEHTIONS:
a, (C) Attacking Fortified Posttions.

Observations, When conducting operﬂtions, in areas
where there are knowu or suspected enemy fortified positions, it is
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important to employ the point ¢lement of tho advancinz ualt et a re-
sonable ‘distance so as to force the cnemy to disclose his position Proe-
maturely,

: Evaluation, Fortificd positions arc mostly always con-
structed alons the edge of tree lines, and are reinforced with mutual
supporting firing positions or spider holes, The fortified positions
are normally designed with a killing zone in one gencral dircction, The
average port of these positions are apnroximately eightcen (18) to

If the main body is close enough to be engaged at the
same tiaoc as the point, there i1s no nced for a point, The point elamnt
or scout team must move in advance under the cover of the platoon, us-
ually at the limits of visibility and sun-ortability, The density of
the terraln should dictate the distance between the point clement and
the maln body; in close terrain, this is purely a matter of judgement,

sive and maneuver his force while supporting by fire, Orly bhe ground
comnander can determine what distance he can support by fire and still
be free to maneuver, In doing so he must realize that fortified posi-
tlons are attacked by placing direct fire on the embrasures, manceuver-
ing to a flank, blinding the ¢nemy's visibility with artillery (HC) or
grenades (WP), and asszulting with flame and explosives, If casualties
result during the cngagement of the point ¢lenent, the main body must
endeavor to retrieve the wounded but not at the risk of €xposing more
men foolishly and ignoring the mission of destroying the encmy,

b, (C) Antl Ambush Procedures (Riverine)

Observation, Most ambushes on waterways arc estabe
11shed along curves or bends in the river,

: ' Evaluation. An effcctive anti-ambush measure against
ambush positions locatcd near a bend in the river is to employ artillery
and airstrikes (preferably napalm) on likely and known positions prior
to entcring the arca, This 1s not always feasible because of ground
clearances and compromising the route of movement, In addition, light
helicopter fire teams, when reconning over likely ambush positions,
often discourage the enemy to engage troop 1a$ n craft, Recent expor-

lences indicatcs thet the enemy prefers to e¢ngage assault support craft
Wwhen gunships are not providing dircet coverai
ments, When the assault craft are moving witl
1t logical for each assault boat to select an
fire or suppressing enemy fires, This provide

during riverine move-
ut aerial coverage, it
rea for reconning by
‘a greater and more
or reconning by fire,

Once an ambush is cncountered, i1t is essential to accurately located
and mark the ambush, At the samctime, all available fires must be
brought to bear on the enemy, suppressing his initial fires and dis-
couraging him to continue the ambush,

G TAE 7744,
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c. (C) Cultural Drams Team

. AVDE-47MH-A

Obscrvation, A Victnemesc Culturzal .Drama Team can be
used in conjunction with a FEDCAP/DENTCAP and a definite benofit can
be obtained,

Evaluation, On past MEDCAP/DENTCAPs tlere has been a
definite lack of control among the civilian populace ¢ven through in-
terpreters were present, The civilians have an overwhelming curious-
ity and will crowd around the doctors and dentists affording them .
little room in which to work, DPurinz & rc¢cent CIVAC operation, it was
observed that Victnamese aro fond of musical programs, The members of
the drama tcam create a diversion with thelr skits, and therefore can
assist in kecping the people, especlally the children, ¢ntertained and
away from thce doctor .and dentist, The civilians seem to be grcatly one-
thused vy their shows and more control and better working conditions

Rccommcndation. The use of a8 Vietnamese Cultural
Drama Team be employcd in conjunction with MEDCAPS/DENTCAPS when avall-
able, .

"d, (C) 'Night Operations (Combat Patrols) ,
Obscrvation, Commanders and small unit leaders must

insure that membors of patrols operating in swamps or riverine énviron-

ment are able to. mancuver themselves in the water,

Evaluatic . During the conduct of a2 night °mbush pat-
rol five members of the patrol drowned while attempting to embark an
assault support patrol boat (ASPB). It was later determined that none
of the drowning victims could swim, or was equipncd with & 1ift prow
Bsérver, Othecr factors having considerable influence on the inecident
wores

(1) Prior to and dufing the extraction, the patrol
yas bricfly cngsiged by cncmy small armes fire; this causcd both tho Mat
oréw and .the patrol Bo be disorgonize in ezecuting. the .cxtraetion,

(2) Individual®s gear consisted of steel helmets,
flack jJackets end web gear which hindcrad the patrol's movement in the
water,

. {(3) No orior trainins had been received in ASPB
nignt boardinz procedures,

(4) Half of. the patrol membezs wore glasses and the
muddy water splashing on thelr glasses reduced their visability.

v (5) None of the patrol members wore 1ife jackets.

P
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Recommend~tions,

(1) Prior to initictinz e pacrol in a riverine en~
vironment careful consideration shouvid € gi—ca Lo pairing off none
swimmers with stronz swimmers, thercby es*e) ishing the buddy systen,
Non-swimme.s should be equipped wich 1ife Jackets,

(2) Small bost cralning, with emphasis on night ’oaL
ing and unloading techniques, should be taught prior to conductiné op~

erations involving small craft,

_ (3) Equipment éhould be tallored to the mission and
the environment,

- (4#) A review and rechersal of all nrocodures and
tactics be made prior to the operation,

€., (C) Employrent of the MK-33 Fragmentation Grenade,

Observation. The MK-33 frasment: tion grunade may
cause self inflictcd wounds when inproperly cmploycd.

Evaluation. The MK-33 Grenzde has an effective cesue
alty producing radlus of 30 meters, The grenade is well constructed,
and it is a definlte asset in destroying the encay. On several occas-
ions, the grenede has been employed.to destroy unoccupled enemy bunkers,
However, employment of the grenade in that manner resulted in friendly
casualties due to its increased bursting radius, The MK-33 grenade
should oot be emnloyed as a means for destroying empty bunkers, The
grenade is extremely effective for the purpose for which it was designe
ed, The arming device provides ample time for the grenade to be toss

~and protcctive measurcs taken,

Recomm¢ ndation, That a program of instruction and
training be presentcd in all vnits concorning emvloyment of the MK-33
fragmentation grenzde,

fo (C) Idgntifyinz weapons of casualtics

Obgservation, Durinw medlcel evacuztion from the
battle areca, weanons of casvalties are often mislocated,

Evaluations The task of recovering weanons from
battle casualtics Nas proven to be difficult at 1nuerv91s. Unnecessary

confusion can result in identifying those weanons which are to be ev-
acuated, Sometimes the Wronz Weanons are colleeted because of seversl
factors, 1.0, the sertlal number 1s not readily aveilable, the unit's °
desirc to continue its onecration, and the act of redistributing weapons
within the unit, A workablc solution to alleviate thls problem is to
mark cach Weavon with a designated number, The marking can include
the unit designation and should be stenciled using paint to preclude

CONTEEN 770K
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rubbing or wearing off, Th. w.apon can ve marked on its stock, making
1t essily read, Once a wcapon has been evacuated, immediate adminis~
trative action should be initiated to record its disposition,

3. TRAININGs Nono,

b, INTELLIGENCE: None,

5. (c) LOGISTICS: _
a, (C) BResupvmlylng Field Units,

. Qbscrvation. Resupply activitiés during combat oper-
. atlions can be exptdite Af thé kits are properly prepared, :

‘ Evaluation. If at all feasible units should be re-
supplied prior to the hours of darkness; this will allow units to

establish and properly secure a lanrd zone (when receiving resupply by
air), end will further permit the unit to displace to & new location
after receiving 1ts sup»nlies, When the tactical sltuation does not
permit resupply prior to darkness, units' should be provided the essen=-
tials of ammunition and rations (to include water%. However, the re¢-
supply kits must be of the minimum, Frequently the enemy will avoid
contact with the zround forces, until they are in the process of re-
celving night resupnly kits, At which time both the ground force and
resupply helicopters are engrged or harassed with small arms and auto-
matic weapons fire, There are many baslc procedurcs that will assist
in expediting resupaly overztions, One which has been emphasized in
riverine operations 1s that of displacing the night rosupply kits to a
plek up zone in the vicinity of the FSB for subsegquent alrlift into the
A0, The suvpplies must be ncatly arranged and properly marked with the
units designation, Prior to intitlating resupply by air, the pillots
must be bBriefed as to the units disposition, frequency and call sign.

6. ORGANIZATION: None
7 OTHER: None

oD 44,
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Headquarters, Department of the Army survey informations Lessons
Learned from employment of tactical cover an? deceoption,

i .
‘Obgervation. The Mobile Riverine Force constantly endeavor to

“‘achieve the tactical element of surprise wHen planning and executing
‘strike and riverine operations, ' .

) Evaluation, The act of achieving tactlcal surprise is rarely
" obtained when early coordination is effacted for AO's and specified
strike zones, Oftentimes, this early coordination and discemination of
optration plans tend to provide the enemy with the opportunity to ob-
tailn advance or prior warning of the intended target or AOQ, Once an
operation 1s initiated, movement of the river assault craft to and
within the A0 must be deceptive until the exccution of beach assaults
by infantry e¢lements, Naturally, deceptive movement to and within the
A0 1s contingzent upon existing and navigable watecrways, If prior know-
ledge of the scheme of mancuver is obtalned by the encmy, the probab-
111ty of cneountering ambushes along watcrways 1s extremely high, In
addition, the mancuver battalions will elther find an absence of unlt
size enemy forces or the remnants of his delaying forces, }

. There arc no concrete solutions for achicving the desired el-
ement of surprise, It is realized that the very nature of the c¢nemy

" and his tactics, will not always pcermit mancuvering clements to locate,

fix and destroy him in the most expeditious wanner, However, the MRF

cmploys a varlety of deceptive measures to deny the e¢ncmy @& comprehen=

sive cvaluation of tis tacties, New technloues employed aro:

a, Varying thc .pattern of operations by changing
the timces of attacks. Pre-dewn lendings as well as midday landings
are Initianted to alter the pattern of attacks,

b, Rejuesting sceversl or an extremcly large AO(s)
for each operation plannecd,

C. Rclocating the MRB secveral kilometers (L.e. 10
or more) from the immediate AO during tactical operations,

d, ‘Deceptive movement of river assault craft to and
throughout waterways in A0S other than the intended A0,

6. Executing multinle riverine and airmobile inser-
tions using the "eagle float® and "eggle Flight® techniques respectiwly,

T, Deploying mencuver battslions into the AO prior
to establishment of a FSB, This requires coordination for cmployment

of ARVN or other U,3, artillery firc support for the maneuver battalins
until the Brigade's DS unlt has ¢stablished 1te FSH.

. &+ Collaborating with scctor and district advisors
to disiminate deceptive information.
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ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURS

HEADQUARTERS, 2)D BRIGADE, 9TH INFANTRY DIVISION

1., Organiec/Assigned Units

a,
b.
Coe

d,

HHC, 2nd Brigade

3rd Battalion, 47th Infantry
btn Batta115n, 47th Infantry
3rd Battalion, 60th Iafantry

2, Attached Units

a,

be

47th Military History Detachment

Team, 10th PSYOP Battalion

3. Direet Supvort Units

a,
b,
Ce
d.
€,
.
o
h,
1,
Je
k,

1. .

Inclosure 1
3
;Z'pc’ ”

3rd Battalion, 34th Artillery

1097th Transportaticn Company fMed. Boat)
3rd Plat, Co D, iSth Engineer Battzlion
Detachment, Co B, 9th Signal Battalion
Detachment, Co D, 9th Medical Battalion
Detachment, Co A, 9th S&T Battalion
Detachment, Co E, 709th Maint Battalion
Detachment, 9th MI Company

Detachment, 2nd Plat, 9th MP Coﬁpany
Ieam, Fipance Section, 9th Inf Division
Postal Team, AG Section, 9th Inf Division
Team, 18th PIO Dotachment

UNCLASSIFIED,




ROSTER OF KEY PERSOINEN
" (As of 25 July 1968)

HEADQUARTERS , 2ND BRIG.DE

POSITION

Executive Officer
A“ArAgivcrine Advisor

S-1

5.2

S-3

S-4

Chemical Officer

Signal. Officer

 ¢co, HHC

Inclosure 2

+
Twel ll

Commanding Officer

067249

£ 097799

NAME, GRADE, BAANCH, SN . .

"Robsert E, Archer

Colonel Int
038344

Ishmael Pack
LTC Inf )

John €, Conlin
LTC USMC « g
061099 ,

Dennis N, Workman

LT Inf

05340121

Carl E. Marwitz

MAJ Inf

089548

Donald R, Morelli
MAJ Inf
073799

Georgo N. Glacoppe
MAT Cml

090820

Daniel L, Shaw : , .
LT Cml !
05338577 -

Aldorien E, Belisle
MAJ S1gC

William N, Reese Jr,
cPr Inf
05228985
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SUBORDINATE UNITS

POSITION

3rd Bn,

L4th Bn,

3rd Bn,

3rd Bn,

h7th Infantry
K7th Infantry
60th Infantry

34th Artilliery.

NaME, GhraDE, BRaNCO, SN

William F, Lackman Jr.

LTC
063932

Lawrence E, Bryan
LTC Inf
067795

George E, Marine
LTC Inft
072929

Jack N, Merrit
LTC Arty
071396
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GLOSoARY OF TERMS

A0 , . . . « hmabbreviation used to designate an area of operations
. for a combat operation.

Assault Craft (Riverine) , . . « «» A series of Neval assault craft S
which provide an important source of direct fire support
to the infantry e¢lements, and an efficient means of dole
ivering forces to a targeted arca, These craft includes

a. Armored troop carriers (ATCs); each of which cen car-
ry - an infantry platoon,

boat,

¢, Command and Communications Boat (CCB)s similar in conm-
struction to monitors and capable of providing nec-
€ssary control facilities to the iInfantry battalions,

d, Assault Sunoort Patrol Boats SASPBS): well armed, but
faster craft which provide additional direct-fire
support to the infantry, conduct interdictlion patrols,
and assist in riverine blocks,

MZIPPO" , 4 o +» « The "ZIPPO" 1s a modificd Naval assault craft con-
) taining two M=132 flame thrower turrets, This is the
same flame turret that is mountcd on an M-133 mechanized
fleme thrower, Each flsme gun hes a2 maximum range of
gproximatel 180 meters, Four 50 gallon tanks are con=-
ructed within the boat to carry 200 gallons of thicken 7
fuel, ’

MRB . . . . o« Mobile Riverine Base: Five ships formed a Mobile
Riverine Base for the Army - Navy Force, and provide 1t
ropalr and logistic support; messing nd berthing facil-
1tics, office space for staff scetions, and flight deoks
for helicopters, Two of the five ships provide control
faeilities for MRF operations, one of thesc, the USS
Bcnewah being the principal command and control facility
of 'the force, The five ships of the MRB compose, liter-
ally, a base of opurations Lquivalcnt to a Brigade base
oamp ashore.

MBF « ¢ o+ s & Moblle Riverine Forcec; the combincd Army- Navy toam
‘ operating as s mobilc strike force in the Mckong Delta,

JIOC o v 6 &« o« Joint Tactical Operations Center; thc combined Army -

. Navy operations center on the USS Benewah is the nerve
centcr of force activity, It monitors local security
operztions for the MRB, relays the orders of the force
commanders, keeps an up-to-date log of all MRF actlvitieS,
and coordinates thc work of subordinate units,
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b, Monitors; a shallow-draft,.heavily armed fire-support e,




River i.8sault Squndron: 2 squadron 1s comvosed of two
Rivcer assault Divislons,

RA.S . ] ] . [ ]

RAD . « o« o « River as-ault Division; 2 Navy unit orgr.nized with
sufficient river asssult craft toc supvort an infantry
battalion,

MPFD . . « « o« The manpack personhcl detector (MPD) is & machine de-
~ signed to detecet the presence of personncl in an area,
The machine is constructed to sample and reglster the

amount of ammonia vapor given off through the metabollic

process, The source of ammoniz vapor is normelly urina-
tion or rspiration from human body; the vapors will

persist in an arca from a fcw hours to scveral days, de-

pending on local climatic conditions, The manpack per-

sonnel dector is commonly referred to as the "Péoplc '

Sniffer", :

E-158 ., . + 4+« The E~158 "CS" Cannister Cluster is a munition de-
signed to employ the irritant agent "CSY from fix-wing
aircraft or helicopter, The E-158 provides the commander
an effective means to disseminate the irritant agen. in
support of ground forcecs, It consists of 264 CS cannise
ters and effectively cover an area about the size of a
football fleld, The E~158 launcher moy be employed from
heights of 700 to 1400 feot, .

CTSC 4+ ¢ o« s+ ¢ Combinid tactical scréening center, A facility
€stablished at the Brigadet's fire supnort base where de- .
tainees are processcd and interrozated,

FSB 4 s+ 4 » « Flre Support Base,

MEDCAP 4+ i o & ;J’Medical Civic Action Program desligned to improve or
provide medical assistance to isolate populations of
‘South Vietnam,

DENTCAP , , ., , « Dentel Civic Action Program designed to improve
or provide dental assistance to 1solated populations of
South Vietnam,

ICs 4 o & o o Innocent Civilians, Those locel inhabitants apprehend-
ed during comb 't operations, who were subsequently ree-
leased after interrogation, , .

Health Packs « + « s o« Comnodity packages containing the following)
Shower shocs, Washeloths, Seap, Combs, Toothbrush, Tooth-
paste and a dental hygione leaflet which are distributcd
during MEDCAPFS /DENTCaFS,

Cultural Drema Teom , &« » ,» o A group of .Vietnamcse persons consist-
Ang of singers, musicians and commedians who participats
with Allled Forces to assist in winning the support of
the. populace for the GVN, '

/80




FSYOPS + . « + « wgwychological Cperations,

CIVAC + o s+ o+ Civie Action .
RF C v e Reglonal Forces, South Vietnanm,
PF 4+ 4 s + o« Popular Forccs, South Vietnam,

Chieu Hot , , , , + The openh arms program under which VC are pormi t-
ted to return to the GVN and be rcated as equal citizons
instead of prisoners of war,

Hol Chamh . , , ., . The hame given to a former VC after he has
rallied by means of the Chieu Hoi Program,

Impact Team + o 4 , 4 (Improvemeat Actlon Team), A team consists
- of a 110utonant, NCO and interpreter, The mission of

the team is to provide tcehnlcal and tactical advise

necessary to improve and upgrade RF and PF Outposts,



DNELASSIFLED

Security Clagsification
DOCUMEKT CONTROL DATA-R&D )
(Security clasailication of title, body of abatract and indening ton munt be d when the {f raport I8 cloawilied)
1. ORIGINATING ACTIVITY (Comperale euther) 20, REPORT SECUMITY CLASSIFICATION
Confidential
HQ, OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310 b amous
- 4

3. MEPORY TITLE

Operational Report - Lessons Learned, HQ, 9th Infantry Division (U) -

4. DESCRIATIVE NOTES (Type af riper! and inelueive dates)
Experiences of unit engaged in counterinsurgency operations, 1 May - 31 Jul 68

3. AUTHOR(S) (Firsl name, middie initisl, last name)
i
i

CG, 9th Infantry Division

7

3. REPORY DATEK 78, TOTAL NO. OF PACES 0. MO, OF REFS
20 August 1968 132
88. CONTRACT ON GRANT ND. P8, ONIAINATOR'S REPONT NUMAENLY)
8 PROJECY NO. B 683300
<. N/A P90, OTHER AEPORT NOIS) (Any other numbers thel may be assigned
this report)
o,

10. DISTRAIBUTION STATEMENT

Y. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTLS 12. SPONIONING MILITARY ACTIVITY

N/A _ OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310

13 AGSTRACT

132

Secunty Classilication

DD [ v.1473 o ~ UNCLASSIFIED



(:\{ PEECEDING P4G2  BLANK-NOT FILIED

/34

-y

The following items are recommended for inclusion in the Lessons Learned

Index:
ITEM 1
* SUBJECT TITLE

** FOR OT UT #

***PAGE #

ITEM 2

. SUBJECT TITLE

FOR OT UT #

PAGE #

ITEM 3
SUBJECT TITLE
FOR OT UT #

PAGE #

ITEM 4
SUBJECT TITLE
FOR OTUT #
PAGE #

ITEM 5

~ SUBJECT TITLE
FOR OT UT #
PAGE #

* Subject Title:
of interest,

*# FOR OT UT #

A short (one sentence or phrase) description of the item

‘Appears in the Reply Reference line of the Letter of Trans-

mittal. This number must be accurately stated.

***Page H

That page on which the item of interest is located.

T R et

et i 1o s




TAVLE

POSTAGE 'AND FEES MAID

ODEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
i - DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY,

QFFICIAL BUSINESS .
Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff for
Force Development
ATTN: Operational Reports Branch
Headquarters, Department of the.Army
Washington, L[.C. 20310

DA Lobel 18, 1+ Amnm 99 PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THIS LABEL ARE OBSOLETL,

« « FOLD = -

« « FOLD = .-

3'ld‘V 1




